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TO 
OOmvklNlKG 

OB AD I AH, 

AN 

AUi£OORICAL TALE. 

I AM very much pleafed with your lali 
letter, my dear Eliza : the compofition is 
more correft, and your thoughts are better 
combined and exprefied t^n ufual. You 
will foon attain a ftyle of eafe and perfpicu- 
ityi and as a proof of what I advance, 
compare the copy of what you laft fent me 
with the theme you wrote only fix months 
fince. I am perfuaded that you will be 
fenfible of the advantage you have gained 
over thofe difficulties which you mention 
VOL, III, B in 



in your laft letter, as having fo much per- 
plexed you.' But a young perfon who can 
fc^ell point out thofe difficulties will foon 
overcome them. 

I remember that, wh(5n I was of your age, 
I adopted a * method from which I derived 
confiderable improvemen^ii I read with 
attention one of Mr. Addifon's papers in 
the Speftator: I then clofed the book, but 
carefiiUy kept the fubjeft in my mind, and 
took it for my next theme ; which, when 
finilhed, I placed apart, and at my leifure 
compared it with the compofition by which 
it had been fuggefted ; f#r I did not attempt 
to imitate Mr. Addifon's ftyle, or to follow 
his thoughts dofely, but fimply and in my 
beft manner to exprefs my own on the fame 
moral fubjeft. * You will be able to judge 
of the imperfeftions of my elTays. But I 
was not difcouraged : I preferved my paper ; 
and fome weeks after, without referring to 
it, I wrote a fecond on the fame fubjeft, 
which together with the former I again 
compared with my author. I aflure you, 
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my Eliza, that I rarely mifled the pleafure 
arifing from this review ; for I found that 
Ihkd enlarged my ideas, and improved my 
cxpreffions. One or two of my juvenile 
exercifes fell into my hands the other day, 
ahd I (till think 'they would not difgrace 
met 

The human mind refembles a rich mine. 
If the poffeffor fhould content himfelf with 
indolently faying, ''I am told that by 
opening this mine, which is exclufively my 
own property, I fhould enrich my eftate, and 
reap a harveft of gold ; but, as it lies at 
(bme diftance, as the labour and expenfe are 
very confiderable, and the produce is un - 
certain, I prefer poverty and eafe, notwith* 
Handing the offered afTiftance of my zealous 
friends, and the profpeft of fuccefs "— 
would it be prcfumptuous to conclude that 
this man was ignorantly blind to his own 
intcFefl? Would you not be tempted to 
remind him, that his youth and his ftrength 
Wbuld fail, that his necefllties would infalli- 
bly become more urgent, in proportion as 

he 



he. became by floth m^ne unprepared to 
meet them ; and that the juft punilhmcnt 
of his prefent idlenefs and pufillanimity 
would be future and unavailbg . repentance, 
with the defertion of thoJfe friends whofe 
prudent counfel he then'rejefted? . 

Young people, and y^puld that I wene' 
able to confine my obfervation to the yoilhg I 
atft too often on nmch the fame principle 
as thofe I have meritioned. They want no 
more than they poflfefs ; a little curfent 
coin, brifk animal fpirits, and indulgent 
friends, carry them gaily and contentedly 
down the fmooth and unruffled ftream of life. 
They may acquire, as they have beenfo 
repeatedly affured, hidden treafures, and 
unexplored ftores——^So much the bbtter. 
When they hawe exhaufted thofe at 'hand, 
when the treafures of youth and t>f heaflth^ 
of comelinefs and friends, fail— — ^why, then 
indeed it will be well to feek at -^ny VaibCAiVy 
for thofe refources which are faid tjo be the 
provifion Nature has fo kindly prepared for 
them • The time arrive s ' ' it prdlfes up6n 
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them^ and pcradventure they recoUeft that 
the bufinefs ought not to be deferred to the 
kft minute. They now recall to memory 
ibme of thofe indications formerly given to 
them^ of the precife fituation of the place^ 
to which they are at laft obliged to turn 
dieir thoughts and their hopes. They now 
remember that the zeal and care of the 
friends of their youth had fet up certain 
landmarks for their ufe. They recoUeft 
that one, the mod revered, of thofe friends 
had pointed out the fpot in which might be 
found pure gold j that another, experienced 
in wifdom, had marked where the precious 
ore was mixed with bafer metal ; that a 
third had warned them not to be difcouraged 
in fuch and fuch fpots ; for that, although 
the vein Was deep, and inconfiderable at the 
beginning, it would, in its progrefs, be 
amply produftive. 

Thus, urged by neceffity, and allured by 
hope, does an inheritor of fuch a mine 
begin his procraftinated journey towards it: 
but he finds the former fcene of nature 
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changed ; the country through which he 
pafles has loft its pidturefque beauties^ it is 
become defolate and barren,, and he. is 
enfeebled by indolence, and faddened by the 
dreary profpcft around him. — Perchance he 
gains a little eminence, and fees from afar 
the dilapidated memorials of his friend's 
prudent precautions j his finking fpirits feize 
the aufpicious fignals — he preffes forward — = 
but to what conviftion ? The precious de-i 
pofit is engulphed by a fea of inordinate 
paffions and tumultuous cares, that in their 
ebbing courfe exhibit to his view an ufelefs 
mafs of fand, which baflJes induftry ; and 
he fees himfelf configned, for the remainder 
of his days, to pequry and negleft. 

There is not, my Eliza, a precept in 
morals which contains a more important 
and felf-evidcnt truth than that which fays, 
" Alk, and you fhall receive." The mind 
of man fays the fame, wkh nearly the fame 
certitude. You have exprefled more dif-» 
fidence in refpe£l: to the vifion of Mirzah 
fhan was neceffary. You comprehend per-, 

feftly 



feftly the fubjeft of it, and the moral which 
it contains. As the fphere of your reading 
enlarges, and your miderftanding matures^ 
you wiD infenfibly acquire a difcriminating 
tafte, if you fufier nothing to efcape you by 
yielding to your vivacity. But if the indul- 
gence of curiofity, or the mere amufement 
of your leifure, is your fole objeft in reading, 
I forewarn you that your profit will be 
proportionably trifling, that you will never 
arrive at that judgment on which only your 
mind can be folidly eftabliflied, nor ever be 
capable of feleftion, or imitation of thofe 
authors whofe genius and corredt^d imagi- 
nation place them, in the opinion of the 
judicious, as the ftandards of good and 
elegant writers. 

At ten years of age you read fables and 
fometimes fairy tales to me. It never 
occurred to you to examine into their defign, 
their probability, or their improbability : 
the marvellous delighted you, and the moral 
efcaped you : all the advantage you derived 
from this praAice was a great facility in 

reading 



reading aloud, and the hablc of feeking 
amufement in books. A higher order of 
allegorical compofition has lately come be- 
fore you with other books -, and you tell me 
that the application fometimes efcapes youy 
and that you find the fubjeft obfcure : and 
yet not a day palTes in which your own 
thoughts do not take this mode of expreflion 
without premeditation or ftudy. You have 
heard hitherto nothing of the art of fpeaking. 
Your mother is but little better informed j 
but fhe underftands what fchoolmen mean, 
when, in defining rhetoric, they call it the 
art of writing and fpeaking with elegance 
and dignity. Perhaps, my Eliza^ I might 
not prefume too far in faying that fome of 
thofe who have beft known in what manner 
to reduce this art to certain prefcribed rules, 
have failed in tjie application of them. But 
be this as it may, it is undoubted that nature 
and genius foar beyond them, and can 
^* catch a grace beyond the reach of art." 
Let us try what our own unaided efforts 
will fupply us with on this fubjea,..let u^ 
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endeavour to inveftigate^ with this plain . 
guide, Nitturcy tbepragreis of thought and 
language. The fubjeft has engaged the at- 
tention of the learned; it has be$n productive 
of information J and of much fpecuUtion. 
We will place our dififov^ies iinder the 
latter head, and then r^fer tl^em to your 
grandfather^ who will v^ry fochi winnow 
the wheat, if there be any» frbp the cha^ 
It is evident that knowledge, like virtue, 
is progreSive : every faculty of that being 
intended for another wprld marks his glo-r 
rious deftination i and he who paufes in hii 
progrefs will riot be able to keep his ftation : 
we muft either advance or recede : it is the 
order of nature. 

Man coUeAively, like the indivfdud of 
his fpecies, has been in a ftaioe of infancy. 
A recent example, when compared with 
the annals of mankind^ will fufiice for our 
purpofe* The great Alfred, if I be not 
miftaken, was one of the firft of our mon- 
archs who could write his own name : and 
from one of thoft difcoveries made by our 

celebrated 
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celebrated circumnavigator, captain Cookj 
and mentioned in Forfter's work*, we may 
obfcrve that the ftate of language is a crite- 
rion by which we may judge of the intellect 
tual progrefs of man, and at tshe fame time 
form fome conjefture relpcfting that curious 
phaenomenon the diverfity of language. I 
allude to the natives of an ifland which they 
approached, who appeared to have no ar- 
ticulate founds> but exprefled their wants 
and wifhes by certain feeble and monoto- 
nous cries. Let us reprefent thefe people 
to our minds as the infants of our race. 
Would not captain Cook and his people be, 
with refpeft to them, in a (imilar fituation 
to that in which you would be with refpeft 
to an infant of three months old ? The 
only means of communication muft be figns 
and founds : and thefe, from the favage's ig- 
norance of focial life, would be vague and 
ambiguous eVen to each other, and fre- 
quently unintelligible to a fti-anger j for you 

^ Sec Cook*s Vojagesi by Forfter, vol. ir. p. 498. 
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win keep in view that thefe people were, as^ 
it appeared^ ftrangers to all the arts of hiH 
man life, and that even the accommodations 
of the moft favage ftate were apparently, 
unknown amongft them. Let us fuppofe 
that one or more of our countrymen had by, 
chance been left on this defolate fhore, and 
that the perfon fo left was not the leaft in^ 
ftrufted of thofe from whom he had been fe* 
parated. Would it not follow that for 
fome time, and that a very confiderable one^ 
he would experience much more difficulty 
in his intercourie with the natives aroun4 
him, than you would with an infant ? The 
reafon is obvious: becaule the figns and 
founds within the Granger's reach would be 
more complicated than are neceilary for the 
fimple wants of the infant, W ith atten tion j 
even you, or a girl much younger than your- 
felf, would foon learn to dillinguifh, in the 
in£uit committed to your care, the cry of 
pain, of hunger, or of wearinefs, from that 
of anger and impatience. But the infant of 
liature and t|ie infant of local circumftances 
8 arc 



are widely difierent. Tie moft untutored 
fflvage is a philofbpher compared with a 
child of a few months old : his exiftence has 
depended on more than fimpk perceptions ; 
certain faculties of his mind muft have been 
expanded in the courfe of felf-prefervation, 
and experience and judgment have been 
employed by him in providing for his daily 
neceffities. Thefe powers are not unfolded 
in the firft ftage of human exiftence. Our 
exile confequendy would for a time find it 
impoflible to underftand di the varied fig»s 
and ambig\K>us founds of a rational and re- 
fleAing creature, however reprefledund 
drcumfcribed the powers of his mind 
might be, from the limited fources of his 
knowledge. The poor favage's difficulties 
with the ftran^er would be ftill more mani« 
fold ; for he would utter founds and exhi* 
bit figns totally incomprchenfible to their 
Iknplem inds. The remedy for thefe com- 
mon evils would, in time, be found in 
the imitative Acuity which it has pleafed 
the great author of our being to beftaw on 

man: 
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man : and as the infant learns of its nude 
to %eak> fo would thefe ignorant iflanders 
learn to talk with the ftranger. 

We will now fuppofe that they have 
acquired a language^ however imperfeft, 
and a more accurate idea of the advantages 
of articulate founds. Their inftruftor quits 
them. They infenfiWy recur to their 
accuftomed founds, the new pronunciamon 
becomes vitiated, they confine found widi 
wordis, diey add to or they diminiih their 
acquired ftock j and in a courfe of years 
a kngu^g^ peculiar ta this people is efta- 
bKflxed, and which would be uniAteUigible 
to their friendly inftruftor. 

Thus arifes a diverfity of tongues, which 
are enrtohed and fafhipned by the commu- 
nications between man and his follow man. 
Our Glanders have now a language, and to 
this language they have affixed common 
and appropriate ideas. Let us return, my 
Eliza, from this epifode to my metaphor of 
the mine. We will fuppofe that the work 
of intelleftual improvement is now begui\, 

and 
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attd that itdannotftopj the intervening earth 
is cleared away, and the vivid ore appears 
in all directions. The labourers now ar- 
range> feledb j and method and order regu- 
late them. The fixed rules of the gramma- 
riani it may be fuppofed^ are not yet efta-» 
blilhed ; but they vary and multiply theif 
expreflions, and imagination embelliflies and 
^ gives energy to their words, to meet the 
vigorous idea : but thefe are ftill too flow, 
and inequate to the thought -, it either eludes 
the progrefs, or languifhes beneath the 
burthen of common language. They now 
turn to heaven, to earth, to things animate 
and inanimate, in order to clothe their 
thoughts. Comparifon follows : **A man 
is as ftrong as a lion." " A woman is as 
induftrious as a bee." 

The image once received, the allufion 
becomes fignificant and eafy ; and the tedi- 
ous detail of the man's courage, and the 
woman's induftry, is (pared. No fooner 
does this figure become familiar, than they 
advance another ftep . . . Metaphor fprings^ 

from 
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from comparifon : " The ftroiig man is A, 
lion.'/ " The cunning man a fox." ^'God 
is a rock." "Hope, an anchor," &c. The 
mind widi facility afTimilates the idea and. 
the image; it only allcs for fome corre- 
ipondence and relation, to unite the objed: 
to the borrowed figure which reprefents 
it. 

From the metaphor arifes the allegory^ 
which is a continuation of metaphors ap-- 
plied to fome regular defign, and fupported 
by a^ion, events and charafters. Fables 
are of this fort. The cunning man, under 
the figure of a fox, addrcfTes a Battering 
difcourfe to the unfufpedting and credulous 
cock, in order to deceive him : he fucceeds, 
and the viftim, betrayed by his vanity and 
credulity, falls a prey to his evil defigns* 
In this fpecies of allegory, the moral is fomc- 
times put into the mouth of the adlors, at 
another deduced from it. The beautiful 
parables of our divine mailer, that of Nathan 
4X> his guilty monarch, exhibit this mode of 
compofition under another uffful point of ^ 

v\cvr. 
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lAew. ttt Matary leflbns t^s^h «hft fieftft, 
under cirowwiftfcceis whidh would Fender the 
fevefre tod undifguifed iseprpofs of truth 
if)^e4!biHtl to the o£fender> and dangerous to 
the frteridly voice that fpo(ke them. 

Tli^s Allegory is not offly the haftdffiaid 
of WKHom aind Prudence, but alfo the atten*- 
dant grace on Inftruftion j and attiring her- 
felf ki the fefcinating robe of Amufement, 
fhe fofEcits Curidfity to admit the pleafing 
gueftj and in its gratification conveys to 
the mind a *folid and ufeful good. 

Yoti have in your account prevented my 
obfervations on Mirzah, and i am fupe you 
will receive great pleafure from the perufd 
of many allegories with which we have been 
favoured by our bell writers. You will fee 
the different vehicles they ufe, and with 
what fuccefs they have been employed. 
You will find tropes, ox figures ^ under 
many more definirions, in the little work I 
inclofe with this letter. We will endea- 
vour to familiarize ourfelves at leaft with 
<he examples it affords us. You will beTur- 
9 prifed 
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prifed that I mean to content myfelf with 
fome drawn from your unftudied modes of 
exprefEon j for nature has already, my dear 
Eliza, made you a tolerable proficient in 
rhetorical flights y by giving you an imagina- 
tion which needs no fpur. "You are as 
cold as ice. ' * " Mrs . Beaumont is Goodnels 
perfonified :" and fpeaking the other day of 
Mrs. Siddons's exquifite performance of Lady 
Macbeth, and the imprcflive manner in which 
ihe appealed to the human bofom, you 
faid "The whole houfe was appalled; a 
momentary ftillnefs like death fucceeded, 
and was followed by one burft of nature's 
abhorrence of murder and perfidy." 1 refer 
you to the little work I fend you for the 
place which fuch language holds in com- 
pofition or difcourfe. It is now time that 
you Ihould underfland its value and beauty. 
Thus, for example, " The fields laugh and 
fing." Does not this trope beautifully 
exprefs the fruitfulnefs of the crop, and the 
cheerfulnefs of the feafon ? In my opinion, 
no particular relation in the beft chofen and » 
moft poetical words could have produced 
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fo happy an eSefl:, How many fuch ^»- 
amptes might be drawn from the fame fub- 
liftie writer, and from a volume " beyond 
ali price!*' 

The fiabjeft of this letter has perhaps led 
me into a fault, which it is peculiarly need- 
ful for you to fhun. The imagination re- 
quires management ; and the falft brilliant 
in Gompofition, of which your grandfather 
was fpeaking the other day to doftoj* Manf- 
field, includes in it a redundancy and injudi^ 
cious ufe of rhetorical figures. I had how- 
ever my defign, as this letter related to you ;, 
and if that be anfwered, I will bow fub- 
miffively to the pruning criticifm of your 
excellent preceptor . . • I have added to my 
letter two little pieces which may amufe 
you: they were written fome years ago^i 
and addreffed to a youth of your age^ You 
will do well to read them to your grandi- 
father: his corrections will render them ufe- 
fuh Heaven blefs my child! 

A. PALM£RST0IfB« 
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OBTAiiiAit was* the fon of N^phi9l* ^rtd 
F^ixna. The condition of his parthts- Wis 
humbled, their defires wete few: amongft 
thefe*, the moft powerful was their wifti to 
fee Obadiah virtuous, and contentefl in that 
retreat whem they themfdv^s had found an 
afyium frbm a world in which they h^d 
been* betrayedi and from which they here 
(aW as fure a refuge for the innocence of 
their fon as it had proved to their owni 
The habitation of Naphor was well calcu- 
lated to anfwer their purpofes of prudence, 
and the prelfing neceffities ef that hour 
which had firft condu6bed them to it j for it 
was almofl? inacceffible to human footfteps. 

Ir ftood at the bafe of a ftupendbus chaiii 
of rocks, thrown by the hand of nature into 
a fweeping and bold amphitheatrical form j 
to the extremities of which feemed linked 
the fourcc and the mouth of a rapid river, 
which inclofed the dwelling of Naphor, and 
gave fertility to the narrow boundary of 
foil, from which, with labour, he obtainij|ji 

a fcanty 
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a fcanty harveft. The indefatigable Naphor 
fupplied this ckficiency from the abundant 
treafures of the ftream, which not only 
furnifhed his fimple board with plenty, but 
alfo delicacies which thefe children of nature 
eftimated only by their ufefulnefs. Naphor 
had carefully turned to profit a fmall boat, 
in which he had once found fafety and 
reached his prefent fhelter. At ftated times 
he repaired to a large town on the oppbfitc 
fide of the river j but which was too remote 
to be feen, and by much too diftant to be 
feared. He never entered its but, after 
exchanging his commodity for necefl!aries 
which contributed to the comforts of his 
beloved Fatima and his child, returned 
home, without having any other communis 
cation than with a man who found his own 
ladvantage in his fidelity. 
. During thefe ftated intervals of abfence 
the a(5tive and induftrious Obadiah was 
employed in the cultivation of a little garden, 
together with a field of rice and other pulfe, 
and which loft nothmg of their produce 

under 
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under the diligent eye of Obadiah. The 
riling fun was welcomed by his cheerful 
voice, and its laft parting ray often funk 
beneath the horizon unnoticed, till he was 
fummoned to the evening repaft. Thus 
pafied the firft feafon of youth with the 
contented Obadiah j his heart the abode of 
innocence, and his hours winged by peace. 
The death of his mother was the firft forro w 
he knew, and he bewailed her lofs with 
that bittemefs which the ingenuous and 
inexperienced heart feels under the un- 
looked-for and unfufpected trials of its 
ftrength. The refigned and pious Naphor, 
better prepared, bowed in meek fubmiffion 
to a ftroke that threatened to annihilate the 
remaining comforts of his life : with a firm 
confidence he fought confolation in hopes 
which condufted him beyond the grave of 
his lamented Fatima, and the profped of a 
reunion foftened the pangs of feparation. 
He tenderly ftrove to confole the afflifted 
Obadiah, but failed in his efforts ; and with 
regret he beheld him daily a prey to dejec-f 
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don and unayailing grief. But, alas ! he 
knew not that the forrow of his foo had for 
ics fburce a caufe £aa removed from the one 
he flrove to mtdgate, whilil it endeared him 
to his heart. 

Difcontent brooded in the mind of Obar- 
diah : he palled his days in repining, and his 
repofe was broken and reftlefs. To evade 
his father's pious exhortations he paiii^ 
hours by his mother's grave, regarding his 
accuftomed occupations with difguft, and lus 
ufual labour asinfupportabletoiL " What!** 
faid he fretfully, ** always this ftubbom foill 
always thefe rugg^ and defolate paths! 
Does life afford nothing to the mii^hle 
Obadiah, but the haraifing concern of pro- 
viding a fcanty fuftenance for an exifteoce 
that he neither folicited nor enjoys? b 
there nothing in this world for the chil- 
dren of mortality but labour and a grave ? 
Suiely I am the viflfim of an ufurped au- 
thority ! the paffive lUjye of timidity, and 
of the cold caution of one who, having 
outlived enjoyment himfelf, believes that I 

have 
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have no right to the pleafures or the purfiits 
of youth!" 

Obadiah at length impofitimed his father 
to give up to him the charge of condiv9:iiig 
the boat. He had hitherto gratefully ac- 
knowledged the goqdnefs and wifdom which 
had Q>ared him the fatigue and peril of die 
untried navigation : but now, neither the 
obedience nor the afFeftion of a child wa3 
ready to meet the gende though firm denial 
of Naphor. Obadiah murmured ... he ex* 
populated • • • and finifhed by fuUen filence. 
The good father (aw the pertinacity of his 
ion with forrow. 

•* Thou knoweft not," faid he to him with 
miklnefs, " the nature of that boon which 
thou haft demanded fo urgendy, nor that the 
regret which has followed my nefufaltendsto 
ingratitude. The voyage that thou fofondiy 
covetefi; is intricate and dangerous. Thou 
knoweft not the courfe into which diy fragile 
bark may be forced, amidft tremendous 
billows and a boifterous element ; no pilot 
hath hitherto been found, who with unerr«> 

ing 
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ing judgment hath been able to mark tl 
devious way. The moft Ikilful naviga 
and the ftouteft veflel, Ihare in the comr 
peril ; and few, indeed, are the number 
reach the deftined haven without lofs and 
trouble -, whilft the vidtims of its fury, and 
the dupes of its treachery, are innumerable. 
I have, in my acquired knowledge of this 
adventurous courfe, paid a price which thou 
art unable to cftimate ; and, experienced as 
I am, I dare not truft to my ownwifdom 
or prudence. I know that my vigilance is 
in conftant danger of being furprifed j and 
that my wifdom is folly, unaided by our. 
great prophet. Be not, therefore, proud of 
thy ftrength and vigour ; truft not to thy 
courage and addrefs. Ala^ ! my fon, in 
the vdj^age upon which thou fo ardently 
defireft to venture, thefe advantages re- 
femble the gloffy furface of the untroubled 

iters, and, like them, fmile but to betray. 

<* Be thankful for thy prefent fecurity. 
Allah, in his own time, will call upon thee 
for thy deftined duties ^ at prefent it is His 

merciful 
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rciful will that thou remain bercy m 

5/' The boat was ready, and Naphor 

ted. 

J diah, troubled but not convinced, 

iiftlefsly turned his reluftant fteps to the 

little garden, which languifhed for its maf- 

ter's wonted care. Difcontented and dif- 

pleafed, he found the invigorating beams of 

the morning fun oppreflive, and with fretfij 

impatience threw himfelf under the ihade 

of a fpreading palm-tree, and covered his 

face with his robe. 

A deep fleep pervaded his fenfes ; and left 
the outftretched and paffive Obadiah no 
other evidences of exiftence than thofe 
which fancy fabricated from the materials 
which fhe found in his difturbed mind • . . • 
He thought that he had availed himfelf of 
his father's abfence to efFed his efcape from 
the cottage, by climbing the rocks which 
furrounded it. In his waking reveries 
Obadiah had frequently meditated on this 
projeA, but had as conftantly found it 
oppofed by the apparent impracticability of 

the 



Ac undertaking, from the ftupendous height 
«f the rocks, and the foUd uniform texture 
of their flinty fides. He now, however, 
found nothing to impede his progrefs, but 
was wafiaed with airy velocity to the oppofitc 
fide. The exultation of Obadiah was ftiort : 
he found himfeif on a naked and defolate 
plain, ** where meagre famine fat in folitary 
ftate i'* — and difcomforted and difappointed 
he turned with angui(h to furvey the paths 
that led to the rocks he had left. He gazed 
in ftupid wonder ; for, far as his eyes could 
ftretch, he beheld around the fame flat and 
arid face of nature. He lamented his folly 
in all the wild expreflTions of defpair, and, 
finking to the earth, gave himfeif up, as he 
thought, to inevitable deflruftion. A mo- 
inentary forgetfulnefs was fucceeded by new 
bonders. On awaking from riiis ftupor, 
he faw around him a paradife fimilar to the 
promifed abode of the faithful. All that 
the moft elaborate fancy can paint, or defire 
covet, was fpread with profufion before the 
enchanted fenfes of Obadiah. As he ftood 
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contemplating with delight the beauteous 
icene, he was fuddenly ftruck by hearing 
bis name in gentle accents repeatedly called j 
and, on turning himfelf to the found, he 
found near him a group of young females, 
feir as the houris of that paradife of which 
he now thought himfelf an inhabitant. They 
welcomed him in the fweeteft accents to 
his new abode, and with courtefy offered 
to conduft him to the palace of their fo- 
vereign. 

The willing Obadiah followed their light 
footfleps with prompt obedience, praifing 
Mahomet for his Angular favour. His 
beautiful guides led him to a magnificent 
ftrufture, in which art and the riclies of 
worlds had apparently united their powers 
to furnilh its fplendid decorations. A fopha 
of down received the paffive Obadiah, 
whilft a bath of perfumed water was haftily 
prepared for his ufe ; robes of the richeft 
texture met his ready hand; and a crowd of 
obfequious flaves, with eager folicitude, 
ferved in filence around him. A banquet, 

prepared 
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prepared by the hand of luxury, invited his 
appetite ; whilft the foft and fwelling har- 
mony of more than mortal founds enwrapped 
the foul of Obadiah in its fafcinating ecftafy. 
At length an impulfe of curiofity recalled 
him to the wonderful circumftances of his 
happy fituationj and encouraged by the 
kindnefs of his companions at the banquet, 
he ventured to a(k the caufe of a reception 
fo flattering and fo unexpefted. " I am 
unconfcious/' faid Obadiah, «^ of the vifit of 
the angel of Death: tell me by what means 
I have been thus tranflated to the abode of 
the faithful.'* His gay auditors, laughing, 
aflured him that he was ftill an inhabitant 
of a much lower region : " But, under the 
gentle fway of Pkafurey** added they, " thou 
wilt foon forget Maliomet and his fancied 
paradife. The welcome which thou haft 
received,*' continued they, " is the common 
one that our indulgent miftrefs gives to all 
who feek her favour. Thou haft efcaped 
from the rocks of Reftraint, thou haft boldly 
fliaken off the fhackles of Labour, and the 

bondage 
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bondage of cold-hearted Age and rigid 
Prudence. .. Drink of this cup, and forget 
thy pafl toils and abjeft humiliation," Oba- 
diahfeizedthe iparkling goblet with avidity: 
he drank deeply, and in an inftant every 
pail tranfaftion of his life was effaced from 
his memory. 

Elevated with new hopes, and impelled 
by new defires, he now, with joyous alacrity; 
followed his new guides to the throne of the 
goddefs. She received him with fmiles 
and blandifhments ; and, after liftening with 
complacency to his declaration of future al- 
legiance, difmifled him, by bidding him not 
to fear a ,power whofe laws were to render 
man free and happy. . . On retiring from the 
prefence of the goddefs, Obadiah afked who 
were, the three perfons whom he had ob- 
ferved crouched behind the throne, appa- 
rently with the intention of being concealed 
from all eyes. *' Are they," faid Obadiah, 
" offenders ? for they were covered to the 
girdle with an impenetrable black veil, and 
appeared to me unfit objects for a temple Co 

gay 



psf and briliranr.*^— •^ We kiwJw litd« 6( 
ihem,'* anfwered one df the J9€uml gnsMp. 
^ We have, indeed, heaix}, tiiat, ibaie tkne 
fince, feme ftrangers vifited this happy comt^ 
try, and ftiU cohrinue to do fo from tkne eo 
time : but, as they always refiife thci cuf^ 
tomary tribute, and difcover a cont^m^tf of 
our laws, they are always rgncfrnmionfly 
banifhed ; notwithftanding thcJy plead ifi 
their excufe the command* of an antient 
oracle, which warns them to refufe our lawa^ 
and to defpife our fbvereign. It may b^, 
that thofe whom thou h^ noticed belong 
to thefe fevere and infolent travellers j and 
that, as thou haft furmifcd, they are doing 
penance for their contumelious condu6f. 
But, were curiofity or inquiry not forbidden 
to the fubjefts of Pleafure, themyftery^ich 
hangs about thefe perfons might excite a 
defire of knowing their peculiar deftination 
and office ; for diey appear to be attached' to 
Ae goddefs by an irrevocable decree of fate, 
and wherever fhe moves they follow with 

tiriwearied fteps and concealed, as thoB 
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tach holding a part, were on the point of 
leading him from the fpot on which he 
ftood. - 

Obadiah, difdaining foes fo feeble, and 
blufhing at a paffivenels which his furprif^ 
had occafioned, now, with a fmile of fcorn, 
attempted to free himfelf from fuch impo- 
tent ihackles. But chains of adamantine 
ftrength could not more efFeftually have re- 
tained their prifoner. Obadiah felt himfelf 
controlled by a power which was too mighty 
to be contended with. "Thou findeft/* faid 
oneof theperfoqp, "that thy efforts are vain : 
— and yet, Obadiah, thou haft broken with 
^(e each of thefe bonds, many times, when 
fingly applied in order to check thy mad 
career. But know, unhappy man, that Cort^ 
Jcience is not to be foiled in her purpofe. 
The opiate of Pleafure's deadly cup may 
lull her voice to temporary repofe ; but Ihe 
rifes with redoubled force from het- lethargic 
flumbers ; and now brings me, her minifter, 

Rtmorjty to feize my prey Here," cried 

he with a ftern and hollow voice, " is my 
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mandate — read thy condemnation!" Obi- 
diah caft his eyes on the open fcFoll before 
him, and faw thefe words : 

" Thou haft, Obadiah, madly and fool- 
ifhly purfued Pleafure. Thou haft difcovered 
her deceitfolnefs, and ihc abjureth thee fiwr 
ever, and now cx>nfigneth thee to the fbarer* 
of her power and dominion. From this 
dcftiny thou haft no appeal ; for dius hath it 
been ordained by a decree to which alF 
created beings bend with awfiil fubmiffion.. 
But know, weak man ! that thou waft their 
captive before thou faweft» (he allurements 
of Pleafure. They have been thy unfuf- 
pefted companions and fecret inmates^ 
from the hour in which thy fickly heart 
turned away from labour, competence, and 
tranquillity ; and their arm hath been ftretch- 
ed out to feize thee, from the inftant that 
thou forgot the duty of a fon, and left thy 
father in his old age to fink with Ibrrow to 
his grave/' 

Obadiah uttered a deep groan — rcmem-^ 
brsnce, like the forked and vivid lightning, 

burft 



^^ T]us," cf ied }^ >>f ifii ejidtiog fcorn^ 5* this 
ai|};> i^ flfifie^ to fhcpyi^ jtl^ee ¥^h^f thpu art ! ■' 
Obadja^ iAflinftiyj^y turned hb hitti^rto 
aveffjpd ey^ej, ^ t^^h^ld afi inrnge refleft^d 
¥(hkh af^p^jd]^ hiip^-rlt w^ irud/sed Pjbadiah 
• • ,. jb;4t hpw i^liki^ ^ vigorous an^ bloQ^i- 
ing %i ^f N^f /jfl;: ! Hi$ cpjint^naoce ppw 

jbace the fj^eafily hi^ p{ f^}}4 41%^^ * * r rk^ 
fy£9 w^^ fyi^....h\& Imhs feeble aijd 
ibjmijjc .... and htb . bjp^dy fwoUen ^nd drop- 
fical • ... bis head barie . ... his fandals ,old 
fV34 ^^^^- • • -.^pd a dii;ty, ,ta^tere;d ro^^ 

Jumg off.)ff% ihojjjdfr^ ^'^ TW^ ^^*^ ^y 

trappiogs^" laid a %ondof .the terrifyjing 
£^i,^u:d^ of Qbfidiah; Jaying upo;i hii;K> a ha.nd 
^xx44.f^ ^ icicje : "^exJbildri^ii q( Pptury 
Jcnow noiJIji?^ of tl^e^org^pus app^^rel or 
j^pt^us pxavifion of tt^ ^oddefs that 
th#u b»^ wpirihipp/ed. ]9.M^ ^ ^ ^9^ always 
the obdurate p^J3g;at vjjdch thpU findeft me^ 

• 

Qbadiab .... thy mal^yes are not in the 
xui^vber pf' «sjf gifts. Cpid and nakednefs 

make 
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make not fuch viclims for death, as riot and 
intemperance. Thou muft now follow me. 
Conjcience hath awakened thee, Remorfe will 
be thy future companion, and Penury will 
confign thee to thy grave/'. . . ^* No," ex- 
claimed the indignant Obadiah, *^ no ! \ 
will feek in repentance, and a renewed heart, 
for help to fave me from t^y power. Shame 
and remorfe are the portion of thofe without 
hope. I bow to their chaftenings, and blefs 
their probing hand : but whilft they ftrike 
they heal ; and Repentance will ftill conduft 
my erring feet to the throne of Allah ..... 
But thou, infidious foe to man ! fubdueft 
thofe powers which are given to him for his 
defence ; and whilft thou unnerveft his 
hand for the labour which would prote6t 
him from thy hard authority, thou hardeneft 
his heart to works of deadly mifchief • ... I 
difclaim diy power ! . . . . Shackled as I am, 
thefe arms fhall break thy bonds; for I will 
ftill live, and eat the bread of indiiftry/* 
The fpeftre, collefted, threw her meagre 
arms around Obadiah. ... He ftruggled to 

fret 
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free himfelf from her direful embrace . • . .. 
his efforts burft afunder the bonds . of fleep 
.... and he heard his father's voice loudly 
and repeatedly calling his name. But 4 
lethargic ftupor ftill fufpended the faculties 
of Obadiah, and he was unable to anfwer. 

His father, on returning from his litde 
voyage, found the provifions which he had 
left, untafted, #and his fon abfent. He 
fought him with alarm; for the darknefs of 
iiight began to overfhadow the earth : and 
he at length difcovered him by the white- 
nefi of his veil, faint, and almoft lifelcfs, 
under the palm-tree. With tender liafte he 
adminiftered a cordial, and conveyed him tp 
the fopha . . , . Obadiah, paflivcly receiving 
his parental cares, gazed on his face, anfi 
.with mute aftonilhment furveyed every ob- 
jeft which met his inquiring eye. 

Naphor took his hand. " My fon ! " cried 
he, " fpeak to thy father: relieve him, if it 
be polllble, from the fears which now opprefs 
him.'\ • • • Obadiah burft into tears, and, 
throwing himfelf at Naphor's feet, faindy 
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dttere:!, ^ mv^! ftilB faftgr ? «f 361 ftHl 
^fekm ?" . . . .m^^hbr, fetiifewfiit f^ftW^i 
^ith gentle iTodthihgis bfefo\igfit hifti ib tak^ 
foiTTf^ l-efrefhititent ; attd (G^baflraft r&cdVet^a 
hiis fpVtith by T3fegfe^i. 

tt^ nfot^ refebtiWteid to his iattehtivfe ftthii' 
the vifioh of tire Ai^ ; afrd with ihgerttious 
Vumility Gonfeifec! hrs paft djfeoftteiife kwd 
ffepining ihgratittlde 5 inijpteriT^ hfe parddfii 
ind iffhrihg him that i^ hati fcfefeh tatigRt 
t^tdom by his eVeittTtii dr^mi ; '^ich }fft 
ffionld always crbirfidet -as thfe plirticiifei" 
favour and mterpbrmtm of ihh Gtteat Pirb- 
phet, . . , . ^^ Wfe SviU fl6t/' fetd i^^hbr, 
*" idfe the inftruaSbn t>F iJris how th «)tr^ 
jfeftures beybitH our ifeach. It « *nbtrgh 
for tii to know ttet AH^h reSgrSfth, tutk 
ikkt the ofeafftfri^ oT his |i6**vfer %re *thfe 
objefts of his prbVidciiiSd 'c*fe. Wfe khb^ 
'h'6t thfe irifthiments off his uneirmg 'Will j 
— ttoi "^ire fchdw Aat lift 'femplbys Hiohe hy 
Which fee haijpinllESI'dF^fs'e'ifeatrto^fthbt 
tiffim&t% advkhdfea. .fc^;iti^ the ■leflbh bf 
'tills 'Aay ^ m tft -of hi^ gradolife |Jorp^*!S, 

and 
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and tFeaiune k in thy heart as the evidence 
of his goodnefs. Lee it iiery^ to oorreA 
tile mifbakes to which thy youth and iioei^ 
peiienoe arc ex|)oied. Thy dreajoi^ my fobo, 
is no fable, BeHeve thy father^ ks colour^ 
ifigs ar^ drawn irom that world which thou 
iFt fo impatient to eacouater. Thy father^ 
Obodiahi hadi been deluded by Pleafure. 
He hath been betrayed by Hypocrify . . • in- 
fultedby Pride • . impoverilbed by InjuJQrice 
• • • and aibandoned by pretended friends. . . 
One precious blefling ftiil was left me !" 
added Naphor deeply fighing : ^^ with that^ 
and my integrity, I fought peac« in this xe- 
treat. — But I wiU not deceive thee, my fon. 
Amidft guile and tbecorrupting inSuence of 
example, thou oug^tefl. to fee my weaknefs. 
I fMreferred greatneis to independence. My 
friends were feleded from the votaries of 
Pleafure, rather than feduloufly fought for 
amongft the modeft and retiring children of 
Virtue • . J laughed at the prudence of Age, 
and, coniidii^ in my ftrengtb, became an 
eafy prey to the defigning. 

"But 
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" But this world, encompaflfed as it may 
be with danger and difficulty te thee, is the 
theatre on wluch thou art deftined to aft 
thy part ; nor is it the intention of Naphor. 
to counteraft the will of Allah, even by an 
impotent wifh . . . Go, and aft thy part 
wifely . . . Thou mayft find goodnefs and 
fafety ; but thou muft be good, and thy de-' 
fires moderate, if thou meaneft to tread in^ 
the paths of fecurity. Go, my fon, and the 
bleffing of Allah be thy portion ! But mar- 
vel not if I predift that thou wilt again 
feek the face of thy father in this abod6 
of repofe and fafety . . . Thou mayft feek 
it in vain ; for the angel of Death may have 
reunited me to my beloved Fatima. . . Ap- 
proach not our grave with unhallowed feet:> 
bring to it thy innocence, thy ingenuous 
nature, thy piety towards the great Allah, 
or fliun it ; for thou wilt difturb the afhes 
of thofe who gave thee life." 

" Yes," exclaimed Obadiah with emo- 
tion," I will beware ; for I will never hazard 
an experiment which may render ,fli^ un- 

worthy 
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worthy of partaking, with Ae authors of my 
being, of the fame honoured grave, and of 
the joyful hopes with which they met it . • • 
Never will I quit thy protecting fide . . Never 
will I abandon my father in his declining age 
.... nor forget the hand which fuftained my 
inf^mt weaknefs." 

• ''.Son of my Fatima i '* faid the fiibdued 
Naphor, finking into the arms of Obadiah^ 
*' living and perfeft image of her fidelity 
and love! — we will not be feparated • , . ; 
Thy father (hall ftill guide thy fteps . ; . We 
will prepare for the voyage, and encounter 
its perils together. Thy ftrength and vigour 
fhall fupport my weaknefs, and my expcri-- 
ence fhall be thy fafeguard. Thcmjkdlt 
live to adore the wifdom and goodneifwhich 
have thus provided for the fafety and com- 
fort of man ; and thy children (hall recom- 
penfe thy filial iove." 

Thus faying, each retired to his quiet rc- 
pofe ; and the renewed peace of Obadiab 
was undifturbed. 
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%mn XIl. 

HAMET, 

AN 

ALLEGORICAL TALE, 

Hamet was the child of Abundance, he 
was iiTirfed on the kne^ of Luxury; his 
' attendants Wene Ae fervfle and trcmbKng 
flaves of his ungovemed and capriciottsivillj 
and his guides, the debafing aind frivD- 
lotrs dependants of Pteafure. The fingular 
beauty of his jDerfon, the grace and vigour 
which dignified lus youth, encouraged in hds 
mind a contemptuous fcorn towards his 
inferiors; «nd from the elevation of his 
ranlc he looked down with fenfelefs pride 
on all whom he arrogantly riiought beneath 
him. His furrounding paraifites addrefed 
hhii by the ftipert) title of ''the Favourite 
bf Mahomet i** and Hamet doubted not 
but that he had an unqueftronabJe right to 
diis high appellation, and to the privileges 

annexed 
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^n^jTfed tb It; ^ftd oF thefe pcmtt w^ th^ 
firft. 

At thfe ige of fetertteeh he was the xm- 
contfoUed mafter tyf hittifelF, and of his 
ftdier's iirtmehfe richfes. Achmet, the pa- 
tent of the young Htiihet, had at his death 
fowerfiil motivei for tearing to his ion this 
di^ttg^otis liberty, ^ich #erfe itot only 
ftrtmioilfly oj:)tJ6fed by the J)*iidcrtc6 of age, 
btit aifo by avarice. Biit Achmet eould not 
fotget the means by which ht had ac*- 
i^uilhed his Urge poflfeffions, nor the danger^ 
that he had with fo much anxious care feeft 
fufpchded over his devoted head. He wdft 
fa*w that the witneffes of his pecukrions, 
'*id the injured bbjefts of his injuftioe^ 
i*(aited only for the fi^>port of power «nd 
Mhience to cirry ^ei^ cottiplaints to Ae 
4^ of the fuMh, and Ko find ample ven- 
.g^sinice in his ^-^^in. -Achmet had long fore* 
fcrti *hat his tiledit with his defpotic inaftefr 
w#s fjWkihg, and on^y wanted this ^ifoovery 
ft)t«lly to annihilate it, and to ^overwhelm 
him in its fall. With tihefe fear^ brooding 

ia 



.44 

in his mind, Achmet had for fome time 
retired from public obfervation. His 
fumptuous palace at Bagdad was quitted 
for a retreat at fome diftance from it, which 
was called " the Pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains/' Its peculiar fituation gave 
this denomination to the houfe, which w^s 
built on the fide of one of feven mountains, 
that with fudden and irregular grandeur 
rofe from the bofom of a widely extended 
plain of barren afpeft ; and the vegetation 
of the mountains afforded nothing beyonji 
paflure for the wild goats, and a refuge for 
a few fcattered and miferable ppafants. 

In this feclufion from the world Achmet 
fought precarious fafety ; but the end of his 
greatnefs was hourly approaching, and his 
finking fpirits warned him that the enemy 
he had to enco\inter was not to be baffled 
.or circumvented, Perfuaded of his fpeedy 
diffolution, he commanded his fon into his 
apartment, and ordered the flaves to with- 
draw, They obeyed, and Hamet remainefi 
by his dying father's couch, , _ ; 

'' Thou 
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• *' Thou feeft,-' faid Achraet, ^* the end 
of human greatnefs. The angel of death 
hovers over thy father, and may perhaps 
arreft the words I now wifh to utter. Liften 
to ine with attention, and refpeft the coun- 
/el which means to provide for thy fafety» 
I leave to thee, Hamet, abundant wealth 
and numerous foes : but thy fecurity has 
.been my vigilant care : the firft ftone of 
this edifice had for its objedl thy preferva- 
tion, and that of thy fortune. It is now 
time for me to unfold to thee the fecret of 
this retreat, and to account for that wifdom 
in the feleftion of this fpot, which has been 
called folly. Know then, that the bafe of 
the obelilk erefted in honour of the fultan 
is not what it appears to be. It is hollow, 
and conceals the entrance to a treafure more 
precious and more abundant than that 
which thou wilt publicly fucceed to as the 
heir of Achmet. In a fmall iron coffer 
depofited in the bafe thou will find a roll of 
vellum, on which is faithfully and exaftl}^ 
ciciincited the paflage to the caverns bcj 

neath -, 
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ffieftth; for tkefe are intric^ and perilous* 
On the morning precediag th^ aoiuYerfaff 
of the day of thy birth, wuch with ^^t 
iFant eye the firft ray of die fun thatf&tkei 
on the obelil^ ; ohferve^he^identical ppint 
when it touches the e4ge of the bei{€i Pre& 
with thy hand that part, and ^ iecret ipfing 
Will yield, and difcloie to thee, with the iar 
ftru^ions which thou wilt {Ian4 iil need of^ 
a place of refuge from thy enemies. Be 
grateful for thy father's provident eajFe; thf 
afylum is prepared, thy wants a«e provided 
for, and the means of thy emancipatioa 
from the caverns will be widi the^ whea 
prudence warrants thy departure. Bleft 
the Great Prophet, who has fpared me fraai 
the bow-ftring for thy fake. Pneferve thf 
fecret, and be wife/' 

Achmet ceafed to fpeak and to breatha 
aim oft at the fame inftant. 

Hamet retained in his memory his Other's 
inftruftions to the concealed treafure, laughs 
ed at his predi^ions of danger, and fcorn^ 
ed enemies whom he knew not, tfe gave 

orders 
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orders for the funeral obfequies of . Achmet ; 
in which was difplayed more of oftentatkuis 
pomp than of filial forrow. A magnificent 
mofque aod mauibleum were ere&ed in 
honour of *'the noble and magnanimous 
bsflmw Achmet;'' and Hamet was fatisfied 
that he had faithfully acquiti;ed himi^f of 
all the duties of a fon. Convinced that a 
vifit to the caverns was unneceiTary for the 
prefent^ he haftened to Bagdad, and refigned 
lumfelf to the enjoyment of his fmiling fbr«> 
tune> with all the wild profufion of his iii« 
ordinate wifhes. 

His palace and gardens became the won* 
der of Bagdad, and his ieraglio the envy of 
the Eaft. Mifery and Want heard of '^ the 
fiiTOurice of Mahomet," and prefled with 
plaintive cries around his gates. But their 
complaints were, by the coounand of Hamet^ 
tnfwered by menaces and flripes ; and the 
moft ferocious and fturdy of his flares were 
appointed to drive them from the /ight of 
their matter -, for Hamet's heart was dead 
to pity, and his faftidious eyes turned with 
6 difguft 
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^'ifguR. from the fqualid wretchednefs of 
age and ficknefs. Even the flaves of his 
houfchold, whofe years or countenances dif- 
pleafed him, were baniflied from his pre- 
Icnce; and difregarding the infirmities of 
that age, or their former fervdces, he left 
them to the rude labours impofed upon 
them by the vile inftrumcnts of his power.- 
In the number of thefe degraded flaves 
were four who had enjoyed the favour and 
proteftion of his father. They had fuperi- 
ifltended in his apartment, whilft yqt aii 
infant. To their faithful truft was his un-* 
guarded youth configned, and with fidelity 
;and attention they had endeavoured td 
check his headftrong paflions, and open Jiis 
heart to the precepts of wifdom. They 
had followed his wayward fteps with gentle^: 
nefs and patience, and with addrefs and 
zeal promoted" every indication of docility 
and attention. But Hamet found their 
honefty^ ofFenfive, and their fervices officious* 
They were* baniflied from his apartments, 
arid he\fcarcely..knew..that they lived in.th(t 
; 8 / ^ crowd 



crowd of menial flaves, who were employed 
in the gardens. 

The new attendants who fucceeded to 
their pofts not unfrequently envied them 
their degraded ftations, notwithftanding 
the toil annexed to it, Thofe amongft 
them who could adminifter new pleafures 
to the palled fancy of Hamet, or fucceed in 
roufing his fatiated appetite for the banquet, 
enjoyed an influence which nothing could 
withftand, but which hung on the caprice 
of the moment, and the fudden and unre- 
lenting fiiry oi their fiave zxid tyrant. 

But " the Favourite of Mahomet ** foon 
difcovered his powers limited, and his in- 
dulgences controlled, by an enemy that he 
did not expeft. His habitual indolence, the 
intemperance of his life, and the violence 
of his temper, foon manifefted their efFefts 
on his health. Sleep fled from his downy 
embroidered fopha; a fcverifli heat throbbed 
in his veins ; the debility of age fhook his 
palficd handi and the blooming and vigorous 
Hamet became the declared vidim of ex- 
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cefs'and difeafe. His malady baffled thd 
art of healing. The phyficians of Bagdad 
and of the neighbouring provinces failed in 
every means of relief for their munificent 
patient ; and the languid Hamet difmified 
them with querulous complaints of his dif- 
appointment^ and contemptuous reproaches 
ifor their ignorance. 

A flave, the favourite of the hour, now 
fpoke of a ft ranger, whofe wonderful fkrll 
in medicine, and fuccefs in curing the fick, 
were the converfation of all Bagdad ; and 
whofe wifdom and urbanity foothed and 
comforted thofe whom he could not fave 
from death. The flave was difpatched with 
eager hafte, to feek this benevolent and 
fkilful man, and the drooping Hametl^ 
waited his arrival with renewed hope and 
reftlefi impatience. At length a man vene- 
rably in. age ftood before him: his eye% 
were piercing and intelligent, the glow of 
health ^mated his cheek, and beftowed 
dignity and grace on a flowing beard as 
whkp 9S fiipw. His ftature was tall and 

ccinmandihg;^ 
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commanding, his drefs limple, and hh 
manners grave but courteous. He fixed 
his attenrive eyes on Hamet, and his counte- 
nance funk into palenefs and d^jedion. He 
queftionedhim. A profound figheicapedhim, 
and his eyes became humid, " I fee/' faid die 
terrified and trembling Hamet, ^^ that I have 
nothing to hope." — '^ Allah forbid!'' an- 
fwered the flrangerwith increafing emotion: 
" I truft that my endeavours, and thy pcrfe- 
vering prudence, will fave thee. Be of good 
courage. But my fkill is vain, unlefs it meet 
with docility. Abflain from thy exceiies. For 
this caufe art thou vifited by ficknefs : thy 
Prophet chaflens thee, for thou haft tranf- 
grefled his law. Seek with diUgence the 
fpring of Health : fo fhall thy ibul live, and 
thy ftrength be renewed/' Thegueftsof 
Hamet laughed aloud without check or con* 
trol. The ftranger, with a fevere and un- 
troubled countenance, gazed at them in (Hence 
— ** I perceive," faid he with dignity, *^ that 
my advice accords not with the opinion of 
thofe around thee. I leave chee to decide in 

a matter 
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a matter in which I at Icaft have neither 
flattered thy weaknefs nor abufed thy cre- 
dulity/' Thus faying, he flowly and majefti- 
cally quitted the apartment. Hamet, im- 
preffed with an undefinable refpeft for a 
man who had not bowed before him, or 
been awed by his grandeur, fretfully re- 
proved his friends for the levity and inde- 
corum of their behaviour, and blamed a 
conduft which had, in the firfl; inflance, 
been encouraged by hi$ approving fmile. 
He difmifled them with fuUennefs, and in 
hafte recalled the unknown phyfician. 
With fomething like an apology for the 
incivility of his late reception, he entreated 
o be informed of thofe means by which he 
could find thefpring of Health. "I have 
wealth wherewith to purchafe it," faid 
Hamet: *'I have power to command it; 
flaves in abundance to feek it ; and friends 
who at the peril of their own lives will 
encounter any danger that may guard it."— 
*^ The zeal of thofe whom thou calleft thy 
friends/- replied with folemnity the un-» 

known^ 
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known, ^'availeth thee nothing* Thy 
Wealth and thy power are ufelefsi thy 
flaves will fail ; no hand but thine own Can 
reach it) from all befide it will recede. 
Thou muft feek it unaccompaniedi un* 
attended, or thy feafch will be fiitile* Be 
not deceived^ Hamet," continued he with 
awe-infpiring authorityj ** thou art on the 
verge, of the grave i the angel of death waits 
only the awful mandate, to ftrike diee to the 
duft. Go to thy pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains. I am permitted to tell thee^ 
that the ipring of Health is on the fummic 
of one of thofe heights which furround thy 
retreat, and encircle thine abode. Go fear^ 
lefsly, and wait alone the interpolition and 
inftruftions of thy guardian angel. ' ' Hametj 
ftruck with terror at the folemn import of 
the ftranger's words, clofed his eyes with 
difmay and a fudden faintnefs. The attend^ 
ing flaves crowded to his fuccour, and in 
that moment of officious zeal the ftranger 
difappeared. Surprife inftantly followed his 
retreat* Themoft diligent fearch enfued : 

he 
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he was to be traced neither in the avenues 
o( the palace, nor in the gardens ; nor to be 
found in Bagdad. Hamec was troubled and 
confounded. His flaves pronounced the un- 
known a magician, and warned their mailer 
to beware of him. His companions laughed 
at their fuperfticion, and called him an 
artful impoftor, who had wifely ihunned 
the detection he feared. But Hamet, with 
his ufual arrogance and inflated hopes, 
decided in his own mind, that he was a 
ipecial mefTenger fent by the Prophet to 
warn him of his danger, and to prefcribe 
the certain .means of avoiding it; suid he 
determined to follow implicidy the fuper* 
natural agent's advice and orders. The 
preparations for the fhort pilgrimage of 
Hamet would have fufficcd for a troop of 
true muflulmen for one to Mecca : and if 
levelling the feven mountains by the agency 
of others could have accomplifhed Hamet'a 
wifhes, he would have attempted the enter- 
prife J for he regarded his prefent weaknefs 
with trembling forebodings^ and dreauled 
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aneflbrt from which in the pride of his 
ftrength he would have ihrunk* For ibme 
time he hefitated: the idea of being 1^ 
without a fingle flave to wait upon him fuok. 
him to the imbecility of an infant, and he 
Wept like one. The urgency of his don* 
dition and the defire of life at kngth pre-^ 
vailed, and Hamet difmifled his attendants 
from the pavilion ... 4 His bath was pre* 
pared, the rich carpets fpread for his re* 
pofey light and commodious veftments left 
within his reachj and a repaft of choice and 
various viands placed in order* Hamet 
fuUenly obferved their duteous cares ; and 
they left him to the hope that they were 
needlefs, for that in the protedlion of Maho* 
met he fliould find a (peedy change in his 
ficuation. New to the iblitude which de- 
prefled him, Hamet wandered into the 
delicious gardens which enclofed the pavi- 
lion on all fides; and of which the high 
walls formed an infurmountable barrier to 
the incurfions of the lawiefs from wkhout^ 
and the premeditated efcape of the flftves of 

unjuft 
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Unjuft power from within. He carelefsly 
threw himfelf by the fide of a fountain, and, 
lulled by its murmurs, funk into repofe* 
On awaking, he found himfelf refrefhed by 
his numbers, and the cool breezes of the 
evening ; and excited by a flight return of 
appetite, he returned to his apartment. In- 
tending to fatisfy it with the provifion fo 

feduloufly prepared for him He was 

aftoniftied at feeing all that had fpread the 
luxurious board removed, and in the ftead, 
a plate of boiled rice, a few dates, and a 
bowl of flierbet . . . . Near thefe were placed 
an ivory tablet, and a fmall phial containing 
a red coloured liquor.... He feized with 
fudden impulfe the tablet, and read as 
follows : "The fafety and life of the fon of 
Achmet depend on his obedience. He muft 
fubmit to the power which now governs 
him. The elixir in the phial muft be 
carefully preferved. He will have notice 
when t| apply it to its deftined ufe. Refift^ 
ance is vain. If he look on the face of 
man till his probation is finiflied, he will 

return 
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return to Bagdad, and Ihare with his father 
the honours of his magnificent tomb.*' • • • • 4 
*^ Traitor !" exclaimed the indignant Hamet^ 
^' thy purpofe is now declared, although thy 
vile motives are yet concealed* But I will 
iearch for them in thy cowardly heart ; 
tad thouffh that death with which thou fo 
impotently menaceft me were the fure con- 
fequence, I will be fatisfied and revenged/* 
He rufhed with impetuous fury to the gate# 
It refifted his attempts to open it; and pant- 
ing with returning weaknefs and increafed 
impatience, he difcove red that he was con* 
fined beyond the poflibility of an efcape* 
He curfed aloud his own credulity, and the 
provident care of his father, who had thus 
prepared him a prifon. Exhaufted by his 
vain efforts to free himfelf, faint with third 
and the fever that preyed on his agitated 
frame, he returned to the apartment which 
he had left. On eagerly reaching his hand 
to the Iherbet, he difcovered ne|Linfln]C- 
tions from the invifible agent m whofc 
power he now felt himfelf. On a fcroll of 

vellum 
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vellum he read thefe words : ** The mind 
of the wife man meets fortune with* firm- 
nefs and patience. It feeks in its own re-> 
fources thofe arms with which it is neceC* 
lary for him to encounter unprofperoug 
events. It furveys with fteady eye dark- 
nefs and clouds encompafling the face of 
nature j taught by experience that the great 
fource of light and of life is at that yerjr 
moment difpenfing its accuftomed bleff* 
ings to worlds around. Thus, with equal 
fecurity, does it reft in the dark profound 
of trial and difficulty, and traces to the 
Author of all good thofe events that fhadow 
over its day of enlivening funfhine. It 
Juiows that the time is faft approaching when 
Allah will manifeft himfelf in all his ways $ 
and recompenfe thofe who humbly rely on 
his wifdom, and with patience and perfe- 
▼ering courage fuftain the part allotted to 
them." The heart of Hamet received the 
falutar^lfibn with fullen fadnefs. Weary 
and fonorn, he fou^t in fleep a refuge 
from his uneafy tkiughts ; and flretched on 

his 



hh fopha, his unquiet mind funk into tem- 
porary oblidon. The finging of the birds 
awakened Hamet before the fun had gilded 
the horizon. He ftarted from his couch^ 
and repaired to the garden more a6tuated 
by the defire of changing his place than by 
that of inhaling the invigorating breath of 
the mom. Nature fmiled around him> and 
infenfibly difiufed fome portion of her 
fweet and peaceful influence over the de- 
jeAed Hamet. He flood motionlefs^ gaz- 
ingy with admiration and new fenfations of 
delight on the glorious orb of day riling 
in majefty> and chafing from the mountain 
tops the vapours of the night. The carol- 
ing of the birds ceafed for a moment at 
the fight of his irradiating beams^ as if 'to 
coUeffc in one univerfal chorus to hail the 
tutelary god of the creation. Hamet with 
involuntary piety fell on his face^ and adored 
who appointed the fun in its courfe. 



and commanded the light to fhinq^u^blefs 
his creation. An unfpeakable emonon pe- 
netrated hiiibulr./^How has it happen- 
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.ed/* thought he, "that till this momttit 
of doubt and of danger my foul has re- 
mained infenfible ? To my eyes only has 
the fun hitherto communicated its light. 
The (weets of fpring diffufed no peculiar 
joy over the heart of Hamet. Autunm 
gave in its rich harveft^ and the hymn of 
gratitude never paffed his lips* Is it that 
until this hour 1 have been fettered in a 
dungeon ? or that my prefent prifon is the 
deftined place of emancipation from mental 
darknefs and ftupid obduracy ? — Be it fo.— 
And let this propitious hour be the fore- 
runner of days bearing pleafures that will 
not fatiate, as thofe have done in which the 
life of the unfortunate Hamet has been 
funk." 

A tear fell on the pallid cheek of the 
fubdued Hamet : but his heart was foothed 
he returned compofed to his apartment, and 
drank without murmuring pf fome goats 
milk ijpvided for his repaft. His unprac- 
tifed mind foon however funk into liftlefs 
difcontent..,«Had I/' faid he aloud, " but 

onQ 
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one of thofe numerous friends who are, u\ 
anxious folicitude for my fafety, regretting 
my abfence from Bagdad ! — had I but m^ 
to cheer this foHtude, I could with patience 
remain in it — but to be thus cut off from the 
fight of man is infupportable ! " — ^* Thofe 
whom thou creduloufly calleft thy friends,** 
anfwered an audible whifper, ** are now re- 
veiling in thy palace, and laughing at thy 
folly." The aftoniflied Hamet looked 
fearfully around him— all was filent — and 
he determined to explore every part of the 
habitation. He left the rotunda, and with 
eager hope examined every approach to 
it: each apartment was vifited with the 
moft exaA fcrutiny, and difappointed and 
reftlefs he returned to the central room 
he had quitted. In the midft of it flood a 
reading - deflc, on which was placed the 
Koran; and in the ufual charadlers was 
written on a label ** Behold tby Friend.'* 

Hamet, not doubting but that h^^as un<r 
der the control of a power which he was 

unable to refift, paffively obeyed He 

placed 
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placed himfelf before the holy book, and 
his mind infenfibly became interefted by its 
fublime and confoling doftrines. He for- 
got the pafling hours, till the fetting fun re- 
minded him of his pious refolutions. He 
performed his ablutions, and for the firlt 
time in his life tafted the glorious privi- 
lege of Man communing with his Maker, 
Hamet prayed with fervour and fincerity 
of heart. He aflced of Heaven an enlight- 
ened mind i and he returned with tranquil- 
lity and hope to calm repofe. The truths 
of religion now poured daily into the puri- 
fied heart of Hamet their falutary balm; 
The temperance of his board had reftored 
health and vigour to his body i he was 
femiliarized with folitude i and found plea- 
fure in working in the garden, and water- 
ing the parterres. He faw with compofure 
that his invifible guide prefented him with 
new inftruftions, and he read them with the 
firm purpofe of obedience. He learned that 

on the night of the approaching full moon 
he wa^ to prepare for his departure. Art 
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tbftinence of twelve hours from food was 
enjoined for the preceding day, and the 
elixir was to be fwallowed at fun-fet. Ha- 
met had now no fears. "The friend of 
Allah," faid he, "cannot be my enemy. 
I have learned to truft to a power that can 
fave me from a hoft, if in its wifdom it 
fee fit to fpare me ; and in that proteftion 

I will truft." He had ftill two or 

three days to wait the appointed time; 
imd he recoUedted that his birth-day was 
included in the period. " My courfe is un- 
certain," thought Hamet. "I am not for-^ 
bidden to provide for the neceflities of iti 
I will profit from the prefent hour to 
vifit the caverns, and from thence take a 
fupply that may be needful." This purpofe 
engaged fo much of his attention, th^t at 
the dawn of day Hamet was at the obe- 
liflc. But a moment fufficed to fhow him 
that his labours had been prevented. The 
iron coffer was before him, and contained 
nothing but the ivory tablet, on which was 
written. ..." Seek not, Hamet, thofe riches 

which 
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which endure not. Seek wifdom, and get 
underftanding. Gold has already betrayed 
thee. Truft no more to thy infidious foe." 
— "Angel of Triith !" exclaimed Haniet, 
** I acknowledge thy admonidbn, and fub- 
mit to thy wifdom. Yes : gold has indeed 
betrayed me : its fatal influence robbed my 
youth of inftruftion, foftered every paffion 
of my degraded foul, fubdued its energies, 
or converted them to frantic violence^ 
It has rendered my more matu^^e age like a 
fick man's dream i my life has been without 
honour^ and my exiftence ufelefs to all.** — 
Hamet paufed, and wept aloud, '* Hope !" 
murmured a voige from the pedeftal, ♦* /fo- 
met is not loft!'* — " My guardian angel 
is with me/* exultingly cried Hamet: " J 
will hope i and in this moment caft far 
from me the ' fetters which have with-r 
me from the true dignity of man.** 
I .was filence — and Hamet with humble 
yer fortified his tranquillity and his refo- 
lution. At the hour prefcribed he fwal- 
low^d the elixir. Sleep fcaled his eyes, 
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and hocy wove fnoci the tfnpre(i|ons of his 
xniiKl the fbUcming vijjon, 

Hamet thoiigtn: he Imkd the nGng fan, 
StUjring forth from the wide-exteoded gates 
of the pavilion, eUte with hope, aadvigo- 
nous in his newly acquired ftrength, he dC- 
ccnded the firil mountain with light and 
eifjr ftep; but, as he gained the fiimn^i^ 
the icantf verdure gave place to the naked 
Md barren rock. The# bead of the lno^l^ 
lain ixm&fted of a ru4^ mafs of ftoiae, where 
J90t€vm wof^ v^jp£ated. **MyJab ur " 
thought Hamet, ^'is only begun 
Thi$ defelate fpot comtaio^ m^ the 
Hbakh. I miift proqeed#":> • . • • K aow 
opd with more cautbus Aeps th^ d^Uvity 
w£ the nountatn on the oppollte fkle : his 
]ttth was pefik)ii$ ^ and whilft he Searched 
BAiy for hw foot, the ipund pf a water- 
All reiched bia ear • ... He lifteoed wi;ph 
iwate atoefitioii. k murmi^ed diflin&lf' 
iod he followed die fi>uad.» It brought 
him to a chaim io the rode; aod Jie judged 
chat <he fpriog was ^roocealed in us dark 
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bofom. He entered boldly, and condniied 
his devious courfe, till an imperfeft light, 
glimmering through the crevices of the 
ponderous roof, difcovered to him that he 
was in an immenfe cavern. It appeared as 
though Nature had deftined it for the anti- 
chamber to her dark abode j for the yawn- 
ing openings to diflPerent receflfes con- 
founded Hamet^s choice. The inviting 
found of the water was become more 
diftant, and only reached him by intervals. 
He flood irrefolute j when again it reitch- 
ed his ear, froni a paflage fo narrow as to 
have been unnoticed by him. He haftily 
turned in, and found with fome furprife, 
that he defcended a broken flight of fteps, 
evidendy the work of tnan. He purfued 
the path, however, which he hoped would 
terminate his toil; and the fight of a lamp, 
which at that moment emitted its fickly 
rays from the roof whence it was fufpended, 
confirmed his hopes. " This," faid Hamet, 
'* has been probably placed near the Ipring, 
by the care of fome one who vifits it, and 

who 



67 

who^has experienced, with its lalutary ef- 
feds, the . difficulty of approaching it. • ' He 
prefled forward ; and the irregular defcent 
brought him to a fmall cavern, in which 
hung a larger and brighter lamp^ Surprife 
fpr fome moments banifhed eyiery thought 
of Hamet's purpofe, on his perceiving that 
this fubterraneous abode had recently been 
the (helter of man. Some embers were 
yet glowing on the earth .... parts of dirty 
and tattered veftments were fcattered around 
..... the remnants of a repaft ftood on the 
lid of a Jarge cheft ; and a vafe of water 
by its fide invited Harriet's thirfl:....He 
reached forward to grafp it, when his eyes 
met the name of Acbmet engraven on the 
cheft. He now concluded that he was in 
the cavern in which his father had con- 
cealed with fo much care his treafures ; 
and that it was in the power of thofe who 
had difcovered the fecret, and who ftill 
availed themfelves of the recefs as a place 
of concealment, and the fcene of their fu- 
ture 
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ture citm^. Stm^k mth this idea» te 
haftily quitted dife car^dm, b onder to eraite 
the banditti whoie refort it appeared to be. 
He had nearly readied the entrance to ^e 
large caver^ ^^ a blow on his head laid 
him ferifdefew On recoverteg from his ftte- 
por he fbund himfelf in the cav^n &om 
which he had imh preCipita;tioti fled» ismd 
furrbund^ by fix or more of his avm 
llaves) wbo were bufily adminiftering r^ 
lief. Wish furioQS looks and rn amemiciag 
tone Hamec <lemahded the puipc^ which 
had brought them to that place. . . . .^h^ 

liad given him the blow «ad what 

^ere dieir tntentions in regard to their 
mafter -, and drawii^ a poniard from hss 
v^, he fwore by his Prophet^ that «*!» 
would fell his life deaiiy/' One of die 
flaves^ with cool and farcaftic'contempt^ bacie 
him not fear outrage. " We liave/' imd 
he, ** bufinefs of more conlfequence bdfoife 
us than taking vengeance on an impotent 
tyraht. We are not without arms," added 

he 
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he with a look of defianjce : " but thy life is 
fafe, Hamet^ if thauwilleft that it fliQuld 
be fo . . • • and what is mare^ we will be- 
friend thee. Know thQn> that the aga 
with his janiflaries is at this hour in pof- 
feflion of thy palace at Bagdad ; aiid that 
thy pavilion of retreat i$ now in ruins. 
A price, and no finall onc> i^ affixed to thy 
head> and the moft diligent fearch follows 
thy fugitive fteps. In the confufion of the 
hour, and conduced by thy flave Selim,, 
we efcaped, to double the number of that 
now before thee, to this afylum ; in which 
we difcovered a treafure, not the l^fs wel- 
come for being unlooked for, and, with 
this, a provifion for our fuftenance ftill 
more precious . • • • All is now fafely de« 
pofited in a bark on the Tigris, and guard- 
ed by Selim and our other compamions. 
In our hafte to remove it from hence, we left 
behind us a caiket, which we fuppofe to 
be a rich one. We determined on return- 
ing hither (or it. On entering the paflage 
to this cavern, we found our way impeded 

by 
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bv Tomr one apparendy without life ; and 
Kli*iiroiiii o( knowing what fuch an intruder 
Ivvio.l lor us, :ind as willing to aflift the 
in;tor,iMo creature, we took up the body, 
A\\ fvniiul it was thee. We fuccoured thee, 
I laiurt, lor we had eaten of thy bread 
I liipptMe," added the flave, " that in thy 
hallo to quit the cavern thou detachedft with 
thy hand a loofe piece of the rock -, for, as 
1 rovolled, thou waft covered with rhe 
I'allen fragments. We are now on the point 
of quitting thee and this fpot for even 
Preliinie not to follow us. Thy deftiriy is 
changixl, and lb is ours : we go to enjoy in 
jM^ace tliat freedom from bondage which be- 
longs to man. It may be that thou haft to taftie 
the privation of this firft and beft bleffing. If 
Jliivery Ihould be thy lot, remember, not to 
repine at the harftinefs of thy mafteri but 
think of the proud and inflexible Hamet, 
and of thofe of his flaves v^ho r«turned him 
rrood for evil . . . We leave thee water and 
rice enough to fuftain thee for fome days, 
and counfePthee not to quit thy preftnt 

afylum," 
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afylum." Thus faying, with.an air of cool 
intrepidity he ftruck thq calket againft the 
rock with repeated efforts. It yielded to 
the blows, and difcovered its rich contents 
of precious gems. Eafdi fecreted a part 
in his turban, and left the forlorn Hamet 
to his meditations. 

*' This then," faid he, ftretching him- 
ielf on the bare ground, " is human great- 
nefs. The flave who trembled before me, 
and faluted me from the duft, now infults, 
defies, and abandons me 1 But," contir 
nued he, rifmg with . CQllefted firmnels, 
" this annihilation of my grea^tnefs has not 
taken away that which is properly my own. 
Nature has given me powers for theexprefs 
purpofe of combating with evils like thefe 
... In my fall, I will rife mto real great- 
nefs, and by patience and fortitude ftiow 
that I am a man. I will quit this tomb of 
voluntary death* Allah will provide me a 
more honourable one," — He flowly and 
fafely quitted the caverns, not without fur- 
prife that he no longer heard tj\e moft re- 
mote 
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ft6t6 Jbiiftd df thftwawir, which had aUyfed 
him \tA6 the ttcik. H6 no^ rtgmtttd the 
timd that his unfucdftfsfiil fearch hid o€ea- 
iioAcd to Alaf^ft. His fpirit^ were troubfed 
by the inforiiiation which his flaves hadgiv^ 
hirfi 5 and he had no guid^ for his ft^, 
jior any refuge for his wants. The m^6A 
Tofe wiA a cloudy and a troubled afpeft ; 
the air becaiftie oppreffive with heat j and 
Hamet, faint and weary, funk to the earth. 
An awful filence portended the rifing ftorm 
sa-it broke ^ith tremendous founds on his 
rJdfeAceteft h^ad . . • • and Hamet then firft 
aifcovered that he had loft his turbaft. 
Teal fucceeded jE>eal of loud and prolonged 
thunder . : . the lightnings flalbed> but to 
Ihfed deeper horror on furrounding datk- 
jn*fs . . : the ftidon had hidden her light, ob- 
Jcufed by the contending elements. Drench- 
fed with iifapetuous rain, and appalled by 
thfe novelty o( his fituation, die heart of 
Hamet funk within him, and he thought of 
his luxurious couch at Bagdad widi anguilh 
6f foul. iThe plaintive cries of children 

now 
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now met his ear, and diilurbed his medita-* 
tions. He ftarted up, and, following the 
founds, faw himfelf before a cave, formed 
by the projeftion of two large pieces of rock. 
Near the entrance ftood a lamp on the 
ground, and round it were two or three 
naked children hudJled together, and con- 
tefting for fome coarfe bread. Fearful of 
alarming them, Hamet mth gentleneis 
afked for fhelter. " Enter freely," replied 
a feeble voice from the more diftant part 
of the cave : " this abode is the boon of 
Nature for the wretched ; and if Mifery 
condu^ thee, it is thine to ihare with 
me." He advanced, and faw the attenu- 

• 

ated form of a woman bufily engaged 
in fele^ling fome rice-fialks from a large 
quantity of weeds . . . She raifed her hag- 
gard eyes to meet the falutation of Ha- 
met : but no fooner had (be with fixed at- 
tention furveyed his countenance, than the 
livid palenefs of her cheek gave place to the 
fluihings of fury ; her meagre and languid 
form ftood firm and colie^ed. She fprang 
5 forward, 
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forward, and, feizing him by his tunic, for- 
cibly drew him towards the lamp ; where 
with filent and curious malignity fhe again 
examined him. At length with an Qxulting 
grin, and a piercing voice, fhe exclaimed, 
*' Is it then come to this ? Is this indeed 
Hamet, the * favourite of Mahomet ?' Is it 
come to this ?" repeated fhe, clapping her 
hands in fcornful mockery. *^ Does be feek 
a refuge with Mifery and Want ? 

" Fly," faid fhe with flern contempt, " fiy, 
obdurate fon of pride ! ere thou learnelt 
that Wretchednefs hardens the human heart to 
cruelty, as efFeftually as revelry and riot. I 
have no flaves to drive thee from my dwell- 
ing i I have no infolent high-fed minions to 
chafe thee with whips, and taunts more 
cruel, from my doori My power is in my 
necelTities; and thefe," added fhe, dr.awing 
a poniard from her breafl, " give nerves of 
fleel to my hand ! Look at thofe helplefs 
beings, Hamet," continued fhe, foftening. 
" Behold them, emaciated with hunger, 
difkbled by ficknefs and want ! They once 

rivalled 
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rivalled thy infant graces ; they once bleffed 
a mother's eyes with comelinefs of form 
and promifing vigour. Look at them now^ 
and lifte;;! to the truths their pallid faces, and 
diftorted limbs convey to thy heart. It 
was thy fenfelefs profufion, it was thy hard 
negled:, Hamet, which rendered them what 
they now are. That bauble which ufelefely 
glitters on thy breaft would have fed, clothed, 
cherifhed them ! O wretched man ! how haft 
thou lived, infenfible to all the bleffings of 
abundance! how haft thou trodden with 
impious feet on thy duty I Defpart, arid feel 
what it is to live with Penury and Remorfe.*' 
Hamet, with confcious Ihame and re- 
pentant fighs, left the gem which fattened 
his veft. With filent agitation, and with 
humility bowing to his harlh monitrefs, he 
quitted the cave. The ft»rm without was 
appeaied .... the moon was now failing in full 
majefty and unclouded glory through the 
azure concave. ... a rich and cultivated vallev 
by beneach him .... canals in various direc* 
tioiis meandered through extenfive meadows 

and 
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and fields clothed widi the abundant harveft 
• •••flocks and herds of cattle were enjoy- 
ing that calm repofe, which for a time had 
been fufpended by the ftorm. .. .Nature 
* feemed to reft in forgetfulnefs of the Con- 

flift wliich had troubled her not a breeze 

moved the luxuriant foHage .... the chirp- 
ings of the grafs-hopper had ceafed .... the 
birds were ftieltered in filence .... and the 
inhabitants fecurely repofed in cottages 
neatly conftrufted, and numeroufly fcattered 
over this fcene of peace and tranquillity. 
The heart of Hamet felt the foft influence. 
He forgot his cares, his wants, his forlorn 
and dejefted .condition — Hfe gazed with 
ecftafy on the fcene before him. *^ Ah ! "' 
fighed he, '* this is what delights the 
heart of man ! It is in fcenes like thefe 
that he can contemplate the great Source 
of happinefs, of wifdom, and of power! 
What is the gilded palace, what is the ban- 
quet of luxury, what are the feverifli calls 
of a fickly and depraved appetite, to an 
hour like this ? Thefe are the pleafures 

appropriated 
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appropriated to man ; and when he turns 
from thism he ceafes to be one but inform. 
I thank diee> great and merciful Allah I '* 
' crted he in pious enthufiafm, 'Vthou haft 
♦awakened my foul from the fleep of death, 
and I am rich in the ruined condition of my 
profperity, which lulled me to ftupor on 
Ihc edge of a precipice, * ' He now penfi vely 
followed an eafy winding path which con- 
duced him from the mountain into the 
valley ; and he feated himfelf under fome 
tree% till the rifing fun and the want of 
Kfiiefhmetit urged him to proceed. He had 
not advanced many paces when a turn in 
liis path difcovered to him a man fitting 
under the (hade of fome lofty palm-trees, 
and bufily engaged in dividing a cake of 
millet into two equal parts. A turban of 
white linen was on one fide filled with ripe 
iigs : two bufialoes flood quietly browfing 
befide him, and at his feet lay fome imple- 
nMts of hufbandry. The compofure with 
which he noticed the approach of Hamet 
encouraged him to advance. ^^ Give/' fiud 

he 
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he to the pealantwith a faint voice, *' to 
him who needeth, for theblefling of Allah ! 
Let not my unworthinefs tempt thee to fin, 
I faint for want of food." — " Take^ and be 
fatisfied," anfwered the man with cotnpaf-i-* 
fion, and prefenting his ftore. ** I have 
known thy neceffities; although, AUahbe 
praifed ! the vices of Hamet of Bagdad 
are ftrangers to me." Hamet confounded 
hung down his head. " Fear not," conti* 
nued the man : " thou art fafe. : Compe- 
tence and content difda^n the price of. blood. 
It is wealth and want that harden the heart 
of man againft his fellow man. Wait here 
my return," added he, giving him his 
whole fupply of provifion : *' I go to my 
daily labour ; but at the hour of repofe I 
will condu(5l thee to my dwelling, where 
thou flialc find fhelter and better fare.". He 
rofe to depart. *^ Thy courtefy emboldens 
me," faid Hamet: " I pray thee, tell me to 
whom this domain belongs." — ^^ Knoweft 
thou not the merciful Abdallah?" replied 
the man with an air of furprife. ^' Behold 

on 
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on that gentle fwell on thy right his habi- 
tation of peaee. Behold the landuary of 
the unfortunate, the afylum of health to 
the fick, the refuge of the penitent, and 
the fafe rcpofe of the pure of heart ! . Thou 

wanted comfort. Seek it there it will 

meet thee with kindly greetings." So fay- 
ing, he haftily pufhed on his buffaloes, and 
departed. Hamet widi renewed hope took 
the road to the habitation thus indicated. 
The houfe now met his eyes. Its approach 
was through a fweep of meadows, bordered 
by fruit-trees laden with their riclTproduc- 
tions. The canal glided in its varied courfe, 
and the light boats fkimmed on its clear 
and full ftjueam. On all fides the fportive 
voices of children cheered his heart : fome 
were fitting in groups on tlie grafs, en- 
gaged in their fports, and fantaftically 
adorning their goats with flowers which 
fpontaneoufly met their hands .... others 
were eflaying the untaught notes of a flagco- 
.let made of reeds by their own imitative 
sogeouity. . . • Hamet's heart dilated with 

fympathetic 
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fympadietic joy. " Thefe/' laid he, ^* am 
the pleafoi«s trf benevolence! thefe the 
objeds which meet the eye of Abdalkh the 
merciful ! In his munificence he finds the 
Jpring of Healthy and 'in the happincfs wfikh 
he commttnicates fecurcs his own." 

The wide extended though unadoroed gaiK 
of Abdallah's houie admhted due flxangcc* 
No fiave with infolent nrenace repeJ8ed.hrmi 
IK) impertinent c^riofity met his urotcbed 
appearance ; the half 4iaked and cattened 
Hamet was fiJently tal<sen by the l»nd by a 
flave who attended ^t tke gate to reccke 
the weary gueft. Haroet <exntered : the door 
of an interior ajparti»ent opened, andiv 
found himfelf in the aims of ins oinkncmB 
phyfician, and fiirroundedfey the fourflwwES, 
the guardians ctf his infancy. Surpnife 
feized on the ipirits of Hamet, and .!»]»'- 
Aantfly faiated. His fleeting povwers vftam 
Tecaikd by the alJiduous care of Jus 
-friends. 

Hamet once 'more raifed his languid eyes. 
The bands of ^fleep were diflblved^ jand ie 

faw 
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faw that he' was ftretched on his accuftbrtied ' 
couch, in the rotunda of the pkvilion, and 
fupported by Selim. Abdallafi, the my- 
fterious Abdallah," was adminiftering, from 
time to tinie, a reftorative which he held in 
his hand. Hamef in miite wonder gazed 
oh them all by turns; his troubled ferifes^ 
wer6 yet under the impteflions of the vifioh 
the night, and his imagination flowlv 
yielded up the objefts impfefled oh it for 
thofe of reality. With a tremulous voice 
he addreffed himfelf at length to Selim : 
" Tell me," faid he, ** thou good old man, 
where I am: thy matter has unworthily* 
f<n"gotten the gratitude which he owed to thy ' 
fotterihg hand j but* thou wilt not abufe ^ 
hfe preleiit weaUnels. Thou feeQ: me once • 
more a child,' and the child of Misfortune/ 
Wherefore haft thou left the companions of 
thy flight from Bagdad'? Where haft thou 
lefr the bark in which the treafure$ of the 
cavern were pkiced ? How has it happ€fnecl 
that this retreat has either efcaped the Ynalice *' 
of my enemies, or mocks me with a likenels 
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to the pavilion ? But above all, I adjure thee, 
in the name of our Great Prophet, to explain 
to me (for I believe thou canft) who this 
ftranger is that now fo anxioufly regards 
me. Ought I to bow before him as the 
Angel of Inftruftion, or as a magiqian fent 
to enfnare my foul by a femblance of truth? 
for I have been fubdued by his power, and 
I may be the viftim of his artifices." — " Child 
indeed, O Hamet, muft thou be,'* anfwer- 
ed Selim with untroubled countenance, *^if 
for a moment thou returneft to the tales of 
thy nurfery. Thy prefent weaknefs clouds 
thy reafon, which has long fince refuted the 
magician, and the idle phantoms of ignorance 
and childifh credulity. Oh, fon of my love ! 
embrace thy deliverer j for he hath faved 
thy foul from deftruftion, and thy life from 
the malice of thy foes. In bis venerable 
form acknowledge the living reprefenjta- 
tiye of thy grandfather Abenmuley's virtue ; 
and bow with filial duty before thine uncle> 
and more than father.'* The fubdued Hamet 
funk into the embrace of his preferver, and 

his 
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his heart was relieved of an infupportable 
weight. The vifions of the night ftill floated 
on his fancy, and he recounted the eventful 
tale to his friends4 They hung with mute 
attention round his couch, and, when Ha- 
met had finilhed, Abdallah thus ipoke: 
*' Heaven, my fon, hath been gracioufly 
pleaied to fccond my pious purpofes. The 
inftruftion of this night flandeth not in 
need of my authority to enforce it on thy 
heart. Thou hall found the Spring of Health. 
Thou knoweft: the road to Happinefs, 
Thou haft experienced the falfe and deceit-* 
ful pleafures of thy palace at Bagdad. The 
recital of my life will elucidate all the my- 
fteries which now cloud thy returning 
peace .... Allah!" cried he with pious 
fervour, *« be thou ftill propitious to thy 
fervant ! May the words of my lips purify 
andeftablifliHamet ! May he learn, that thou 
never forfakeft him who doth not depart 
from thee !" 
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CONn^fUATI0N OF HAMET. 

*' Thou knoweftj without doubt, my 
Ton," began Abdallahj " the celebrity of thy 
g andfather Atenmuley's fame; for his 
name is ftill held in reverence by the good ; 
and the poor and needy ftill blels their be- 
nefaftor, by wifhing him the recompenfe of i 
the happy Abenmuley. 

** Thy father and myfelf were the only re- 
mains of a numerous offspring: the peftr- 
lence like a deluge fwept away the children 
of the pious Abenmuley, and we were pre- 
ferred from its defolating fury by being 
with our mother at a houfe diftant from 
Bagdad, at the time when the plague broke 
out. Zelima, our mother, was the moftije- 
loved wife of our father. The death of all' 
his other children, and the fame fate which' 
had fevered from him the greater part of ' 
his houfehold, determined him to feek 
happinefs with his Zelima in her favourite 
retreat, • Abenmuley was at this period in 
his fixtieth year. He gave up his fplendid. 

eftablifhment 
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eftibliiHftiertt ^tlSla^ad, andinthe bofofh 
of his family enjoyed, for two years, a feli- 
dty which xan ' only ffiring from 'undivi- 
ded ^aiafeaion Uhd eontrblled piflions. *rhe 
dciath of oilr frtbther ihterrupted his fef e- 
iilty, "and ^gain (Tailed 'upon him for pibife 
refignatioh. Achmet, my brother, had it 
this jundiire reached his fixte^fith year, I 
tvis two yekiis yotinger. A maternal tiricle, 
who had a brillisfAt fortune in a diflrantprb- 
Vlnd6, at this time quitted for a feafbn his 
govemmifent to undertake an embafly which 
Yfe^rdfed It ; arid he found our father bend- 
ksg uhdefr )i\s recent lofs and a profound 
ffefeftioh '6f fpirits. His health had yielded 
to his fo'rrow, and Abienmuley was the 
?hadow of his former felf. Achmet, our 
ti'Acle, kriew Httli^ of the foothing and leni- 
ent remedies which fympathy applies to 
afffiftion. He augmcnicd the forrows of 
Abenmuley by (educing his fon from his 
arms. My brother, in defiance of a fa- 
ther's tears, follbwcd the fortune of his 
thciC, in Whofe afpiring ambition he found 
a bafis for his oWnj and he quitted th** pa- 
ternal 
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temal roof with exulting hope and cold 
indifference. 

"Amongft the domeftic flaves of our 
habitation were four, who fhared without 
jealoufy th^ particular favour of my father. 
They were Greeks by birth, and a long 
friendfhip had united them. , Selim and 
Heli are, as thou knoweft, brethren, and 
they became the flaves of thy grandfather 
fome time before Muftapha and his comp^-? 
pion entered into the gentle fervitude of 
Abenmul^y, At the prayer of Selim and 
his brother, jny father purchafed them 
from a mafler hard and ferocious, and they 
experienced, in the change of their fetters, 
that goodiiefs can render captivity an cafy 
yoke. Thefe men brought with them a 
rich recon^penfe. Their knowledge and 
talents forded to the fons of their bene- 
volent patron advantages that his wealth 
could not have pyrchafed. We had been 
inftrufted by Selim and his brother in all 
the higher branches of fcience, and in th© 
^cceffion of Muftapha ^d his friend wq 
foynd die means of acquiring thofe accom- 

pliflimer^ts 
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plifhments fb little known to the Turks. 
My brother's impetuous fpirit loved neither 
the wifdom of the former nor the graces of 
the latter of our tutors ; and to be frem 
from their reftraint was probably amongfl: 
the more powerful mpdves which urged 
his departure. Be this" as it may, it is 
certain that a tafte for letters was the pre- 
dominant one in my mind ; and my attach- 
ment to thefe men amounted to a veneration 
which impofed on me a refpeft that their 
years did not demand ; for they were then, 
like myfelf, in the fpring of life, although 
(bmewhat more advanced. 

'* My father, in the abfence of Achmct, 
fought to renew his comforts with a child, 

* 

who, in bis love and fond remembrance, 
bore the image of his Zelima in his counte- 
nance. Delighted with purfuits which re- 
moved far from him the fear of lofing fight 
of me, he with cheerfulnefs fought every 
means of promoting them. Manufcripts 
were procured, at an expenfe and labour 
proportioned to the difficulty of finding 
them ; and the moft diftant regions fupplied 

food 
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food for the nund of Abdallah. In this 

• ■ . . . . 

courfe of improvement, in focial eafe aqd 
reciprocal confidence, did my peaceful days 
^ide on, .till J ha^ jpached my twentieth 
year. My farf^eir^ health and happinefs 
were renewed, ^i^'^y friends apparently 
^rgot that can^iii^ was an evil. This I 
was however, deteffnined to remind my 
father it became him to recoUeft. I knew 
my brother: and I alfo knew the power 
which would eventually /all into his hands. 
My father's countenance took an .i^r flf 
tender forrow on my gendy urging this^b* 
ligation toliim .... He was filent, and ^p>* 
d^tfiy moved. ' I will be juft,' &id-he. 
f Thy friends are free from this hour. X9 
thy generous care, my fon, I leave the np- 
limited power to render that freedom ^ 
blefling to them .... Go, and confer with 
them on thofe nieafures which are neceflaryj 
and fpeak not of the forrow of Abenmu- 
Jjey.' His voice faltered, an4. he retired 
into the alley of the garden neareft to him. 
With coUefted firmnefs I opened my com- 
miflion to my friends i and, concealing my 

face 




-face in.my robe, w^ned with ta i throbbing 

. heart their ;aj)fwer. They with ox>e voice 

refufed the offered gift, on every coodt^ion 

fave ,that of being teft/my unalienable- ri^t 

at ,the decease of nxy father. * Banifli us 

,flQt/ faid they, '/rom/Chis .abode .of peace. 

We ate the children of the .merciful A\ 

muleyi and we feek no other rel 

Tranfpor.ted with joy ^t a decifion iGy &-■' 

vourftble to our wiflies, my jSithtj .and myr- 

ielf forgot thofe neceffary me^fu^ of .fec.ur 

rity in which the future conditioiv ^f g^ 

#f5ipds .w?is involved. Ab^i^Lul^y.filj^fip 

hea^fh, and we gave ourfelves up 4;pipli^r 

laift^ntingencies. 

1^^ Splim, in his office of fuperint(^n(|.aDf pf. 
jthe ^rdens, dlfcovered a fraudulenjt imh 
of a young Egyptian flave, tp whom he had 
taken a fancy, and for whpn) he had ^ %f[<^^ 
tion. The offence was repeated, and falfii-? 
hood employed to cover it. llafien well 
)cnew the penalty: it cqnfifted neither in 
fcpurging nqr in hard fare, but in an ex-^ 
change of mailer ; and he perfeftly undor« 

flood 
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ftood that no punifhment could be fo fevere. 
He befought the pity of Selim, and with 
ingenuous contrition threw himfelf on his 
mercy. Sdim knew the heart of man. He 
fupplied the culprit with the deficient fum, 

..and gave him a poft ftill 'more honourable 
in the apartment of his mafter ; and thus 
fixed a principle of integrity and gratitude 
in the young heart of Haffen, which has 
manifefted itfelf above feduftion from that 
hour. Abenmuley infenfibly became par- 
tial to the fervices of a man whofe hilarity 
and affectionate cares pleafed him. The 
infirmities . of age filently gained on his 
ftrength, and Haffen's watchful eye pre* 
vented his weaknefs. His conftant cheer- 
fulnefs, the fimplicity of his mind, and his 
aftive ingenuity, won on us all ; and the gay 

• and docile Haflen was the favourite of the 
family. 

" The anniverfary of my father's birth- 
day approached, and Haflen*s fertile mind 
fuggefted a new amufement for his beloved 
mafter : he communicated his plan to us, 

and 
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and received from us, with ecftafy, full 
powers to regulate the feftival at his will. 
The bufy Haflen gave to all their deftincd 
parts, and a dance in the fafhion of his 
country was amongft the propoied plea- 
fures. 

" Abenmulcy ufually retired in the even- 
ing to a fmall mofque, which he had caufed 
to be ere£bed for his own ufe, in a diftant and 
retired part of the garden, and on the even- 
ing prior to his birth-day he was conducted 
at funiet to his devotions. It was cufto- 
mary with" Haflen to wait his matter's 
figoal of a fmall bell, at fome litde diftance, 
in order to reconduct him to the houfe. 
But no fooner had he placed Abenmuley 
on the fopha, than with the fpeed of a bird 
he flew to a diftant part of the fpacious 
grounds, in order to pradife the dance with 
his comrades. The animated and loqua- 
cious Haflen was not however unmindful of 
the fleeting minutes j and he haftened with 
prompt obedience to the poft which he had 
quittc^d. In his way he was accoft^ by 

two 



two of his principal aAbckt6sih his 'plans 
.of amufement for the following mofrting; 
and Ilill having his orders to ertfdrce, Hfe 
9efired them to follow him to the mdfqli'e, 
and to wait there till' he 'had c6ndufted1iii$ 
mafter to the hoiife. They obeyed, ati'd 
reached the mofque at the. fame iriftanc 
with him. HafTen, anxious to Tcnow whe- 
ther his abfence had 'been noticed, and 'feh- 
fiblc that the ufual time for the Tilmftiofii 
liad elapfed, cautioufly approached the doet, 
which Tie had left open on account 6f th% 
heat: a piercing cry followed, afid*the'tW6 
otiier flaves ruflicd in. Extended olfi 'dife 
foplia w^as the breathlefs body of the goo^ 
Abenmuley, ferencly fmiling in death. The 
trembling flaves, with gentle care arid uh- 
feigned tears, conveyed him to the Kbule, 
where Selim exhaufted the powefs of his 
art in vainly endeavouring to recall frOtti 
its blelTed abode the foul of Abentnuley. 
I was faved from defpair by my Frifends j 
but the fpirit which animated rti^ was ftfeiS; 
I mourned my father,- and tailed ' ho t^ 
7 beyond 



beypnd that of meeting, the ..face jof . forrow^ 
in. ther cQUOteniipce of every xwie around jDe^. 
lo n>y , jblitary walka ,. the flave .. mo^rnfuUJr:^ 
mw:mi|red,.,aS' he 'refpeftfiuUy retired^ ^tlpB^ 
ng(pe. of Abenmuleyy and bleOed me. Mf^ 
fwelling/heart received the. benedidion^ fLihi^ 
returned, it ; . for what, . Q Hamet 1 doeir^ 
thfiL.hei^rt of maa whifper .at- tlie .figl^t^.jof* 
m.Wi- Doe3 it not fa^ .Behold thy likeae&,M 
thy. equal, and thy brother ? . . . .The reoua-r 
of, thy father brought ip/e ^o joy: he was^ 
aQcotppanied by only^two Oaves, and thd£^ 
as «, I accidentally learned, had beenpur^ 
chaf^ for the exprels. purpofeof- his joui;- 
ney. He appeared to enjoy, ra.^maligoanc^ 
fatisfadion, in Jiaving .furprifed me by die* 
celerity of his return, after the death, ofc^ 
our parent. His air was gloomy and fero- 
cious; he fpoke in parables, and queHion* 
cd vf\x\\ fuipicious exaftnefs. The -\vlK>le 
arrangement of the houfe was changed. 
My friends were Tent to work in a planta* 
tion. remote from tlie habitation in which • 
they had lived exempted from.toiL I was. 

given 
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given to underftand that my father hid 
made no provifion for me, and that I was 
eating the bread of dependence. My fpirit 
felt the degradation, and I**haughtily an- 
nounced my purpofe of freeing my brother 
from the unwelcome burthen. With a 
frown and taunting air he bade me firft 
prepare to anfwer to the irfquiries refpedt- 
ing the death of my father . . • / and for this 
purpofe/ added he, * know that you are a 
prifoner k^re.* Confounded, but not dif- 
mayed, I determined to remain and brave 
his malice. I was watched in all my move-» 
ments i and^ mbbg furprife and indignation, 
Haffen appaHl the moft vigilant of my 
Ipies. He had retained his poft in the 
houfe, and enjoyed the favour of Achmet. 

" One evening I was, as ufual, weeping in 
the mofque of my father. The door was 
open, and a man in his flight threw in a flip 
of paper. I haftily caught it, and read ia 
the Greek language, and in Seiim's cha- 
rafters, the word ' Follow.^ I darted after 
the flying fteps of the flave before me, 

whom 
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Mrhom with aftonilhment I perceived to be 
Haifen. On a fudden he threwi with admi- 
rable agility^ a ftone over the high wall, 
aad as in{land5Rthis fignal was anfwered by 
a ladder of ropes which fell down. Haflen 
turned to it, pointed, 'and continued his 
hafty fteps. I mounted, and was received 
into the arms of Selim, on the outer fide 
of the garden. * Thou art fafe,' faid he 
with joyful emotion : * thy fandhiary is at 
hand : \ . . and preffingr forward, he led me^ 
in a ihort time to the cavern, in which is 
ftill concealed thy father 's«Qi^ure. Here 
Selim fell on my neck, and^^Bmpaflioned 
grief exclaimed, 'I muft^^ve thee, my 
beloved fon ! I muft quit thee, Abdallah : 
the life of my brother, of all thy friends, 
hangs on the prefent moment. I have 
fcarcely time to tell thee, that thou owed 
thy prefer vation to ^Haflen. This night 
thou wouldcft have been ftrangled by the 
order of Achmet, The oldeft of the Oaves 
who journeyed with him hither, that Zanga 
fo favoured by thy brother, difcovered in 

^ Ha n 



Haflen ' a ^ long^ loft fon- 5 and "he communi- 
cated to him the' perfidious purpofeoF a" 
mfefter whom he hates and ' fears, againfl: 
the' life* of his • child's genelfcis and gentle 
patron. In thfe filence and dead^ of* the" 
night ■ the faithful Haflen ftood before' me, » 
covered' with duft, and panting with hafte. 
• SaVe • AbdaUah ! ' faid he, 'and thy foul * 
Ihall live, and mine willblefs thee K He 
unfolded to mfe the dark defighs of thy- 
envious brother, and we cohcerted the 
means ^•- of thy deKverance. Some years 
fiFK:e,-{n feekiM^^iedicina^herbs, I difcovei*- ' 
ed this fubi^^^bus retreat; andi^! at the '- 
moment faw^^fvalue. Th# projedl of 
effibftihg'by its means my efcape' from ' 
captivity was ferioufly confidered ; but the'- 
gontlehefs of Abenmuleyi and my brother's ' 
weak health, fupprefied my wifti of free- ' 
dom^,andI dropped the uefigni It inftantly 
occurred to'me^ that it would afford thee ■ 
anF-^afylum, and I have prepared it as well ■ 
as'Uhe intervening . time would -alfow, 
Tkere Brc mats for thy' repofe, "and • water * 

and 
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»nd cakes for thy fuftenance* . . .-Abide hete 
as long as pofFible, for thou wilt be purfued 
with difappointed rage.' — He prefled rre 
to his breafl% . . * Take>' faid he, * the 
united wealth of thy flaves and friends, . . . 
they now blefs the fervitude which has en-- 
abled them to be ufeful to thee/ • ♦ • . Thus 
faying, he condufted me through various 
caverns to the outlet, which is diftant from 
thy pavilion, and lefs difficult of accefs 
than the one by which we had entered, and 
which without the' ladder of ropes we 
could not have efiefted. . ^Ijgmained fome 
days in my fecret abod^^md at length 
reached Mo^^l in fafetjn^Ry fortune^ O 
my fon, hath fince that eventful period 
been varied; but in the hard leflbns of 
adverfity my foul eftabhfoed herfelf, and 
felt the protefting hand of Allah. At 
Aleppo I became the propefty of a matter 
celebrated for his knowledge in the art of 
healing. He difcovered that I was not 
ignorant. Our common ftudies united us ; 
and he led me from theory to prat5lice. 
VOL. III. H He 
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He was old and childlefs^ and he formally 
adopted me as his fon. Some years after 
he died blelling me, and I took peaceable 
poffeflion of his papers, and ^e fmall houfe 
and garden in which we had fo amicably 
refided together. The riches of Mulah 
followed him ; for thefe confifted in good 
works. One day, as I paffed by the flave 
market, an impulfe of curiofity led me to 
examine fome of thofe who were expofed 
for purchafei and a circumftance of my 
youthful days led me to recognife j^aflen, 
under the d^efted form of forrow and 
added years ^Huifery. I had in heedlefs 



iport marke^Hnis breaft, with a chymical 
preparation, his name in Greek letters, and 
time had not effaced them, Bleffing Allah 
for this gracious interpofition, with trem- 
bling impatience I purchafed my deliverer, 
and conducting him home, gave a loofe to 
my honeft joy. . . . Haffe*h, after the firft agi- 
tations had fubfided, informed me. that my 
efgape had not implicated my friends in the 
fufpicious mine] of Achmet. He concluded 

that 
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that I had overheard him talking to Zanga, 
and that, miftrufting the fubjeft of the 
conference, I had efcaped without other aid 
than my own Iddrefs. An order from the 
Divan to repair immediately to the frori- 
ders, to take upon him a government which 
be had for fome time folicited, diverted 
his fury and interrupted his meditated pur- 
fuit of me. No longer jealous of my in- 
fluence, he recalled to their feveral ftations 
men who he had prudence fufficient to know 
would ferve him with integrity ; and Selim 
and his friends were the gi^dians of his 
houfe and property in hia|j|^Bice. ^ But,' 
added Haflen, *my unhl^py father had 
been intruded with a fecret too important 
to be left behinH. He followed his mafler, 
under whofe harfti authority he funk to 
the grave, leaving me fecretly to deplore 
his lofs. At the expiration of a few years, 
Achmet returned to Bagdad laden with 
riches, and the execrations of an opprcflfed 

people/ 

" I learned alfo, from the faithful Haflfen, 

that 
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that I had in thee, my fon, a renewed hopey 
and the defirc of beholding thy face-preyed 
on my heart. Haflen conftantly oppoied 
ray wifhesj he fpoke of the increafing' 
power and obduracy of Achmet ; of danger 
to my friends .... and the ufelefe facrifice 
of my own life. He had efcaped. from the. 
power of Achmet, and he was troubled by 
the moft remote hazard of encountering ius 
refentment. My inclination yielded to my 
regard for his fafety and peace of mindu. 
Year fucceedcd year; till an ilhiefs re- 
minded me that my dull would, not reft: 
with the facred remains of Abenmufeyr 
1 became dejecfled ; and Haflen difcovering 
the caufe, urged me with zeal to undertake- 
the voyage... My health and my youth 
were renovated by hope* I reached Bag« 
dad in fafety^ I faw and wept O'Ver thy 
blooming face ; I preflfed to my heart the 
fon of Achmet> and the renewed image of 
Abenmuley. Thy fleep was the repofe of 
health and innocence ! and I implored of 
Allah to continue to thee thefe bleflings. I 

faw 
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faw the drooping Achmet ; and my friciids 
gave me the hiftory of his fortune and ap- 
prehenfions. He returned to his poft, and 
left not only thee to their faithful truft, 
but alfo thofe anxious fears .which haunted 
his repofe . . . He had been coldly received 
by the Sultan ; he had difcovered that the 
Divan was filled by thofe who envied and 
hated him ; he regarded the continuation 
of his lucrative ftation as a Jkare placed 
the more effeftually to ruin him . . . The 
wife Selim became the confident of the * 
haughty Achmet j for the virtuous, my fon, 
are fought in the hour of difficulty by 
thofe who, in thetideofprofpcrous fortune, 
infult them. Selim trembled for thy fafety ; 
and he prepared for it, by communicating 
to his mailer the fecret of the caverns. But^ 
wife from experience, he faid nothing of 
the outlet on the oppofite fide of the 

mountain. He knew Achmet. The plan 

for building on this fpot was adopted j and 
Selim and his friends were left with uncon- 
ditional powers by Achmet. With unabat- 

ing 
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ing induftry and toil did they, with their 
own hands, form the different paffages to 
the riHxfs, and with fecret labour convey 
the riches of Achmct to their deftined place 
of concealment. With affiduous care did 
they contrive the fecret avenues to thy 
apartment » and Heli, with a well-grounded 
dirtiiience, conllrufted the walls of feveral 
of I he apartments after the manner of thofe 
ol* a ruir*ed lempie he had fccn in Greece, 
a:kI which. \\iUu\ut doubt, had been thecon-: 
tviviUKo of thole who lived on the credu- 
licy of its \vorllup|>ors. This cirq^ilar apart- 
ntenc «ivlmits within its partitions the ear 
ditlir^oUv to catch every word that isfpoken 
in the momj and Heli and his friends 
\\i\\c ai * this hour reafon to blefs the in- 
l^enuity with which they fucceeded. At 
Achmet*s n^turn the pavilion was finifliedi 
4iul, on tlie plea of declining health, Achmet 
n[^tirt\l from his employments and lived in 
ftUitary grandeur.— But his fafety was 
neither in the pavilion nor in his cautious 
jnudence — the hand of the injured Abdallah 

5 held 
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held him up ; and Hamet was the lliield of 
his father. Under my aflumed name and 
chara<5ler, the occafions of being ufeful to 
my fellow creatures multiplied, and my re- 
putation for (kill in my profeflion increafed 
daily. Obfcure in my modes of life, unam- 
bitious of wealth, I fought not the fortune 
which met me. I was fummoned in hafte 
one day to the palace of the beautiful Zo- 
beide, the favourite wife of our great 
matter, and the reigning Sultana. The 
art of her attendi ng phylicians had been 
confoundid by a malady which threatened 
her life, and in the portentous hour of danger 
and cWfpair the Sultan liftened to a female 
flave belonging to Zobeide, who fpoke of a 
ftranger that had faved the life of her mo- 
ther, and whofe (kill in medicine was 
wonderful. 

" The Sultan eagerly caught at this gleam 
ofhope. I bowed before him. ^ Save Zobeide,* 
cried he with frantic grief .... ^ fa ve her! 
and (hare my diadem.' — 1 found my patient 
(Iretchcd on a fopha, her beauteous face 

horribly 
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horribly disfigured, her head fwoUen to an 
extraordinary fize, her eyes clofed as in 
death, and panting amidft a crowd of weep- 
ing attendants and the fufFocating fumes 
of incenfe and perfumes. In the adjoining 
apartment fat the Sultan, brooding over fuf- 
picions which diftrafted him ... I approach- 
ed him — ^ There has been perfidy !* exclaim- 
ed he with fury — ^ thy life hangs on this mo- 
ment! — flie has fwallowed poifon!* — * The 
life of thyflave,' faid I, proftrating myfel^ 
* is in thy hands; but the life of Zobcide 
depends on my unconditional power to 
command in her apartment.' — ^ Go,* cried 
he impatiendy ; ' go, and be abfo]||fl!^ . 
I difmifled the ufelefs crowd, and opening 
the lattices, examined the almoft infenfible 
Zobeide. My firft opinion was confirmed, 
and I found the malady to be an eryfipelaa, 
which, when underftood, is rarely mortal. 
My conjectures were foon realized : in a 
few days the Sultana was declared out of 
danger, and public rejoicings followed 
public anxiety . . . But Zobeide rejoiced 

not. 
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not. She reproached me for faving her 
life ; and bewaikd the lofs of her beauty 
with unceafing lamentations ... * I have,* 
iaidi, ^ once pledged my life on thy recovery: 
I now renew this engagement. Zobeide 
in a fhort time fhall again be more fair 
than the daughters of Paradife ... I go to 
prepare thee a beautifying lotion. Its fuccefs 
depends on thy obedience ; no other mufl: 
be applied.* The docile Sultana promifed, 
and fountain water efFeftcd the wonder. 

" The gratitude of Zobeide was as un- 
bounded as her joy. She loaded me with 
her munificence, and flill thought ihe did 
too littk. I prelented myfelf before her 
one morning at the ufual hour, an embroi* 
dered purfe filled with zechins in my hand : 
it was the daily ofiering of the generous 
Zobeide. * Thy gold,* faid I, with a con- 
fidence that ihe had encouraged, * doth not 
fatisfy me ... I have more than I need . . . 
and Alkh hath recompenfed my cares in 
thy recovery. Abdallah mult owe his fu- 
ture felicity to Zob^de, or defcend to die 
9 grave 
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grave a rinumer: ' Speak/ cried (lie, 

placing her hand acrofs her throat : ' thus 
fhall it be with Zobeide, if, having the 
power, (he do not fatisfy Abdallah !' — * I 
aflc/ replied I, 'the life of Achmet of 
Bagdad, and of his fon Hamet.' . The fol- 
lowing day (he gave me, with the Sultan*s 
fignet, the order which would have con- 
figned diee, O Hamet ! and thy father to 
the grave ; and the full poffeflion of thy 
wealth was formally fecured to thy appa- 
rent executioner. * Thou haft prevented a 
hoft of this Achmet's foes,* faid the Sultana : 
• his death has been determined upon in the 
Divan for fome time ; but the Sultan remem- 
bered, with kindnefs, the fervices of his fa- ' 
riier whilft he was himfelf an infant in the 
cradle. But the rapine and extortion of Ach* 
met have cancelled from the memory of our * 
matter the claims which thy father's fidelity • 
had on his favour ; and the cries of an in- 
cenfed people, and the envy of thole who 
wifhed to rife on bis ruin, had prevailed. ' 
Thy fervices, Abdallah, have faved him.-^ 

HU 
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His life or his death are in thy hands/ 
Struck by the fenfe of the impending dan- 
ger to thee as well as thy father, I fell on 
my face and adored' the merciful inter* 
pofition of Allah .... and I wept aloud. 
Zobcide, furprifed at my emotion, aiked 
xne to explain the caufe. I recounted to 
her patient ear the hiftory of my life .... 
* Haft thou done wifely, Abdallah,* faid flie 
when I had finiflied, * to hazard a life fo pre- 
cious as thine to the machinations of fuch 
a brother as Achmet ? — But let him be- 
ware ! Zobeide will recompenfc with in- 
tercft his future malice if thou ftill per- 
mit him to live.'....' Alas !' replied I, * juC- 
tice now purfueth the troubled and feeble 
Achmet. His foul trembleth at the fhaking 
leaf, and he is haftening to a grave which 
will not fcreen him from the Judge he muft 
meet.' 

" The Sultana foon after appointed me her 
phyfician, and that oflhcr two fons.... apart- 
ments in the palace were afligncd to me ; 
and in this honourable poft I continue to 

pleafc 
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plcafe and fewe the generous Zobeide, and 
to ihare the confidence of my great mafter. 
The death of thy father foon followed my 
prediftion of its approach. Thy mad folly 
fucceeded, and I mourned as one without 
hope. Thy eafeebled health fuggefted to 
my friends one effort to fave thee. Thou 
knoweft the means which we have pur- 
fued .... and wilt no longer be doubtful 
in regard to events, which as they hap* 
pened furprifed thee. My efcape from 
thy apartment was favoured by my confe- 
derates, during the fearch of thy flaves 
after the magician. I was in the habit of 
one, concealed in Heli's hut. Thy re- 
moval hither had for itsobjeft my firft cares, 
namely, thy reftoration, which I perceived 
depended folely on air, abftinence, and fe* 

clufion from thy tumultuous guefts 

Heli, who was thy invifible attendant, be- 
thought him of profiting from the conftruc- 
^ tion of thy prifon tdBffecfl his defign ; and 
Selim, knowing how fenfibly thy imagina- 
tion would meet the marvellous, encouraged 

it. 
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it. The elixir which thou waft ordered to 
fwalJow was only a difierent preparation 
of thy accuftomed opium, *. winch afted 
the more powerfully for tl^recent difufe 
of it. I am not furprtfed that thy drpams 
fliould be tindhired with the doubts of thy 
waking hours, or rendered more impreflive 
by the calm ferenity of thy fpirits, and the- 
temperance of thy late diet ; but I prefume 
not, O Hamet! to fcan the purpofes of 
the Moft High. Thy vifion may, if thou 
be wife, ferve thee as the road to happinefs, 
and thou wilt neither be weak nor impious 
by referring its inftruftions to that Provi- 
dence which watcheth over thee. Thy 
underftanding is now enlightened ; thy heart 
is prepared : return to the world, and aft 
thy allotted part with honour* It is needful 
that thou fliouldft fnbmit thyfelf to one aft 
of my authority. The men before thee are 
free. They arc the friends and brethren of 
Abdallah. Fare rhee ^11 ! We go to enjoy 
in repofe the fruits of a well-fpent life. 
May the fame of thy virtues be a fun to gikk 
our declining davs I" 
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"Oh! leave me not," cried Hamet lii 
the agony of tender grief — " leave me not 
to my unpraftifed feet. Finifh your work 
of mercy, dear and refpedlable friends of the 
loft Hamet ! — Hide not thy face from me," 
cried he, embracing with fervor Abdallah*s 
knees — " Oh ! eftablifh me in thofe paths 
of peace that thou haft fo fecurely trodden. 
Leave me not ! but, with thy laft breath, 
transfufe into my foul thy virtues !" — " I 
yield," faid the delighted Abdallah. The 
blefling of Allah will ftill fupport the hope 
of the good ! Abenmuley ftiall again live to 
dilpenfe comfort to thofe who forrow, and 
to feed with bread him who fainteth by the 
way. Hamet will emulate his piety and 
benevolence ; and Abdallah will clofe. his 
eyes with joy." 

The fon of Achmet was forgotten in the 
defcendant of Abenmuley; the treafures of 
the cavern became the fund of the neccf- 
fitous ; and the profperity of Hamet was 
without envy, becaufe, like the dew of hea- 
ven, it was a bleffing to all. 
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%tnti XIII. 
THE SISTERS, 

OR THE 

PROGRESS OF ENVY. 

You know, my dear Eliza, the unequal 
conteft which I have had lately to fuftain, 
in oppofition to you and your two formi- 
dable auxiliaries, Mrs. Beaumont and Dr. 
Mansfield. I have moft heroically inlifted 
under the banners of common fenfe and 
daily experience, and endeavoured to main- 
tain that the judgment which determines 
the human charafter from the conformation 
of the countenance is fallacious, and the 
confidence it begets dangerous; for, al- 
though I am willing to allow Lavater to 
have been a man of great obfervation and 
acute penetration, I would not have trufted 
my honour, my happinefs, or my fortune, to 
the hazard of thofe niles which he has fo 
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enthufiaftically laid down as the unerring 
elements of the moft difficult of all human 
fciences, namely, the knowledge of the 
human heart. 

Your grandfather, whom, by common 
confent, we named umpire in this our debate, 
has not, I fufpec^, afted by me with his 
ufual impartiality. His decifion amounts 
only to that of fir Roger de Coverley ; and 
I am not altogether fatisfied with his " Much 
may be faid on both fides of the queftion." 
I aim at conqueft, at a complete viftory 
over Fancy and Delufion, and a drawn battle 
will not fuffice me. 

I alfo fufpeft that you, my Eliza, employ 
fome charm to beguile him of his honefty ; 
for I obferve, that when his eyes are rivetted 
on your face, my powers of reafoning are 
not attended to. This is not fair play. 

A few evenings fince, you were fo elated 
by what you imagined an advantage gained 
over me, that, in the gaiety and triumph of 
your fpirits, you followed me into my dreiT- 
ing-room on the party feparating for the 
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nigm> ^^ ^^^ much exultation^ you drew 
a chair, and afked me whether Dr. Mansfield 
had not completely foiled me. " No," 
replied I, laughing at your eagernefs, " very 
far from it, for his face is an incontrovertible 
proof of my arguments. Who, I pray you, 
amongft the moil profound and moft acute 
phyfiognomifts, would be able to difcoyer Dr. 
Mansfield's real charafter by the rules of their 
art ? WoiJiH they expeft to find, under that 
crulhed- forehead, thofe beetle brows, and 
that heavy, proje6bing lip, a benevolenco 
which has. every hunq^ being for its objedt, 
and an underftanding which has reached 
with eafe the* higheft pitch of human attain- 
ments ? I know not what qualities of mind 
you learned difciples of Lavater would affix 
to his lingular and grotefque countenance ; 
but I fufped fhrewdly, that, on firft encoun* 
tering it, the moft polite llranger would be 
tempted to ftare and to fi^ile." " They 
would, by fo doing," anfwercd ypu eagerly, 
'* give me the ftrongcft evidence of their own 
want of penetration -, for the very fingularity 
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of his face mtrks a charafter of mind tb be 
reverenced ; and difcernment would inftant- 
ly pronounce Dr. Mansfield's what it is. 
However, it muft be confefled," conrinued 
you very dextcroufly, " diat you have, my 
dear modier, omitted his eyes in the enume- 
ration of his defeftive features ; but can you 
deny that thefc are invitations to every child 
of Sorrow and Want, and the index to a 
heart and an underftanding of fuperior ex- 
cellence ?" 

Whilil this effufion of efteem and grati- 
tude was paflTmg your lips, my attention wis 
attradted by a face, which convertedj for 
the time, my incredulity in the art of phyfi- 
ognomy. Your father's fpirit animated it« 
The fame open candour was feated on yonr 
brow, m^ fame fmile dimpled your cheeky 
and fpoke the gratified feelings of love ^suid 
veneration for a man who has, from your 
infancy, been ufeful to you. I was fubdued, 
my child. You faw my emotion, received 
with penfivenefs my blefling, and quitted 
me with reluftant fleps. But my child 
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Icnows that from fucJi moments of weaknefe 
'4ier mother has derived ftreogth. 

I hsve from that time left your &vour- 
4tes to their triumph. Lafl Monday 
evening, at lady <Jouldthorpe*s party, I 
directed your attention to a young lady ctf 
tliftingutihed beauty and el^ance, who was 
leated near us, and who appeared, like our* 
felves, to be merely a fpeftator of the card- 
tables. I delired you to examine her &ce 
4fntnutely, and to give the lame hint to your 
friends Mrs. Beaumont and Dr. Mansfield. 
Tou did not forget my injunction ; for the 
Symmetry and ioveiinefs of it had attraded 
your notice, and I obierved that neither of 
your friends was unmindful of my orders. 

On our return home I aflced you and your 
Oracles the refult of your examination. You 
were none of you unprepared for my quef- 
tion. Dn Mansfield boldly pronounced 
chat he had perceived in the elevation of 
mifs Saville's beautiful eye-brows a fretful 
peevifh temper. Mrs. Beaumont contended^ 
that thefe rather indicated a fupcrcilious 

pric 



116 

pride and a cold heart. You as warmly 
urged chat Ihe exhibited the moft gentle 
traits of mind and temper, with a beauty, in 
your opinion, irrefiftible ; and you finifhed 
by aflerting that (he was one '' that would 
be Hnned againft rather than fin." — ^Your 
grandfather, who had liftened to this conver- 
fadon in filence, now fmiled, and with fbme 
archnefs of manner warned you to be on 
your guard, reminding you that I was pre- 
paring a fnare for you, and that you well 
knew I was a Circe in my way. You 
laughed, and faid you had no fear of fhares 
that could never betray, and you continued 
to liften to feveral very fcientific obfervations 
which the doftor, with the utmoft gravity, 
produced for your further information in 
the art of phyfiognomy. 

The hiftory of mifs Amelia Saville will 
beft evince my purpofe, and eftablifh your 
grandfather's fagacity, who, contented with 
the knowledge he has of my aims and ob- 
gefts in this world, as thefe relate to your 
fafety, faw, without ftudying my face, that 
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I had fome defign by renewing' a fubjeft 
which had been already difcufled and dif- 
mifled. 

The mother of this beautiful creature, the 
lady who fat next her, is a widow of large 
and independent fortune. The heroine of 
my tale was about five years old when her 
father died, and Ihe has a filler about a year 
older than herfelf. 

Nature had not been lefs liberal in her 
gifts to Sophia, the eldeft of thefe girls, 
than to Amelia, whofe charms you have ib 
juftly admired -, and although their perfons 
and diipofitions had litde refemblance, they 
both promifed to realize the hopes of their ' 
refpedable conne<5i;ions. An unfortunate 
predilection in favour of Amelia had been 
indulged without check or confideration by 
her fond mother even before the death of 
Mr. Saville ; and in the indulgence of a 
weak and unjuft pardality originated thofe 
evils which have menaced the fitters with 
deftru6lion, and broken afunder thofe ties of 
Nature which fo effentially contribute to the* 
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happinefs and fecurity of this life. The 
relations and friends of the family had per- 
ceived Amelia's afcendency in her mother't 
heart, and had witnefled the power flie 
ufurped over the more timid and delicate 
Sophia. They cenfured her conduft, but for- 
got, in their zeal for juftice, the eirors which 
betrayed themfelves into a conduft as per- 
nicious as that which fo much offended them. 
They became partial in their turn, atid 
Sophia was the declared objed of their 
praifes and carefles. This oppofition to 
Mrs. Saville's opinion only augmented her 
tendernefs for a child " to whom no one 
was kind but herfelf i" and fatisfied with 
having fo oftenfible a plea, wherewith t& 
colour her weaknefs, Ihe daily became more 
fond of her idol, and more indifferent to 
Sophia. It is needlefs for me to remark on 
the probability of thefe children difcovering 
the benefits which fpring from love and 
mutual good offices, had they been left to 
the experience which muft have reftdted 
from more mature reafon> and the common 
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advantages, acifing firom their muttiat depeii^ 
dence on each other. But the continuaj^ 
contefts for favour produced very differenj& 
tBkds%, and fuch as mud ever be produced 
in the minds o£ beings left to the fuggef^ 
dons and ftimulus of felf-intereiK. Spphia^ 
lucurally delicate in conftituttojOj wais how- 
ever g^tle and timid. She Ciruok from 
a competition which harai&d and tendered 
her iretfi^- She became penfive ajod pale, 
and careAilly fhunned thofe whofe pity aad 
ktndneis coft hier the rebukes of her mother, 
md produced the re&ntment of her tiy^^nt 
Amongft the numbei of Sx)pbia'&j)^r/^)Uj 
if I may apply the word to the prefent 
iukyeft, was a Mv. Goldby. He was uncle 
to Mr. SaviUe, and confidered as the future 
friend of his children. His integrity was 
unimpeached, and his manners in fome 
refpe^ts as unbending as his rectitude. He 
had, fome time before his nephew's deatb» 
retired from a very lucrative and fuecefsful 
commerce, which he had conduced for 
mdky years in Lilbon ^ and his fettling in 
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England was a circumftance of general 
fatisfaftion to his friends. His attachment 
to Mr. Saville and die little girls was, from a 
man of his temper, underftood as an avowed 
intention of confidering them as the future 
heirs of his ample fortune ; for every one 
knew that he was incapable of cruihing 
thofe expectations which with reafonjpefulted 
from his conduft. 

On the event which hurried Mr. Savill^ 
to an untimely grave, not a Ihadow of 
doubt was entertained but that his children 
were left to the guardianfhip of their good 
uncle. Mr. Goldby, imprcffed by the fame 
idea, attended to the opening of the decealed 
gentleman's will, and found, to his furprife, 
that he had bequeathed his whole fortune to 
his wife, and that the children were left to 
her unconditional will for the future provi- 
lion which his fortune might have amply 
fecured. 

The uncle was no lefs offended than fujv 
prifed by a proof fo conclufive, as he judged, 
of the undue influence of Mrs, Saville: and^ 
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(rank and unceremonious by habit, he with 
fome afperity of manner told the widow that 
Ibe would do well to bear conftantly in mind 
that her hufband had left not only his fortunej» 
but his good name, to her management. 
** Take heed,'* added he fternly, '* that you 
do not give ftrength to the opinion which 
experience has already eftablifhed, that a 
man mufl be either a fool or a knave who 
leaves his children to the mercy of a wo- 
man*'' 

*^Mrs. Savillc's rifing colour indicated her 
refentment of this freedom ; but the confix 
derations of prudence checked her emotions 
of anger; and with tears ihe aflfured him 
that it would be her conflant endeavour to 
ihow that her hufband had not forgotten his 
children in making their mother their fteward 
^d guardian : as a proof of her intention^ 
ihe implored his advice and afliftance in the 
exigences of the hour, adding, that ihe 
firmly refolved to be guided by him in every 
fubfequent meafure in whioh the interefl of 
her children was concerned. Softened by a 
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•JTi^ci 'ie cid ncc expect, the 
-wor^ nisi SKO ^jTicered ima tiie be&ieis 
« die vixscjesriap- widi 3«i, jnid gnifbed 
»e BTaHSjenwncs- vX^ his r»pfe«w-*s afiairf 
wim 3Tucli itivtincise 33 his tosSow. MrSb 
52v:3^ wxi 2CC ia^eoiirie so dhrte afts of 
kiHCi3eis^ 3or rc-fsra-I- mtr >Ir. Gakjbrhadl 

&ehiz5i h-^ jc Jas oeam. His ludKmty in 
ier ictao was itowever eserciied folefy 
w;r: J. v;ev ::: die iarrinei of die fi 
He Sfcki been power^LLy KC?a»;feii tB 
from be-'.-r^ ehe iire-^uenc wicoeis of the pec»- 
bncr and bolbr irmcer of AsaeluL : bat h^ 
1PB5 COO juA tobLizoe the ckLId fer the vealu 
ireisof her mother ; asd» wich sn inpardalitf 
which ought to iuve conrrcbed the errcNi 
not obIv of that siorher but of the frieada 
anKind her^ he Feprov^ or encouragod 
them with wikioni and genclenefs as the^ 
merited. Difcord and rl^^hip had> how- 
ever, their throne in the nuriery, and years 
had eftabliflied their empire. Sophia became 
fickly and peeviih, Ameiia t}'rannical and 
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pert, Iq this manner they reached their 
eleventh and twelfth years ; when one dajr 
Mrs, Saville ferioufly confulced Mr. Goidby 
on the expediency of placing Sophia in a 
boarding-fchooi, in order to correft her 
temper, and check the growing habits of 
indolence i acknowledging that,, being averie 
tofeverity,. fhe could not permit mils Green, 
their private govemefe,, to ufe foch difcipline 
as fhe infifted was the only means from 
which (he locked for reformatidn or im- 
provement in her piipH. Mr. Goldbyy 
who had with compaifion feen in this poor 
child nothing more thati the efie6b of 
reprefled fpirits and weak beahh, concealed 
his feelings when this propofal was placed 
before him. He only gravely remarked, 
that Mrs. Saville could not be x flranger to 
his preference of a domeftic education for 
girls who had mothers to fuperintend in the 
direction of them ; that he was going for 
the warm months to his retreat ac Springs 
wood ; and that he would t^e Sophia witK 
him> trufting to the eflfe£t» of good air and 
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exercife for her cure. The mother cheav 
ftiUy confented to a meafure which enfured 
her an exemption from the endlefs cares of 
keeping her favourite in good humour, and 
her lifter from indulgences which flie thought 
hurtful to her. 

The happy Sophfa was immediately con- 
veyed by her uncle to his houfe near 
Rochefter, and placed under the care of 
his houfekeeper, a good and intelligent 
woman, who had as a parent gained fuifi* 
cient experience for the proper regulation 
of tlic young patient's diet. Freedom and 
tranquillity feconded thefe meafures -, health 
returned with contentment i and the fxetfui 
complaining Sophia was pronounced by 
Mrs. Nuttley to have " the temper of a dove 
and the fportivenefs of a lamb.*' It is true„ 
Sophia forgot in the morning rambles with 
her uncle the two hours' leflbn at the plana 
which had been enjoined by mifs Green the 
govemefs. The collar and the feet-ftock^ 
had been left at her uncle's towA houfe, and 
no one thought of them: not a finglQ 
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attempt had been made to copy the draw- 
ings her governefs had provided for her 
leifure hours: but Sophia had Iketched 
dozens of landfcapes from the fc^iery 
around her, which had pleafed Mrs. Nuttley, 
though they could not fatisfy herfelf : and 
as for needle-work or books, thefe were 
rarely thought of; for Mr. Goldby was 
making her a parterre, and chofe (he fbould 
be at his fide to help him, and to chat. 
November reunited the family : the funbumc 
healthy Sophia was welcomed by her friends 
with wonder and delight, and received by 
her mother and mifs Green as a neglefi^ 
(cholar and a fpoiled child. Diligence iq 
recovering her loft time was injudicioufly 
enforced : the acknowledged fuperiority of 
Amelia in her mufic and French did not 
fuffice ; Sophia was taunted and teafed by 
her tormentor for having cunningly made 
herfelf a favourite with Mr. Goldby, and 
upbraided as a telltale. Again did the 
temper of the dovo and the playfulncfs of 
the lamb difap{)ear. An obftinate cough 
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L--^- I-utjC, i^i ir* ir I'^ilDwicg iumrsier poor 
Sz.-z':^L wii -iiigei to re in 2 cur.lanjpcioiL 
Az-j^z i-.li r3se tr. ever.: :ock place, to 
"^'rlc'ii :: is j:r:»CA>Ie lie w2s jr*deb:ed for 
Iher l.fe, i-i wlih j^: arv coubt mav it be 

iii, :o »•>.!: h ;ie wi^ bdebted for her 
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fec:.-:c. Mr. Go!irr had, curing his refi- 
oeoct L- Lii'S:?-, V.vtri on terms of tlie 
ilriieil L'jdxicv w;:h hs r^rtrier in bufineis. 
This cer.irman wis a r.adve of Geneva, 
and had ir.irried an Er.gliih lady who refided 
urith her pare.irs in the counrry near him, in 
that reriremenr \<.hich agreed with the me- 
ciocr::v or* :he;r fortune. The death of 
these parents left the young and beautiful 
daughter without any orher provilion than 
th^t which refulced from monfieur Granger's 
aficition, who, notwithitandirg he had yet 
his fortune to make, married her in a (hort 
time afcer frr^ became an orphan. Mr. 
Goldby 's agency, in the hands of Providence, 
conducted monfieur Granger not only to 
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lA&yefti but to affluence; and, ^en ike 
died, ;hes widow was left at her eafe ia 
pecuniaiy mattens. The tried friend and 
pro.p of ^^ranger's life became a fuitor lor 
the liand of madame Granger. She r^fi^ed 
his ofier, but retained his heart ; and he 
quilted Portugal fome £bw years after, with 
an opinion which time had juftified, that few 
could contend with madame Grai)ger on 
the icare of merit and talents. 

An unexpe(5bed and conQderable legacy 
from a remote branch of her mother'vs 
ikmily fununoned madame Granger to 
Iftgland, and flie found her friend Mn 
Goldby at his houfe at Sprtngwood under 
xhe utmoft anxiety for the fate of poor 
So|Aia. It was not difficult to peroeiire^ on 
tbe one hand, the interefl* which he tx>ok in 
this child's prefcrvadon, and on the other, 
ills opinion of thofe meafures her mother 
4iad adopted, and which he pronounced had 
been, and would be, the deilnidion of the 
child. Happy to be ufeful to tbe objeA of 
her gratitude and veneration, madame Gran- 
7 ger 



IIS 



operfi 



tmrmm home viih her. a^d talked in the 
moft encouragirig tenr^ of lie (alubrity of 
the air and iiruacon of her houie, which 
was placed on a ipot peculiarly beneficial 
to the invalid, and to her "apanufife." 
This plan was referred to Mrs. SaviUe, widi 
a peremptory aiferrion on the part of Mr. 
Goldby, that he was of opiruon nodiing 
could fave the girl's life but the experiment 
propofed. Mrs. Saville confented to Sophia's 
removal, and early in September the tra- 
vellers let out for Falmouth, under jtbe 
efcort of Mr. Goldby and Mrs. NuttM^, 
who after two months' refidence in madame 
Granger's *^ paradife" returned to Ei^and. 
The voyage, though tedious, had been 
falurary to the invalid, and the phyficlans 
had a reafonable ground for hope, by finding 
the heftic fymptoms leffening every day. 
Her youth and madame Granger's vigilance 
affifted their prefcriptions, and in a year 
Sophia was again recovered to comparative 
health. From this time madame Granger 
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had a recompenfe . for which fiie had made 
no calculations. Sophia's improyemeats 
conftituted her firR. enjoyments ; and in the 
confdouiheis of having . formed her to be an 
obje& for general praife and efteem, flie for* 
got for a time the uncertain tenure by which 
flie retained the pride and comfort of her 
own exigence. Colleding aroiind her the 
beft and moft cultivated fociety, flie faci« 
Stated to her pupil the knowledge and ufe of 
every polite language, and law with mater- 
nal delight the (lender and delicate girl gra- 
dually exhibiting all the graces of youth and 
health, with the modefty and fweetnefs of a 
meek and feminine temper and a well in- 
formed underftanding. 

Mr. Goldby's interference had been more 
uleful to madame Grangar than the reports 
which reached England by means of thofe 
who had feen Sophia during their fearch for 
health. Madame Granger's pupil was the 
elaborate theme of praife and admiration of 
the returned travellers, who conceived that 
they could not more eflfe£hially pleafe Mrs. 
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Stville, or better gradfy the cnrioGty of 
the fifter, than by defcanting on this fubjed. 
The mother thought the girl's head would be 
turned, by feeing the whole corps diplowut' 
iique bowing and complimpnring around 
her; and that a girl of fixteen had fimie- 
thing better to do than to figure in a drde 
every evening* Mr. Goldby maintamed 
that fuch circles as madame Granger's wefCi 
under her guidance, the bed: paths to wit 
dom and difcretion; and that if Sophia were 
recalled fhe would be dead in a year. More 
was included in this prediction than met the 
ear. The mother underftood him; for flie 
perfectly knew that Amelia had not forgotten 
*' the art of tormenting." 

She was aware that Amelia already dreads 
ed the return of a lifter to precede her in the 
notice of the world; and (he quietly permit* 
ted madame Granger to enjoy a blefling 
which ihe well knew fhe fhould not find to 
be one under her own roof. But when this 
** charming daughter" approached her eigh- 
teenth year, and Mrs. Saville heard every 

one 
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one afldng her, with expreffions of furpiife, 
** how {he contrived to live without fo fweet 
a girl!" fhe thought it time to renew her 
claims to the* maternal character; and fhe 
peremptorily gave Mr. Goldby to under- 
ftand, that fhe could not be iatisfied with an 
abfence fo ufelefsly procraftinated. He en- 
gaged to be in Lifbon for the purpofe of re- 
ftoring to her the " long baiushed Sophia:*' 
and he kept his promife; for early in the 
autumn he was an inmate with madame 
Granger: and the preparations for Sophia's 
return and madame Granger's vifit to Mrs. 
Saville were in forwardnels, when Sophia 
was attacked by the meafles, and was for 
fome days extremely ill. Her medical friend 
perceived at once all the confequences likely 
to refult to a patient fo delicate as Sophia, 
from a change to a climate fo obvioufly un- 
friendly to the cough which is incident to 
this malady. He cautioned Mr. Goldby on 
the fubjed ; who without lofs of time trans* 
mitted to her mother the caufe of their delays 
and his refolutbn of paffing the winter with 
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his Liibon firiends. Mns. Savflle confoled 
herfelf under this difapp<3intment, by intro- 
ducing into fodety her beautiful and accom- 
plifhed Amelia, who had di^ attained her 
feventeenth year, and whofe pretenfions to 
general admiradon and favour none were dif* 
pofed to difpute. 

The winter pafled happily on both fides of 
the water, and the time s^proached for the 
appearance of the expeded madame Grao* 
ger and her companions. All was in readi<* 
nefs in Cliffbrd-flreet; and every hour was 
counted by Mrs. Saville, who felt the mo- 
ther bufy in her bofom in proportion as &ncy 
dwelt on the reputation of her daughter^ At 
this moment fhe received a vifit of ceremony 
from a young baronet and his uncle. Tliefe 
gentlemen were recently returned from the 
continent after an ahfence from England^ 
prolonged beyond the ufual period given 
for what is called the Grand Tour; and 
which dme had been afliduoully cultivated by 
fir George Lifter under the gif^dance of hia 
uncle, guardian, and friend. ^ 

Mrs. 



Mrs. Saville recaved with the utmoft cor- 
diality and pleaflre guefts whom ihe had 
long known, ana viewed with admiration 
the young hek,' who, as a boy, had fo often 
pleafed her and Mr. Saville. His manly and 
dignified perfon, and the eafe and politenefs 
of his manners, were not loft upon her. He 
was at this time four- or five-and-twenty, and 
in the pofleffion of an eftate of five thoufand 
pounds per annum, which a long minority 
had improved. His uncle was a bachelor, 
and had given up a rich benefice, for the 
purpofe of educating this only hope of an 
antient family, who became his fole care at 
the age of fourteen. The vifitors foon de- 
parted, but not before they had engaged to 
dine in Clifford-ftreet on the following day ; 
and Mrs. Saville was left to the train of ideas 
which inftantly fucceeded to the baronet's 
laft cheerftil and friendly adieu. 

Amelia, who was from home at this cri- 
tical moment, was informed at her return of 
the vifitors whom fhe had miffed feeing: and 
the mother; ' elated by the vifions of her 
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hncjy could not help communicatixig to her 
daughter a portion of her own chimerical 
hopes. The rank, the fortune, the perfonal 
advantages of fir George were pourtrayed 
and highly extolled; and the fubjed finilhed 
by Mrs. Saville's faying, *'fhe well knew his 
uncle ardendy wifhed to fee him married^ 
and ihe was certain that a daughter of his 
old and indmate friend Mr. Saville would 
not want his intereft: to recommend her to 
his nephew." 

The youthful and ambidous Amelia frcnn 
that moment thought herfelf fecure, and pre- 
pared for a conqueft worthy of her. A 
fmall family party aflembled to meet the tnu 
Tellers, and all was eafe and cheerfulnefs 
around Mrs. Saville's well ordered table. 

Amelia was elated by the vifible admira^ 
don which her beauty had produced in the 
baronet's mind. He was gay and af&duous. 
She thought him handfome and agreeable, 
and by much the beft drefled man ihe had 
ever feen. 

After dinner, the circle, by common 
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agreement, adjourned to the iriufic parlour : 
here Amelia difplayed a voice and an execu- 
tion well calculated to fafdnate fir George, 
who was not only an amateur, but a capital 
performer on the violoncello. Songfiicceeded 
fong, and concerto followed concerto. Sir 
George was charmed with the melody of a 
voice which few can equal. And to the libe- 
ral praife he beftowed on this endowment of 
nature, was added his tribute to the (kill of 
Amelia's mufic-mafter. In the midft of an 
Italian fong, in which Amelia, freed from 
the timidity natural to her age, was pouring 
forth her melodious notes, the door of the 
apartment was fuddenly opened, and Mr. 
Goldby with eager joy introduced Sophia 
and her dear madame Granger. Mrs* Sa* 
ville, furprifed, yielded to the fweet impulfe 
of the moment : fhe rufhed to meet the em- 
brace of her child, who, finking into her 
arms, mingled her tears with her mother's, 
and fobbing laid, " Oh, I am too happy!'* 
Madame Granger was welcomed by the furr 
rounding friends of the famOy with demoQp 

(tradoni 
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ftrations of pleafure aiid gratitude. Amelia 
had advanced, and with fome emotion had 
taken the hand of Sophia. She felt the 
preffure, and heard the lifter's welcome. She 
turned from her mother's bofom, and, ex- 
tending her arms, exclaimed, "My dear fiiier! 
my dear Amelia! let this embrace unite us 
for ever.** The girls wept, and a paufe eft- 
fued. 

Sir George and his uncle, who, during 
this tumultuous fcene of joy, had retired to 
the bow window as unobferved fpeftators, 
were now perceived by Mr. Goldby, who^ 
with all the franknefs and ardour of his na- 
ture, welcomed his old acquaintance, and, 
feizdng fir George's hand, faid, " Come, let 
me introduce you to my girl, who has been 
as long a ftranger to her own country as 
yourfelf : and to truft to appearances," added 
the good old man, fhaking the uncle's hand, 
*' neither you nor myfelf have been lofing our 
time." The baronet, " nothing loth," fol- 
lowed his conduftor. Sophia was feated be- 
tween her mother and fifter. Her agitation 

had 
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had fubfidefd, but her humid eyes added to 
the foft expreffion of gratified tendemefe a 
glow of delight which gave animation to a 
face commonly judged too pale, for her 
complexion was remarkable for its delicacy. 
She had unconfcioufly taken off her riding- 
hat, and by this means gave freedom to a 
profufion of very light auburn hair, which 
fell in difordered ringlets on her forehead ctnd 
flioulders. She rofe to receive the ftranger's 
compliment, and with a fweet fmile told 
him, that if abfence from thofe he loved had 
been, like hers, balanced by fuch happinefs as 
file then experienced, fhe could not for an 
inftant doubt of the fmcerity of his congra- 
tulations. Amelia now propofed retiring with 

m 

her fifter to her drefling-room : but this mo- 
tion was overruled. The travellers had flept 
at Springwood. No one was fatigued, and 
the converfation became eafy and pleafant. 

Sir George Lifler admired beauty; but 
he was fuperior to its fafcinating powers over 
the underftanding. He had, without any 
hazard of his peace, adoiired the beauuful 

Amelia 
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iLaeiia ^a-HT-?-. szvL ^rir: ihe Srznknefs and 

?«riiirTrrf*i rr i -^^ -r°c r:r2ii, he had not 
r-x*rf il-'i Jrs ircrrcif:^ r: iizh anractions 
X5 ie .:Lr ^ ■ ic. 3 -t. Srfrre d:e pam- fepa- 
"TD:'^ Te r: _zc iiir r ecrv of fearures and 

m 

:rrV:::z-rf :: :::"IzxL:lL hii « tbnnidable li- 
"Sf-:^* ♦2ftr r:cn:i?i ^rri dse nK>deft and 
u-:':ctr-:c:rc chords rf ie uzsdcxned So- 
rir-d ; izc 'Ju: vrtor vhich ar the inftru- 
r>zc:: iid - rxx fci? f:-^ in elTfium** was 
O^rc^b: hirjt wttTS be Irtfned :o the foftac- 
c-enr? ,"r Si.-'ciiu 'wbo* ^srh zhe accuftomed 
ene v>cicL! hac reiulrzii frcin being in ra- 
dc:i£ i^cierk. ^,vn^1?r.Vd without reftraint,and 
•Vvk: '*^:h 5:i::>?Ei cf feveral gentlemen with 
v/^,"*'^ rr Givxrc? anvi hb uncle had bemon 
:,rr*.v.c> v*: iiir.irjicy. 

1.^-: i: :.:.T^vre, :hit fir George retired \rith 
rhv Ov^^v.c:'.:: :hi: S.^rhia was not only a 
Kuv.:- :*.L c^^^-* ^'»^' xn amiable and cultivated 
Yoi!!*.;: ^^vr.:,u:: on J Amelia, not lels aflured 
ct tiio orrVczs: V :" her charm5, contemplated at 
eaie, on her piIIo\\\ the day of triumph which 
thde had fecuredto her; and (he finiledofi 

recolleft* 
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recolleding the ** nonfenfe'* flie had heard 
from the mouths of travellers who had been 
at Lifbon, relative to a girl whom fhe was 
certain they had never known. This delu- 
fion on the part of vanity was for a time 
ufeful, and fupported Amelia in thofe ex- 
ternal compliances which decorum exaded 
in refped to her lifter, who had apparently 
forgotten every ihadow of former offence, 
and who thought her, what in truth fhe was, 
a mod lovely and accomplifhed young wo* 
man. Harmony was thus feemingly efta- 
blifhed, and Mrs. Saville's houfe was the 
abode of cheerfulnefs. 

Madame Granger, in whofe mind the 
banks of the Tagus had receded in the fame 
degr^ as her intereft in Sophia became the 
governing principle of her life, liftened with 
complacency to Mrs. Saville's entreaties 
of pailing fome months with her; and Mr. 
Goldby gave her plainly to underftand, that 
months would not content him. 

The various engagements that the retiuti 

of Sophia occafioned now yielded to the 

ufual 
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ufual routine of Mrs. Saville's life; and Qie 
began to conllJer «th curiofity fir George, 
who, as well as his uncle, was become a 
vcr\- frequent gueft. The unafieded gaiety 
of his manners and the ftrid propriety of 
hi^ cimduct, led to no difcoverv which could 
fatisi)- Mn>* Saville. She perceived only that 
ho was become a favourite with all her 
FcUiiilv connexions, the idol of Mn Goldby, 
and the Ihadow of madame Granger. Ame- 
lia's penecratiou went beyond her mother's^ 
and her wounded vanity fought its cure in 
an alllnned inditfercnce. Her refentmeitt, 
Ihe conceived, had an object within its power 
and reach, and Ihe began to ihow Sophia 
that Ihe had not forgotten the difputes of the 
nurfer)*. But, to her extreme furpriR, flie 
found a cahn and fleady rebuke, in the 
place of the fubmiflion which Ihe had e^* 
petted. The contelts of childhood could not 
be again renewed, and the mild and courte- 
ous behaviour of Sophia bafQed her petu* 
lance and overawed her rudenefs. The work- 
ings of her little malice were anfwered by 

reafon. 
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reaibii) ordifregarded; and Amelia recebred 

from the well-governed temper and fuperior 

und^anding of her fifter a defeat, which, 

m proportion as it mortified her, iiicreafed 

the malignity of her heart. 

Sir George foon removed all Mrs. Saville's 

doubts by an application for her confent 

and concurrence in the purpofes of his 

heart; and I need not fay that Sophia was 

the objeft it fought. His overtures were 

Koeived with more ftately referve than the 

occa&on called for; but as Mrs. Saville 

ivtfely coaiidered that her rejection of fir 

George for one of her daughters iould not 

with any probability of fuccels fecure him 

tor t^ other; and as he had contrived to 

hare a friend in every member of her hut 

band's £unily, fhe found a difficulty in re^ 

prefGng his hopes, or filendng his folici- 

tations. Her favourable opinion of his 

merit had been loudly proclaimed; his 

fortune and his rank had yet their allure^ 

ments ; and Mrs. Saville fubmitted, with 

a filent contempt for his preference, to 

pretenfions 
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pRtesif:oiis which fhe could not well con 



:s>phia* with the cold confent of he 
trvcher* was Uft to the decifion of he 
bcir: ; and this was in favour of a man nc 
cr.S t :uvniod but beloved by all who kne 
his ^orth, Amelia thought it expedient t 
K" K^vlichted on this occafion, and with a 
k>:tod ooncratulations endeavoured to impc 
Oct i :::!I>T v hv> peif eclly imderftood her, ; 
vhv^ rcvc^.x ci them with a (imple acknc 
k\U**' -'"^ *"- ur.conihained cheeriulnefs. 

I ir.* r.."v come, my Eliza, to the moi 
inrvTx-.Mn^ rart of my little narrative; and 
5tt*\ tcnipied to give it you in madan: 
O riv. jer's ot^ti words, fince thefe ^|31 r 
iv.invi me of a woman who fo fuaaenl 
pleaicd me, that I was, during the time fl 
paffed under this roof, adifdple whom Lavab 
would not have refufed. You will percehr 
however, that (he had a talifman about her : 
powerful as a countenance beaming wii 
fenfe and fweetnefs. 

*^ My Sophia," iaid madame Grange 



"w 
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** was not long in difcovering that the leav^ 
ftill predominated in her filler's heart; but 
the cautious and dignified girl fo conduced 
herfelf that it required fome ingenuity to 
find a fubjeft for difpute. Caprice was un- 
heeded, requefls were indulged, and rude- 
nefs was gently rebuked, by obferving ' that 
they were no longer children.* Mifs Amelia 
attempted to make a ufeful inftrument of 
me: fhe told Mrs. Saville that Sopkia loved 
no one but her dear madame Granger. Un- 
fortunately Mrs. Saville had herself taken a 
£mcy to madame Granger, and faw litde 
for furprife in an attachment ' fo natural,* 
to ufe her own words. Foiled in this at- 
tempt fhe tried another. It fiicceeded better. 
**^rs. Saville became oflFended by Mr. 
Goldby*s conflantly calling Sophia * his 
girl*, and following her like her fhadow, 
whilfl poor Amelia was fcarcely noticed.** 
The frank-hearted Mr. Goldby acknowledged 
the charge, and alleged for his apology 
certain figns of contempt for him and ill 
humour to all which mifs Amelia had per- 
mitted 
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mitted to efcape her. * She is a beauty/ 
added the old gentleman, ^ who cannot 
bear to fee a rival near the throne. Let fir 
George fettle this bufmefs. When Sophia is 
married, I may fall in love with Amelia.' 
The mother, unprovided with any reafonable 
arguments for poftponing the marriage^ 
yielded a cold confent for its being concluded 
in the fpring; and fir George made his bow 
of thanks for a concefGon in his favour 
which his merit and fortime might have re* 
quired to have been more gradoufly made* 
But even this term of expeftation was rcDim 
dered vexatious by the fertile expedients 
which this mifchievous girl employed. She 
became fond of her future brother, teafed 
him with her monkey tricks and cffildifli 
playfulnefs ; and when, weary of her folly, he 
endeavoured to divert it from himfelf, fhe 
would with a farcafUc fmile obferve that 
Sophia looked as jealous as a wife and as old 
as * Lady Reftlefs.' The perfefl: difregard 
Ihown to fpeeches of this kind had their 
eSe&i but Mrs. Saville innocently helped 

her 



145 

her to anothar trial of Sophia's tetnpeh 
Unequal to the late hours in London, fhe 
had found by experience that neither her 
health nor pleafures were equal to public 
places and crouded apartments. Amdia 
was never contented at home; and the fa- 
t^ued Mrs. Saville found fir George an ufe- 
fbl efcort, and an aifiduous protestor in the 
tumult of a fafhionable place of rendezvous. 
** One evening poor fir George was fum- 
numed to his exacted duty from Sophia'^ 
fi^ who was flightly incMfpofed with a cokl% 
His riKful looks excited my mirth^ sold he 
quitted OS with undiiTembled vexation, well 
knowing the latenefs of the hour when th^ 
afliembly would break up. We retired to ottf 
repofe, and fufpended our curiofity till die 
breakfafUng hour of the ladies: it was a late 
one; and our inquiries were fuddenly checks 
ed by mifs Amelia's formal complaint of the 
impertinence and offidouTnefs of fir George 
Lifter, whofe behaviour was intolerable! 
Mrs. Sayille's defence of the abfent culprit 
was not lefs warm, and in her refeatment 
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' • '-i* "r^M in need of a fir 

■ ' ;.-.r:v her :n nubiic. We 

«•' »' :::;::h .inuentood that 

■■' ' I"/, n- TAT 'he moil ele* 

■-•»ni :aa vDp:ied to the maf- 

•:-'.r-.,'s TiT mnrowuce :uin as a 

^T voia in .ii= .mice. ' On 

•■; ":::i "ui :r :r.i, joutinued 

-, • 1 :r::.ui::v recj:Lv±ed that 

'» •: I :r3/ rrxminsrs lince in 
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• < r.i> parrv. I conlequendy 

•..t-nceuizh -lis rt!queft, and 

"^ • '-^ ' • »•» r?i oTwIer :o CLMiduct hrni to me; 

I It .., i;v..,,^f-^ Jeeinc hini advance, per- 

■•»i-i«».iy iKil-ire-d to mv mother that I 

'* ■ ■■ ' •• •• J met* with a ttronger, dil'quali- 

. J 4 .. .,,., ij^.jng in her ibciety under any 

J» I ..ii , . ,,„j^ before I could fpeak, my 

'' -» 1 II 1 I Wfif; engaged to that abomina- 

•' » »»*M i'Mv, my coufm William. Colonel 

''• K •••! tlMt ifi his name, looked fur- 

« •' »*. M»j wril he mightl but he politely 

pleaded 



pleaded my late condefcenfion. I cannot 
retfaft my promife, faid my mother to him, 
coldly quitting her feat, and drawing me into 
the croud. But I attribute all this rudenefs to 
fir George, who affumes an authority in this 
family to which I will not fubmit.* The mo- 
ther in her turn related this vexatious dr- 
cumftance, and reminded mifs Amelia that 
fir George had told her in their way home 
that colonel Ofinond was a gambler by pro- 
feflion, and purfiied a courfe of profligacy 
which was not tolerated even in Paris, where 
he was excluded from every refpediable fo- 
ciety, * What, I fuppofe,' faid Amelia with 
contempt, * from fuch refpe£bble fociety as 
fir George Lifter and his Jofeph Andrews! 
Be this as it may, in London colonel Ofmond 
18 the Britifh officer, and a gentleman vlho 
will not fuflfer this rudenefs to pafs unnoticed. 
I faw that he perfectly underftood the impe- 
diment to his approaches, and the imperti- 
nence which produced it.' Poor Sophia 
turned pale, and a burft of tears prevented 
her fainting: the well known knock was 

given. 
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■fiv 'vyMx: ::i<:Dfi Oihicnd, how- 

i.iuMiM !••;'. r.ii ir.:crTiriccj had ope- 

. . I « . .Mil . J ■ ■ r ; I ; t -r. • Hr s:icv%* v:\e,' added 

" , iiii :.■ i;ri*vv 'ha: I vni 2c ibrangerio 

•"■■■'.•■I . \y wd.crecon v/ui content 

!i ■■'•I'.-, vviiij'iat c^incini "widi mv fiair 

■ Im. -vv rii ■.-.riritc :hi5 obiervaaon: 

■ ■ ! ' p ■•=■'.■ 'jf o. icriei Oihiviid." 

!•■ , ..'• u ri / brotherly authority pro- 

■ V ..... iM..vi .1 new whim, which however 

» n • ii* Av.:r and the gentleman-uiher 

! .» 11 '/i.iT;^ orncas. A reconciIiatk)n 

•• " • ♦'.« .V .VII mil's Amelia andherfea- 

........... M iK\ u rriis Clara Froft, whole 

... . .1. iM the fame llreet, and within 

• ' • r •ov'.-v; jl Mrs.Saville's habitation. 

•■^ • ' • ■■. v.'i ■'."■ri :hi5 amiable young lady, 

. . i'.i. . ■i.!vl Iavu wounded by thefup- 

.'vi A nuis Saville: and the 

good- 
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goodnatured mother allowed that Clara had 
feme reafon for the accufation, having been 
her conftant companion till flie went into pub* 
lie. Amelia confefled that fhe had been to 
blame; but the affair was made fip, and fhe 
would convince mifs Frofl that, diough gid- 
dy, fhe T^^as not ungrateful. Thefe concef- 
fions led to the account of mifs Profits mo- 
ther; ' An invaIid....not too afl9[uent....but, 
as an officer's widow, faw good company at 
her card parties.' She was at this period 
confined to her bed-room with the rheunuu 
tifm ; and in the ardour of renewed fiiend- 
(hip a frame of embroidery was fent to 
Clara's in order to work there, and amuf^ 
the poor prifoner. Sir George was left to 
his * foft nonfenfe,' and Sophia to prepare 
her bridal ornaments. 

•'It is neceffarymy dear Mrs. Palmerflone," 
continued madame Granger, '* that I here 
mention an incident which will have its im- 
portance before I finifh my ftory; in the 
mean time fuflerit to pafs as one of the eit- 
amples in favour of a courteous and fweet 

temper. 
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";r:rr«'. Cif r- rrmr in *xr-*fv5nglT pretty 
■^rcrx '^'r^' ' "sztZd icccii hid more 
iun :cci "'rcc?! frr ii-er ri>ir3br and in- 

m 

zs:.:rrr, zl ii^ — -r^'< :ji:p which (he oc- 
rii'-'CJ-l^ riivi. "rrj',:-:^: :r Mr^ Saville's 
rcc:* :':rD* incies c: riiricri fc*r our choice. 
Tr.^ i^T -sTis r:li iT-vi TiinT, and the poor 
rru iif -i-i, SiCLri^i. xni coki* entered So* 
ri:j.'5 iri:£r:c<"*vr:i wi± coGfuilon, and be* 
riz r,^ ur.- e ii^ bvin>iic:s which was large 
erj.-u;:?. re* hi^e ihcireriC her as well as the 
ri:?^ ' Y ,-u r:u/: rei: iiid crv vour flioeSy 
rr.v ceiT wcT-c "iiv," obierred the gentle 
5o;>."..i. • bt:>:x' I cin decide on any thing: 
will vcu i:: do\i-n here, or v?? to the houfe* 
keeper's n. v^in who vill aiHil you j ' The 
young woman wi:h a bluih preferred Mrs, 
Rawley's good orr.ces, and Uid Jhehad been 
fubject to ievere colds imce ihe lived in Lon- 
don. In due liiiie Ihe appeared dry and 
warm. We determined on our purchafes; 
and Sophia fent the poor young and deUcate 
creature home in a hackney coach, with a 
note carefully folded in her hand, which, 

with 



151 

with a finile of benevolence, (he bade her 
open, and then fhow to her employer, as a 
proof that fhe had been detained by mifs Sa- 
▼ille. In this paper (he had folded up half-a^ 
guinea, obferving to me that the poor thing 
could not wear her clothes again without 
wafliing; There was nothing in this aftion 
to furprife me, though it did Mrs. Saville;,and, 
with fome emotion in her manner, fhe faid, 
* You are a good creature Sophia!* Nothing 
more was added, and we forgot this proof of 
confideration for the comforts of others, in 
the uniform attention which Sophia gave to 
tbofe around her, 

** In April the whole family removed to 
Mrs. Saville's houfe near Reading; and Mr* 
Goldby, who would now bear no contradic- 
tion, infifted that fir George fhould not be 
refufed a neft in that houfe, in which in a 
few days he would have the claims of a fon. 
Grateful for a munificence which had placed 
Sophia on an equality with fir George, in 
the eyes of prudent calculators, Mrs. SaviHe 
yielded with a good grace to this infringe-. 

meat 
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raenc of the bws of etiquette ; and, won by 
his merit, and flattered bv an alliance fd re- 
ipectable, Ihe became proud of her future 
fon-in-bw, and cordially forgave him his 
preference of Sophia. The lawyers and fir 
George were llill tardy; but we were happy 
and gay. Mils Ajpelia was now a new cha^ 
racier ; and, with all the enthufiafm of her 
dear mifs Froft, (he talked in raptures of the 
charms of rural life, the rifmg fun, the ra^ 
diant mildneis of the moon, the enamelled 
meads, and the tuneful chorifters of the 
prove. And we concluded, by the puni£hi<- 
alliv and fize of her letters to her dear Clara, 
that Ihe amufetl her friend and gratified her 
own fancy by lending her the poetical effu- 
lionsoi' her pen. Sir George, who had loft 
his dread of ofl'ending Mrs. Saville in the 
tiiio\moul of her favour, relaxed in his fub^ 
millions to her idol. He was an early rifer 
ajid walked before breakfaft. Once or twice 
he encountered mils Amelia in thcfe walks^ 
who retiirneil with him in the highefl fpirits, 
;uid wearied us with her fublime deficripdons 

of 
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of fcenery never before enjoyed by hfer. ' Bit 
George flighdy wrenched his ancle, as he 
saidy and he rode before breakfaft, taking 
his fenrant and his dog with him. At this 
jundure Mr. Goldby had an attack from 
the gout, and we became more ftationary: 
Sx George was our lefturer, and mifs Ame- 
lia, forgetting the charms of nature, endea- 
Toured to rival Mr. Goldby*s ' dear nurfe* 
in her afliduities in the fick room; which 
wasfoon, however, cheerful; for ndther the 
crutches nor cloth-fhoe could damp the fa- 
tis&dioxr of the worthy old man. He counted 
the days as they pafTed, and engaged to dance 
at the wedding without either of his fhackles, 
thou^ he had only fix days grace before 
him to get on his legs. At this precife pe- 
liod our female Machiavel judged it time for 
her coup d'effai, which was intended to 
plunge her whole family into defpair. On 
retiring for the night, fhe accidentally heard 
fir George fay that he (hould not want his 
horfe, meaning to walk to a gentleman's! 
houfe in our neighbourhood. To his^ex* 

ation, 
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ation, a^ i: v.ili foon appear, he law mHs 
Amiilia in hii pu:h, who, with great gaiety 
fcauiing him, aiked hini whether his engage^ 
r.ieiit was- lo breakfalt at Mr. Ne&it's. He 
replied in the nt^pati- ve ; but vdth fome hefita- 
liuii added. ' uiilefs he forces me to ftay.' 'He 
v'iil hardly do ihai/ anfwered (he, ' fbrfaiB 
^riKjiii pal ltd lue five minutes fmce and told 
nio iu:» inolUr was at Reading. Sowe will hare 
u riiuble and return toji^ether.' Sir George 
had no nej;:i?lve rt^dvfor this propoial, and 
ilu'v i»^«'k .i tircuhous round to the park, 
liiila Aiiu lia lx»iiijj the leader. On'their re- 
Ciuii lo chc lioui'o, which was at our break- 
falt lituir, lir Cfoorge found ^ophia and my- 
uU i»^ tlu' i;.Ui!on, quietly >;^'aiting the tru- 
.Ma'> i..'Uirn, :uul perfeccly at our eafe m 
;»;',\a u\ Aiiklia, one of the men fervanls 
l..o',ri^ lUci [\\c v:\nderers, and told me that 
%\..\ \^w'U' x^.illvinv; ir^}:ether. Sir George was 
«^..{««'^u|^\ud, .uulhciitcd by the fun; he fat 
«;.'\ui M\A iwinpl.iiiu'd of fatigue, and taking 
^\\ U<> \\M, ttiul wipi!'.^ his inanlv and glow- 
<.V3; Im%«. \w .uliUil, I (hall not be furpriled 

if 
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if your filler has walked up a fever thTs monif 
ing; Iheis fo weary and hestted, that ihe is 
gone to her room, left her mother fhould be 
angr)' at her imprudence. Why did you 
permit her to walk fo long, and fo far, aiked 
I. ^ I remonftrated,* anfwered he gravely, 
* but it was in vain ; fhe would perfift in her 
folly.'* We entered thebreakfaft room; and 
on being told that Amelia was widi her mo- 
ther, quietly proceeded to our morning re- 
paft, of which Mr. Goldby partodk for the 
firft time fmce his cqpvalefcence.' Inle& 
than an hour he was fummoned : ^ Mrs. 
Saville wanted to fpeak to him ;' and the 
maid fervant who delivered this meflage told 
U8 that nufs Amelia was, fhe believed, 
afleep in her lady's bed ; being quite oyer* 
come by her walk, and h^f dead with the 
head acli.' 

** Sir George took the newspapers and be* 
gan to read, and we applied to our work- 
bags. Sometime elapfed; when the door 
opened, and Mr. Goldby, with an inflamed 
countenance, and a total forgctfulneis of hi$ 

cratches. 
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cnuchos, entered the room; and finking 
into a great chair yielded for fome moments 
to the violence of his paflion. ' By G-d!' 
faid ho, earneftly looking at fir George, * I 
boHeve it is all a lie! vou are not a villain* 
It is impoflible! and I will fupport your ho- 
nour with my life, if it be neceffary. Order 
your chaife: we muft leave this infernal 
houfe for a time. Sophia,* added he, ^he easuj 
I am yourproteftor; and in the abfence of 
this man, believe Wm to be an injured one. 
1 am fure of it; for ao one who deferves the 
name of 7nhn could have merited the accu^ 
fation with which he ftands charged by your 
filler: but I know her,* added he, gnafhing 
his teeth, * and bitterly fliall flie repent of 
this mifchief !* Sir George, pale and miite 
with fiirprife and difmay, turned towards 
Sr.phia his imploring, anxious looks* She 
was c(^lleded and calm, and rifing took her 
uiulo's hand. ' If,* f^^ ^^^ 'any additional 
fupport were neceffary to this trial of my 
fortitude and patience, beyond that which 
Providence has gracioufly fupplied, I fhould 

find 
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find it in the fuftaining proof that you are 
the vindicator of fir George Lifter; and that 
my confidence in his principles, and faith in 
his love, defended by fuch an advocate, can- 
not be cenfured as the woman's weaknefe. 
But your Sophia, my dear and revered 
father and beft fiiend, Jias a joy you know 
not yet, though you live only for her happi- 
Oeiis! I will have the pride of heart of Ihow- 
ing to you and all the world, if. it be necef- 
fiury, that fir George Lifter is ftilT worthy of 
the good man's, favour^md confidence. Suf- 
pend your departure. It is here that your 
prefence is needful. I arfi going to my mo- 
ther. Alas!' added (he, burfting into tears, 
* I cannot fave her fi-om anguifh, though I 
can fir George from the ftigma of diftionour.' 
She beckoned me to follow her, and inftantly 
quitted the gentlemen. 

" We repaired to Mrs. Saville's bed room ; 
flie was ftill greatly agitated,, and refentment 
appeared in her glowing cheek and difturbed 
W« On our entering, Amelia was on the bed 
and weeping. She concealed her &ce in the 

pillows. 



25S 



fiiUcm^ and rr.zd? ::o rer^lv to our inqmnes 
TsfnecriT-? her hfAli. * I "trifbed,* obferved 
thv r.'soih j*r -n-ith m rlr rf vexaticn, * to have 
hsi j::: h.^r:: r-^v.':"; but hit ordere were 
no: cV.nei. l"h;.: p^?r girl has already 
l^^l.-lI :.-•:' r.vjjh.'— : riade a motion to retire. 
^..* Xiv, :•-^•' ^v::i:::ue*i ihe, *I (halt need 
y\'u; jLiiw 1 :h..:l k::.v.v 3:0 p.-ace till my mmd 

i> :vl!L>;vi.\...A::Ki:a iVbbed * It ^woukf 

r.: iv.^vj. nit?/ ccr/zlr^u-jd the anxious mo* 
i\ :ry • : :', w Lr. \v!:h ihc' e\-eiiis of this mom- 
Lr ::, ^rv.t :>.- brj:.ii:r*. tor fuch I \it11 call iL 
e: \i.v. ii^ -dby^s b;- . . . iour, fhe fhould have a 
i:ik .s li-iL.i^:. But vou muft,* continued 
th^Li.LL : L't; Se.i^hiii, * be made acquainted 
v^-ih cltctiiv.'.auces diltrefEng to me to relate 
b'.K'rv Mr. Lliter's arrival, h is indifpenlably 
ILL. .iLiv u\[x: vnu Ihould know that an aU 
L.uu'j iu his t.L:niIy is kow impoffiUe** I 
L\»k^.\l/* faul liiaciiiaie Granger, "withter- 
n»r rii uiy chiUl. She was ftill calm and un- 
iLK>\\*J ; ai^ J with cUi unfaultering voice, beg- 

geil h;.'r iiu)iher to proccLd 'Your uncle/ 

couiuuicd Mrs. Saville with indignation, 

' nught 
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* might have fpared me this painful diity; 
but he prefers the vindication^^ fir George 
Lifter to the honour of his o\^ nieces; and 
the obligation remains with your mother 
to tell you that fir George is a villain. * 
Again/* faid madame Granger, *' I ctift 
a fearful glance at my Sophia...A ferious and 
ferene attention met my eye. ' You have * 
laid Mrs. Saville, ' been the dupe of profel^ 
(ions, long fince the mafk of a corrupt heart. 
Your sister is the objeft of his purfuits. She 
has for fome time fufpected this mifchief, and 
from l*egard for you has not only concealed 
thofe fufpicions, but has even impofed on her 
own judgment. Since we have been here 
her obfervations have been painfully eluci- 
dated. An open avowal, on the part of fir 
George, of his change of fentiments, has in- 
fulted and (hocked her. With an open decla- 
ration of her fcom, Ihe attempted to awaken 
in his mind a regard to his honour, and 
to replace in his heart a confideration for the 
woman whofe aSedions he had folicited 
and gained, llie traitor deceived her by a 

femblance 
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diat in fecret I fliould not difapprove of thdr^ 
feeking their common happinefe^ Speak the 
word and we are in the road tq it, faid he, 
looking again with eager curiofity toward' 
the turnpike-gate ; at which Ihe now per- 
oeiyed a man (landing and evidently pb- 
foving them. She arofe with terror, and- 
m feigned attention to his difcourfe, turned' 
m hafte to the path which fhe knew would' 
probably afibrd her fome protection, as it is 
the one conftantly taken .by the villagers; 
and happily (he met in a few minutes two 
women and a man who were coming to the 
hair. Their fturdy pace obliged her to walk 
beyond her nearly exhaufted ftrength ; and, 
on entering my room, which was the firft fhe 
iTSKiied, where flie could unobfervedly col- 
lect her fpirits to meet the family at the 
breakfaft-table, (he, to her furprife, found me 
(KH in bed; and, almoft fainting with terror 
and fatigue, yielded to my intrcaries a fecret 
too long kept, and which nothing; lefs than 
the motives which governed her could ex- 
voL. III. M cufe. 
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cufe. But thefe arofe as much from her in- 
experience as from her affeftion to you; and 
you will blcfs her for a difcovery that will 
banifli for ever a man fo bafe and fo un- 
worthy of you.* 

" The mother paufed, and with eager 
looks expected Sophia's reply. My heart 
beat with undefinable emotion when I faw 
Sophia with an undifturbed countenance 
ilowly draw from her pocket-book a letter. 
She held it open in her hand, and, turning 
to her fifter, faid with fevere though nvld 
dignity, * Amelia, do you acknowledge this 
fignature for yours?' A fcream inftantly 
followed the interrogation, and, haftily fpring- 
ing from the bed, Amelia violently attempted 
to feize the letter. ' That muft not be yet/ 
faid Sophia, repelling her. ' You muft pa- 
tiently wait for it. If this cannot be in the 
prefcnce of an injured fifter, retire.* She 
waved her hand with an air of command; the 
confounded culprit ftood abaflied before her; 
and the motlier furveyed her with aftonifh- 

ment. 
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ment. * Do you wifh, unhappy girl, to hear 
your condemnation ? ' faid Sophia with col- 
lefted finnnefs: ' be it fo ; but know that I 
fhall extenuate nothing. That heart muft be 
probed to the quick ere it is healed. My 
dear mother,' continued the foftened So- 
phia, ' I pity you ; but this is no time to 
diffemble. To attribute this young creature's 
prefent difpofitions to your indulgence is 
more the command of my reafon than the 
purpofe of my heart. I have lamented your 
partiality more from the confequences arif- 
ing from it to my fifter, than from having 
permitted it to wear the appearance of in- 
juftice to myfelf. I have endeavoured to gain 
your efteem, and I trufted with confidence to 
principles too firmly eftablifhed in the heart 
of my mother to be fubdued by involuntary 
weaknefs and habitual fondnefs. On my re- 
turn home I flattered myfelf with the hope 
that the childifli jealoufies of our early years 
were effaced from the mind of my filler. In 
my owit I found pure aflfeftion, and the ar- 
dent 
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J.'fsr wiih fnr her love and triendihir: but I 

vv i< J-O'-v.^oinrod, and pertecrlv j-rnvinced 

^ :- r\' hrarr of Amelia would ne^-er best in 

■ ••' T! uirh mine. I fubinitted -o an evil 
V \ , r r*,-:v.\!v. I was neither uniuil nor 

-> hi^niour ar a dil'coverv lo painful; I 

■ V -r'af nivlVlF wirh cblen'mti a condufl: 

• . ^"J< f./r fJi.it j^iive me a ci-Li:m at ieaft 

' '■ ■ I il^vlirii which Ihe denies me/ Mrs. 

^ " * ■ ' ^v\.>l difivMicorted. ' I (hould have 

"' •■•■»•■ '.-'vl \}w very haughtily, ' that this. 

•.•: u -''J :H>r have been that of complaint 

L 

,.,.■• \ • •• r-pf-r, or reflection on mv con- 
•'■> ' y^ '* pr.iv what doe^ :!:.:: rnper con- 
=. ' m'- '• J'-^ ;my referer.vTj :.' the fubjeft 

■ • ' ■■ itt concern? zr.i "?.:.: tr.Lint vour 
\!'H^h*a?' * Iwi!: ::.:v n.-* longer,' 

^*-*l''"JT girl; ^ I \d\\ :v: fubnit to 

■ '\'\\\\' aTuI with viol.TivTe Ihe quit- 

'\»n). Sophia, with viiible emotion, 

\*-.*'.'d \wv aftonifhed mother. 'I 

■ ". m;ui;un, the evidence I now 

'\' ^I'ipoliiion of mv irikr. You 

may 
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may be furprifed when I tell you that I haye 
for fome time been prepared to meet and to 
difappoint her malice. About a fortnight 
fince, I received this letter from London, 
and its envelope is one of Amelia*s writing. 
It unfortunately happens that I cannot do 
myfelf juftice without implicating my gene- 
rofity; for her own concerns ftand expofed 
with mine. It is neceflary however that even 
tliese Ihould be known to you; and, in any 
.other fituation than the peculiar one in which 
•I now ftand with her, I fhould have con- 
ceived it my duty, and the moft unequivo- 
.cal.proof of affedion that I could give a fifter, 
to have placed before you the intelligence I 
have in my hands. It is with heartfelt forrow 
that I find myfelf obliged to produce this in- 
formation in a way fo contrary to my inten- 
tions, and fo unfriendly to the firft wifli of 
my foul. This was to save^ nbf to irritate! 
to fpare a mother, not to plant a dagger in 
her maternal bofom ! Read that letter to my 
mother, my dear madame Granger, /can- 
not,* 



166 

r.rr/ added Cie, covering her face and 
M eeping. I obeyed. It was directed to mils 
Sa\"illej and was as follows: 

* Madam, 

* My fituation in life is in all refpefts fo 
remote from yours, that nothing lefs preifing 
and important than the prefent occafion 
could juftify me, even to myfelf, for the 
libert}* I take in addreffing you. 

* You may however be able to recal to 
memory a young perfon whom, about eight 
months fince, you noticed with particular 
kindnefs, whilft taking your orders at Mrs. 
D — *s, in St. James*s-{lreet, where I had been 
fixed three years before by my parents, and 
where I had acquired the commendation of 
Mrs. D~.. 

* Once I had the honour of waiting upon 
you in CliflFord-ftreet; and, on that occafion^ 
I found myfelf treated by you, madam, with 
a confideration and humanity altogether new 
to me. I was at that time not unworthy of 

your 
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your benevolence; for I was innocent, and 
induftrious in an employment which would 
have provided for my wants and the necef- 
fities of my parents. 

' Let it fuffice that I have been for fome 
weeks the miferable, ruined companion of 
colonel Ofmond ; and am at prefent deferted 
by him to fuffer in mifery the penalty of 
my prime. Amongft a few articles of his 
wearing apparel which he left in my lodg- 
ings, I found a waiftcoat trimmed with lace, 
and my poverty induced me to fell it. In 
the pockets appeared, with fome other ufelefs 
papers, the letter inclofed in this. I alk not 
your pity, madam, for I do not deferve it. 
Loft as I am, this confeflion of my fhame 
calls no blufh to my faded cheek, nor caufes 
one additional throb of anguifh to my burft- 
ing heart. God will be merciftil ; and my 
babe and myfelf will foon be fheltered in the 
grave. I live only to give it birth. Should 
I have been the agent of good to you, 
madam, by following the fuggeftions of my 
too failally experienced mind, 1 fhall be grati- 
fied 
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iu=* x nrvinr rendersi ;: ienice to ihe maft 
:iinu:u: :r ir' jcl. iHii dii I ndt fear you 
w.uau. liuic^ xni n: oindou^. 2nd muier the 
iiiiui:'!!.-^: .r : iri.i.'^iif s^ irell as iquied 
iiAiiu*. 1 v,uii^ jiiiiuoi. vDi; to besrare of 
nut 5i; viii; ? intinuiT^ 'wxi ac;w iZara Frost* 
in-.- -viit.in.- j,T ^i:il^vri^ ibe youog bdy 
.-.u^u ii.v :u.''^ cb:ij^. L more coai^enient 
,M.*:.,:uii: 'S:\t icz:c: njcjoJei is. as tou 



J.:: .1. .-.v.. • N,\ :iv.\' ixcliiiiiei she, *I 

iv. :-.a..;.\ "J^wj o.'u.:Liu«:. k cumoc he 

vorfe 
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'Xrark than what I exped.' I read as CoU 
lows: 

' On my life your laft letter diverted 

me, although it made me angry. Your wifhes 

in favour of Sophia are dictated in fuch ^ 

Jfixit of Chriftian charity and humility, ^ 

spears to me to have banifhed all oth^r 

^spirit. But you have failed in making ^ 

♦ convert of me. I hate the fitter for whoifi 

you plead, Ofmond. She has been my rival 

from my cradle, and, what is more, my 

successful rival ; and I am determined tp 

prevent her in thofe expeftations which will, 

if completed, eftablifli her fuperiority ov^ 

.me for life. She may at her pleafure cajole 

.and fawn my uncle into a will that gives her 

his whole fortune. Why do I fay (he may? 

I believe (he has done it. But I will truft tp 

my influence with my mother for redrefs o|i 

that point of contention; and, fhould I fai), 

I will be confoled if flie be not lady Lifter. 

Difmifs from your mind the fancy that I 

once liked this precife coxcomb : I have re- 

'Peatedly told you my motives for being ci\il 

to 
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interference with my vnlL My behanrioor 
has been regulated by my defigns, and ihefe 
will fliow you what my preference of fir 
George Lifter amounts to. As your tender 
confcience difapproves of my fcheme, and as 
you have fears for my fuccefs, I have kindly 
deliberated on the means of faving you finom 
the confequences of a defeat. You (hall 
fend me all your military habiliments; and, 
in exchange, I will prefent you with a fcarf 
and band. The latter will fupport your ^ 
pious exhortations much better than a fword, 
and the former fliall not be difgraced by my 
pufillanimity. Who knows whether my de- 
legable brother-in-law may not admit you to 
his table as domeftic chaplain; where, for 
bleding the firloin, you may have a flice of 
it. I am certain his lady at leaft would favour 
tl\e protenfions of a man fo forbearing, fo 
patient of injuries, and fo zealous aa advocate 
for her being permitted to wear the n2une and 
honours of lady Lifter without interruption! 
I wilh not to defpife you, Ofmond, I have 

in 
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in my bofom an advocate that pleads for you» 
You tell me Sophia's marriage will pave the 
way for your approach to my mother's houfe; 
that the people adverfe to you will be re- 
moved ; and that fir George has been heard 
to declare that he means to winter at Flo- 
rence, thinking the climate here unfavourable 
to mifs Saville. I tell you that thefe argu- 
ments do not fatisfy me. They may or they 
may not be true. My projed is neceffary to 
my own gratification, and I will purfue it. 
Beware of leading me to think that your 
personal safety^ and not the intereft of your 
heart, has fuggefted your oppofition to it. 
What! plead for a man who has infulted 
you! who has fruflrated every hope I had 
of introducing you to my mother's notice 
and favour! who has malicioully, and, as 
I am taught to believe, falfcly blafted your 
char^der with her ! Shall this man quietly 
purfue his plans of happinefs, and acquire 
the right of watching over the condud of 
Amelia Saville becaufe flic has the fuperlative 
honour of being lady Lifter's fitter ? I dif- 

cloim 
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rlmn y: .r rr^etce. Ofmond. Do I not 
U'»*. ;-; I r.,-: r.r.iL'':" •ximeib, this man's 
«ni »-.;,:i:,; a*'c:r.^rcr'- :ver oiv weak mother's 
iiiiiiu ■ In I r.vv r.:-r-:is aicre he will lead 
If I u ills pi-i^^-'r, iT.i Amelia will be told 
II !i. t^v 1) -I'lfv hi; wLvicm and his pan^on 
\\r\'' . j»niih-fif'.-. 3-: I will ipare them die 
I'MMii II I Mfjtr'vailr.i nid. I will prevent 
in. iiinnpli mJ ih;:r aiT-zicd virtues^ I will 
.«-.»\"u.- liu'iii that Amelia Saville is not 
t» '♦villi viilicr to his pride or to die 
^. .iMvu iiIpI ot his worihip. I laugh 
> t irs. I Live I not told you a hun- 
-'mi ii^y mother is in my hands a 
I \v;i\? Leave her to my mould- 
\\ s It sopliia in tragic woe returns to 
- ■• >\«i-» Ikt uuidame Granger, the old 
.. * .1 x*«;' u'<,ikI them. And what remains 
- »* .'.r , or Ofmond to wifli? 
M>*« \« iv delightful could you, as an 
sxJ i'wr\ enjoy with me the fisLrce 

• > \v*.'.\ lw\\\ I fometimes think 

' ■ ••» ^»^« »i proof of my talents for 
\ x X » \ V » I V K* i I vxiuently wanted when 

fathers 
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lathers have' flmty hearts ind iriotihm 
have fits of obduracy. I think that with 
pafteboard, packthread, and fhreds, I could 
make a puppet-fhow that would^ for a time 
at leaft, keep love from ftarving. My Ma- 
riohettes fhould more refemble nature than 
thofe of the profing Richardfon. For there 
you fhould fee, without maiks, the fir Charles 
Grandifon, alias fir George Lifter, in his 
tye^wig and point rufiles, making his morn-* 
ing bow to the peerlefs mifs Byrbri, the 
reigning Sophia. There you fhould fe^ 
uncle Selby, with the face of a lion and the 
heart of a tiger, fcowling on every man, 
kotnan, and child, that does not worfhip his 
three idols. There you fhould fee aunt 
Nell fidgetting and buftling all day long, 16 
have all in order for the future bride. 
There you might fee, and with me pity, 
my jxx)r mother, with a brow of care, feated 
in a parlour, exaftly fimilar to the cedar one 
in Selby-houfe, confulting Mrs. Pratt ouf 
houfekeeper, and contri\Tng means to evade 
the direful' neceffity of unpapcring the blue 

daniafk 
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damafk bed, which has not feen the light of 
the fun fince the day it was depoiited in its 
ftale chamber. And there, laitly, you 
nii^rht (land a chance of feeing a face, and 
lu^arinj; a voice, which you fay ' would create 
a foul under the ribs of death.* But, my 
doar Ofmond, I defire you to be morefparing 
(if your compliments, and lefs fo of your, 
docility. Let me know whether your new 
friend, the young YorkJhire greenliorrij con- 
tinues to like Clara. Does he underftand 
that Ihe can, from her own purfe, pay for 
a jaunt to Gretna Green? She has three 
thouHmd pomids independent of her mother,' 
and fix more muft be her's at the old 
woman's deceafe. I wifh the poor girl could 
get a hufband; flie is not ugly, and, when 
drefled for exhibition, really looks as young 
as myfelf. Do not omit your calls, nor 
forget the old lady's card table. The gueft 
you have iniroducv?d, with your (lories of the 
battle at Bunker' s-Hill, in which the gallant 
major Vroll and your father figure as the 
Bohadih of the day, will do all we wifh 

them; 



175 

them; and next winter may give Amelia 
Saville^an efcort in public, whofe protection 
vill pleafe her mother and content her 
daughter, though the title of baronet, and 
the feverity of a cynic, are wanting to your 
pretenfions. 

* Adieu, fleep in peace, and truft to 

Your A. S/ 

*' When I had finifhed this curious letter," 
continued madame Granger, '' I returned it 
to Sophia, and our attention was given to 
the difabufed mother. I will omit her agonies. 
You will imagine what thefe were. To her 
queftion, ' Why Sophia had for fo many days 
kept this intelligence a fecret from her?* Mj 
young friend anfwered, ' That fhe had, in 
confequence of the immediate relief which flie 
fent to the wretched young woman, heard that 
Ofmond was in confinement for debt. Satit 
fied on this point,' continued Sophia, * my 
next hope arofe from the perfuafion that my 
filler would not periill in a projeft, at once 
fo hazardous to herlllf and fo little calculated 

• to 



176 

to injure fir George Lifter. He mufl; m-^ 
deed have hitherto lived to little purpofe,* 
added fhv?, her face glovrfng with a fenfe ol 
his worth, ' and his friends muft indeed- 
have little underftood the tenor of his life, if 
the filly inifchief of a weak girl could have. 
blafted his character, or difgraced a name 
honoured by his virtues. The infbrmation 
contained in thefe letters was of no other 
importance to me but as it pointed out the 
danger to which flie had heedlefsly expofed 
herfelf. As the wife of fir George Lifter^ 
it was my purpofe to have made him the 
agent of refcuing Amelia without afifi£king 
my mother/ * And how is this to be e& 
fedled,* af^ed the agitated Mrs. Saville. * Are 
you to be facrificed? is the life of a man like 
fir George* — She paufed, and with a: feofe 
of unutterable diftrefs raifed her eyes to hea- 
ven. ' You do well my dear mother,' £dd 
Sophia in a tone of tendemefs, * to oSer 
your pv?tition to heaven. But be comfbrtecL 
Sir George will not have an adverfary to en- 
<::ounter. Tlii^ man's neceffities will kad 

him. 



hSm to stfedt i femfelaiK^ at feis^ bf k^lle)^^ 
triuch, it ma^ be^ his vanili)i^ ai^d piiacipk^ 
would oiheiifuife oppofe. To ilus wiil b^ 
^dded his ccHivi^dn that fip Geor^ know^ 
him to be already a married man ; for hd 
WSi$ one df thc^ who rafed a contributioil 
fcr his xmhappy wile who had followed hiM 
to BariS) where fhe wti^ abandoned by him U^ 
want. He mentio^fted this drcumftsuice t6 
Amelia the firfl night ihe met CMhumd. She 
flfiServed the juftification of colonel (Xmond 
tof the accufatidn of fir George Liften' 

" * Leave me! oh leave me, my child, to 
thb hoiu* of thanks and gratitude to my God!' 
exclaimed Mrs. Saville, Shilling on her knees, 
• Oh leave me to my feelings, or I fhall 
£unti * We retired. My young friend re* 
faired to her dreffing-room,* and I went to 
the breaklaft parlour, and fent fir George to 
his agitated Sophia. My tale only ferved 
like oil to raife the mdignation of poor Mr. 
Goldby's refentment to a greater flame, and 
my vanity, had it ftodd in need of a check, 
Vould have had one; for the irr^sistibk 

VOL. III. H madame 
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ma^lamc Granger only made him mdbeou 
ragcous and ilubbom in his declaradons o 
never more permitting the offender to be ii 
his prefence. Exhauded of all my rhetoric, 
I was on the point of leading him to recuni 
to poor Mrs. Saville, when Sophia and fir 
(ieorj^e entered the room arm in arm.- The 
good old man,bur(Ung into tears, .extended 
his arms to receive them, and pronounced a 
warm benediction on them. * It will not 
reach heaven, my dear uncle,' faid the fyrpi 
Sophia, ' unL*fs you can forgive. Let us 
plead, and remind you diat you are not 
made nor principled to caft from you a child 
of your beloved nephew/ His features 
fwelled to agony. * Thank God he has 
not lived to fee this day!* faid he. * But do . 
with me what you will, my child. I am happy 
in feeing him live again in you.* He ftrsdned ' 
the weeping girl to his bofom. ^ Take her 
away,' continued he with affumed gaiety ; 
and turning to fir George, * I am made a 
child of by you both ; but I promife to be a 
good one and to do as I am bid. But by 

my 



i7d 

my Maker I fwear,' added he, * that my 
future favour fliall depend on her future 
conduft who has caufed me a pang that 
might have been my death ! I am ill and 
muft go to bed/ The event proved that 
he did not miftake his feelings. The gout 
returned, and three weeks delay of Sophia's 
marriage was occafioned by Mr. Goldby's 
fevere illnefs. Sir George during this fufpenfe 
went to London. He found the noble colonel 
at hx>me in the hands of a bailiff. What were 
the terms of accommodation were only 
known by the refult of fir George's interfe- 

rence. He was however fuccefsful in his ne- 

• 

gotiation ; the lieutenant-colonel exchanged 
his commiffion in the guards for a colonelcy 
in a marching regiment deftined for Gib- 
raltar; and, to our great aftonifliment, he 
married mifs Clara Froft the week before he 
embarked.' He is fmce dead of wounds 
occafioned in a gaming difpute; and his lady 
is married again,having become poffeffed, by 
•the 4^*ath of her mother of allurements for a 
fubaltcrh officer in the fame regiment in 
which her nominal hulband commanded: 

for 
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•^.s ■: A:v^:'Ji!vJ that the prorident motber^ 
V.;s, Vv.vt. haJ not fcen company at her 
.*»*.*. i\.\-..o; and by her parfimony wA 
^\s,.,^.'VA.M ]ui left 2, confiderable addi- 
t,'.; .,^ r;.-: »Uuch(cr's fortune tofu{q)lythe 
.f'.N ,s* j,.\ ;;nnui:v which dofed wkh her 

* ':\. AC :'rOt\>ree'<abfence mils Amelia 

V ** ,\\. \'.. i"^."* » i\ s connned to her room with 

■ ^v ^..^ <& }^:''.^(»dod faead-ach. Sqphk 

.•wi!s:v. liv ^^witiii part of die day \ndi 

, V jt.\.i^)*i\ ijK^^ ^his unworthy girl^ whedier 

\:..r- ,\««,:sv N I^;• v:i!ierofttyof firG«eorge, 

...^ V, K..», :.!.•!,< .-v! hvT lifter, or ftruckby 

^ v,* '. ,.: .-^^i: vuln ironi which ther had 

v ?.,• o-,v.Ni;\^ ;) contridoD of heait 

.^ * V .- .. !,.fift uk^ii: ro herfelf : and the 

..:•,» . '.■OiV.fiirsi. rf»doemedIhaveno 

. .V " . . ,..,\i«, I »,r :Vi«nds in the drawing* 

. . >.: « .v^ivv- A'i'id iddv li&er left Mrs. 

>. s : uXut« ;.«n Ja^^v; ^er their niq^ 

. . V ils^UlM viih tbiam. l was 

..V ,. y ^^> ^« ^'(^ «'vi.\il]c thisieafoncf 

then 
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then little forefaw^ the extent of thofe iacri'* 
fices of my own enjoyments which this con- 
fideradon on my part would require. The 
young couple, with their happy uncle, re- 
turned to us from fir George's feat in Kent 
early in the autumn; and poor madame 
Granger was attacked on all fides with fa 
Hiany intreaties ' to give herfelf up to mifs 
Amelia Saville's improvement and advan- 
tage,' 'that I yielded; and faw my Sophia 
depart with comfort for the continent in the 
following month of October. 

•* We did not quit our retirement till fome 
ved&s after; and again I experienced the 
truth, that to live for others as well as our- 
. lelves has its recompenfe. Poor Mrs. Saville. 
was fupported by my prefence and truly 
grateful for my fervices. The reception 
given her by her general acquaintance on 
her fettling again in Clifford-ftreet for the 
wint.T exh larated her fpirits, and pointed 
out the propriety of thofe meafures which fbe 
prudently adopted* Mifs Frofl's ftolen wed* 
ding, and the allrconqiiering colonel Ofmond» 

had 
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beauty and imaginary confequence did I 
leave her, when Mrs. Saville quitted London 
for the fummer. I was in truth, my dear 
Mrs. Palmerftone, weary of my poft; and 
with joy accepted of Mrs. Chandler's invita-. 
tion to meet her at admiral G — 's, where 
I foon recovered from the fatigue of follow- 
iiig an infolent beauty through a fafhionable 
circle." 

I hav^, my Eliza, been led by my fubje£l. 
to omit the circumftance of your abfence 
from home this autumn, and to which it is 
owing that you are ftill a ftranger to madame 
Granger; but you know that whilft you were 
with Mrs. Beaumont, Mrs. Chandler and her 
friend pafled a fortnight with me. The com- 
fort which our friend experiences in the con- 
duft of her girls led to the foregoing narra- 
tive: and Mrs. Chandler's warm gratitude to- 
your mother, and commendations of Eliza,, 
•Palmerftone, opened the heart of madame 
Granger to eft^em and confidence. . , ,? 

I have, however, ftill a few remaining par^ 

ticulars 
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dcukrs to ad«L Thefe rdafie prindpdly ((> 
fir Gecn-ge Liilier's conducL He t<^d maJMifc 
Granger that for ftune few d&ys his heut 
%7as fairly divided between the two beautiM 
fiflers ; but he loon eeafed to iay * Ho^ 
happv cx)uld I be with either ;* for Amelia dl 
htf halle to fee the ^ other dear chsift^ 
awav' communieatsd to him a fecret, * Hei' 
filler's delicats health and the ilhiefs wjhich 
had occafioned her detention in Liibon had 
fuifen from a difappointment oi ihe -tedder 
kind, and ihe had every reafon to feur diM 
her heart wo^ild nev«: recover the wotmd of 
flighted love/ Sir George's ouriofity ^rao 
roufed by this tale, and he learned the aamt 
of the ungrateful favourite. Unfommatdy^ 
in a few days after, this ¥ery genlleHiaa <^ 
the wings, not indeed ef love, but of eagcQr 
good ^11, made his way to Cliffdrd-ffa'e!^ 
from his Other's houfe in the country. iS^ 
George was in the drawing-room when -bf 
wae announc^ as -a yifiior U> tnadan^ 
Granger, and Sqphia; and to his Au^^rife tbi 
ibrlorn loyefick m^den ts^eifed ^ fift^r's 

franknel9 
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fiaAksie&andccKidiaUtyofm^iniiiertiiat conM 
iiot be imllak^n. A fprightly conrer&tioa 
fell6w€d, and) aiQongfl: other little iaUies, the 
young gentleman reminded Sophia of hdr 
promife, feht to the miftrefs of his heart with 
t prefent of a tro{>ical bird^ namely, to be in 
England and ofSciate as her bride's^maid, in 
cafe file would, by her care and kindnefs, pre- 
vent the hecdlefs Fanfliaw from Ihooting, and 
finding his cough again in the fens. Sophia 
acknowledged the true ftatement of this ap 
peai,and,congratulating him on his improved 
good looks, archly aiked him whether he 
would perfuade the young lady to wait for 
hter bride's.maid rill after Chriftmas. " No, 
no,'' anfwercd he laughing; '^but (he will with 
jey receive }'ou when in town; and then yoa 
will fee me Benedict the happy man.'' He 
then pleaded the hurry of the moment, and 
with gaiety took his leave. Sir George made 
thofe inferences which this incident fugged* 
ed, and with obfervant eyes witncfled the 
various workings of cunning and envy which 
poor Amcliot k may be, tmccnfdoufly be» 

trayed^ 
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being Ofmond's wife; and implored fo touch- 
ingly the aid of this gentleman to proteft 
her from fimilar ftratagems of her hulband,- 
that he, jointly with Mr. Lifter and fir George, 
left her a boarder in a refpeftable convent; 
and placed in a banker's hand a fufficient 
fum to anfwer the demands of her penfion 
and other exigencies. You already know 
the refult of fir George's interference at the 
ball, my dear girl, I ftiall therefore proceed. 
During the period pafled at Mrs. Saville's 
country-houfe, and 'which was preparatory 
to the union of the lovers, fir George received 
one or two very extraordinary notes from 
mifs Amelia, He became uneafy, and guard- 
ed in his moft indifferent aftions, carefully 
fhunning a girl whom he now thought not 
only indifcreet but dan<rer&us. His pre^- 
tencc of the fprained knee was amongft 
thefe neceflary cautions ; for Mrs. Saville had 
been induced to * wi(h that fir George would 
not let Amelia walk alone fo early in the 
day.' Continually on the watch, he wa« 
liotwitliftanding outwitted by the alert mifc 

Amelia, 
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Amdia, and Mi ihtenie^ was thus obtained 
which led to ^ converfation that at dnoe 
broke through fir Greorge*s patience and pni» 
dence* His language partook of his feeUngS, 
and he told her in the moft unqualified 
terms that he defpifed her: her paiBons tofe 
to fury, and he calmly uKdved on to the 
boufe, leaving her to follow him. She did 
fowith panting fpeed, and with tears inipk)red 
his pity and compafTion, acknowledging fbi 
had been highly culpable. This conceffioii 
had its eSc& ; fir George promifed to bury 
the whole of what had paffed in obfivkm, 
and with a ferious and manly freedom he 
pointed out to the penitent the xefleaions of 
his own well-principled mind. She heard 
bxm in filence, continuing to weep. When 
near the hall, he cautioned her to finm bemg 
feen, and to retire to her room, engaging to 
anfwer for her abfence at the breakfad table. 
She acceded to this advice,and, in firGeorgeV 
words, " left him to complete her dwn 
ihame, and to fbnd indebted for her prefer* 
Tsttion to thofe whom Ihe wilhed to ruin. If,** 

added 
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, ^ A&Bt is a humiliation beyond 

human nature to feel, I know not hj 

a to call it ; but, did I dare, I would 

bment meet for a mind that 

rs malice, envy, and revenge.*' 

dl be difappointed if this Ample (lory 

fometbing leiTen your faith in pky^ 

'. You will, the next time chance 

you in the way of Amelia Saville, fee 

m angel's face may conceal the heart of 

Hon. But here we will finifh our judg« 

: relative to this unhappy young creature. 

oore falutary leflbn is within our reach. 

I never impofe on thofe around us? Do 

never wear a femblance of virtue which 

remote from our minds ? Alas! my child, 

wife ft and the bed of us would Ihrink 

iom the examination of a Lavater were his 

rules unerring ; and yet, who of the fons of 

in can (liun the infpedion of a Being of 

infinite wifdom, purity, and jullicc? or who 

does not forget too often that God is in 

all our paths i 

May his grace and favour go with you 

through 
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through this world, and his mercy give yon 
aci'c^ptancc at a tribunal where furroundmg 
myriads will know you for his fervant or 
for the rebellious child of darknefs and 
drlj)iiir* 

1 remain 

Your faithful 

Angelica Palmerstgne. 
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Stettei XIV. 
THE FASHIONABLE YOUNG LADY, 

OR THE 

UNFASHIONiVBLE SCRUPLE. 



MY DEAR ELIZA, 

It Is with pleafure that I fit down to con- 
gratulate you on the recent proof you have 
given of your difcretion. It appears that you 
have not now to learn that curiofity is one 
of thofe means intended by our Gracious 
Maker to conduct us to knowledge; but that, 
like all his gifts, it may not only be abufed, 
but converted to purpofes botLdishonourable 
and vicious. Your application to your grand- 
father for a foludon of your doubts, in re- 
gard to the curiofity that my conduft awak- 
ened, does you honour; becaufe a cenfure ati 

diat conduct was implicated in itv and yotfr 

• * 

rcluclance 
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relufilancc to gratify your wifh of knowing 
my motives is ftrongly marked with a deli- 
cicy which you cannot too carefully cherifli 
for a parent. His advice contains, as it ever 
will, not only an ufeful leflbn for the prfefent 
occalion, but a rule for the future condufl: 
of your life. "If," anfwered he, ** your mo- 
ther do not mention mifs Latimar, — if fhedo 
not outer into any explanations relative to 
her behaviour to that young lady, and which 
fo uuich furprifod you, — ^be perfuaded that 
file has gixxl and folid reafons for her filence. 
Roprd's your curiofity until ihe writes to yoik 
If your noxt packet contain nothing relative 
to the fubjcd of it, difmifs it with a full af- 
furanco t!ut vour mother cannot, without 
pain to licrL^lf, rocal thofe motives which 
L\i her to treat a villtor -with coldnefs and 
xdVrvo.'* 

You follow ed this counfel, and I, in rft. 
tuin, prepare with c:^eert*ulne& to faiisfy your 
doubts reijx ding the propriety of the re^ 
ceptioii 1 gave, in my own hcufe, to a perfoa 
vhofe appearance and manners feemed well 

calculated 
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Iculated to call forth attention and poHter 
jfe, or at leaft to claim that urbanity with 
(lich I receive the meaneft of my guefU, 
About fixteen or eighteen years fmce I 
et mife Latimar at Buxton. The lady and 
tntleman fhe was with were old friends of 
y mother's, from whom time and cu*cum- 
inces had removed her. The pleafure of 
eeting again, though accidental, was reci- 
ocal and fmcere, and we inftantly fettled 
to one party. The parents of mifs Latimar 
^e near neighbours and intimate friends of 
in and Mrs. Ainfworth. Her mother had 
r many years been confined to her apart- 
ent by habitual malady; but, as her com- 
aint had ceafed to alarm, fhe propofed to 
ar friends to permit her daughter, who had 
ft quitted a London fchool, to make thi$ 
[curfion with them. Mifs Lathnar was 
en a moft beautiful girl of feventeen; flie 
meed admirably, was extremely gay and 
4atile, and much more at her eafe in focietv 
an young people new to the world comm- 
only arc. The reputation, juftly founded, 

vr>J . HI. O of 
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of her large inheritance as an only child, dl6 
antient nobility of her family, and the refpec- 
tabiiity of her parents, were not overlooked 
bv the Buxton beaux. She received their 
homage with fatisfadion, and as a tribute 
which they had no right to withhold. 

As chance had placed us in each other's 
company without any previous acquaint- 
ance, I felt that I had as little right as in- 
clination to obtrude my opinions on miis 
Latimar •, and to fay the truth, I did not ima- 
gine {he would efteem me either wife enough 
or old enough for her monitrefs. I forbore 
therefore to reprefs, as I was fometimes dif- 
pofed to do, a vivacity which amufed the 
young gentlemen more than it did me, and 
contented myfelf with guarding her as much 
as I cQuld from their familiarities. Her 
friends had apparently devolved this trull on 
me: whether they were tired of the fatigue of 
following a belle of feventeen, or that they 
preferred a card-table to perpetual motion, 
I will not determine ; but certain it is that 
Mrs, Ainfworth was conftandy repeating. 
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^ Mifs Woodley will walk with you mifs 
I^tiinar;inifsWoodley will take care of you/* 
This was a care of which I was not ambi- 
tious, as it interfered very much with my 
mode of paffing my mornings, and I was often 
much perplexed for expedients to keep my 
volatile charge quiet for an hour or two. We 
had read the laft new novel ; we had exhaufted 
fidhions; we had criticifed over and over 
again the " strange faces*^ and " odcLlook^ 
ing" people whom we did not know; and 
to get rid of her importunity to walk out in 
a burning fun, and without a fingle objeft in 
view, I was on the point of afldng her to 
read to me a few pages of madame Genlis's 
Veillees du Chateau, which I knew (he had 
with her. 

To preface a requeft which I perfeftly 
knew would oppofe her reftlefs humour, I 
obfer\'ed how well fhe fpoke French, and 
that I fuppofed fhc had pardcularly applied 
herfelf to the attainment of it. " I have been 
. told,'* added I, "that this language is fpoken 
at Mrs. O-'s with great purity; and if all the 

ladies 
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ladies in the houfe are fuch proficients as 
yourfelf, I do not wonder that it is fo emi- 
nently diflinguifhed for this branch of female 
education." 

I had ftarted a fubjefl: which rendered 
madame Genlis's interpofition ufelefs. She 
expatiated largely on the fchool (he had left, 
and concluded with a lamentable pifhure of 
the refl:i"aint which fhe had fharedwith others 
under the care of the lynx-eyed ladies who 
direfted it. " I have always underftood," 
replied I, *' that thefe ladies are extremely 
folicitous for the improvement of their pu- 
pils.'* " Yes," interrupted mifs Latimar, 
*' they feem to think it their boimden duty to 
fag them from morning to night.**' **But," 
refumed I, " they are generally allowed to 
be as attentive to the health and cojnfort of 
their fcholars as to their progrefs in learn- 
ing." " Why yes," returned fliCj ^* they 
are good fort of women, there is nothing to 
complain of in refpe£b to accommodations, 
and when one is unwell they are careful be- 
yond all bearing : but after allj my dear An- 
gelica, 
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gelica, it is hot a fafhionable Ichod. I wifli 
my father had fent me to Q — S — , or C — 
ftreet; thofe are the fchools for girls comme 
il fciut! Not to fpeak of the comiexions one 
forms there, I am told they have mailers 
ibr the card-table. And only thiuk of the 
fociety within thefe houfes! Why, I am told 
that not a girl is fuffered to appear to any 
cme who inquires for them from a hackney- 
xroach ! no, not if it were their neareft rela- 
tion." " You are Angularly happy ,*^ replied 
I, laughing very heartily, " in the proofs 
which you have adduced of the fuperibsjlgr 
of thefe fchools : but unfortimately the evi- 
dence wants Ibmewhat of conviftipn with* 
.me; for I know feveral girls fent from thefe 
^fchools with very diftinguifhed accomplilh- 
ments ; but who had either never feen the 
teacher of the fublime art of card-playing, 
or had profited fo little from his leflbns that 
they were unequal to any thing beyond the 
nurfcr}' game of commerce. I alfo perfectly 
recollect a circumftance which entirely fets 
afide your hackney-coach impediments ; for 

It 
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it happened by an accident, which occurred 
not long fince, that my mother and myfetf 
actually alighted from a moft miferable one 
at the door of Q— S— . We were moft 
courteoufly received, and paffed an hour very 
agreeably whilft waiting for the friend whom' 
we expefted to meet, and who had her 
daughter in the houfe.'* " It might be fo," 
replied fhe with a nod, *' but you were 
known: otherwife*'— " But," continu;}d I, 
*' I met laft winter two young ladies of your 
fchool at lady M — *s, who bore very honour- 
able teftimony in favour of the Mrs. O — & 
They were remarked by a numerous drde 
as very elegant girls. Every one was charmed 
with their modefty and unaffefted manners. 
I fuppofed them fifters, but difcovered that 
they were only firft coufins. Perhaps you 
will recoUeft in the two mifs Pamells une- 
quivocal proofs that falhion and graceful eafe 
may be acquired in G-- S — " " Oh, yes,'* 
cried ftie carelefsly, " I know them, but I 
am amazed to hear you talk of their unaf" 
fected manners. We ufed to call mifs Pir- 

neU 
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Tiell the banker's daughter, * Piety in pat- 
tens*' The other, whofe father I believe 
figns himfelf efquire from fome village in 
Northamptonfhire, will be une precieufe tout 
auffi ridicule/' 

** You have,'' obferved I, " made a di- 
itindiion which by no means identifies their 
perfons; but," added I with ferioufiiefs, 
** whichever of the two it is who is remark- 
able for her piety (for in beauty they are 
equal) flie will find that ftie poffeffes a trea- 
fure not only of ineftimable value to her fe- 
curity and happinefe, but one which will 
place her in a ftadon to which worldly ad- 
vantages cannpt dare to afpire," " Ah! 
mon Dieu!'' exclaimed the giddy mifs La- 
timar, " how like that is to one of my .go- 
vemefs's grave leftures! I could fwear I was 
now ftanding in her odious parlour doing 
penance, and liftening to a fermon on the fin- 
fulnefs of laughing ! But to be ferious, my 
dear mifs Woodley," continued (he, " be 
perfuaded that you know nothing of thefe 
mifs Pamells. The one with light hair is 

an 
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23 ^rrfjl. ief.cain? cirl, aSecHnrr all thofe 
cualines which fhe thinks ^ill attract the 
e/:eeni and ?ood will of thofe whom it mav 
be her in:ere:l or convenience to gain. Ma- 
r'.u'.r.c her cou::n, by apeing her, is ridicu- 
iv^ui'v cer.ceirei : the is "become from a coun- 
rr^- h.^vJer. a :Vr.ri:nen:aI mils. I aiiure you 
1 :beik trorn n.^ ricue. although I was not a 
fswrurire wii niiis Pamelh I faw through 
h:'r i::cuiic>^ ar.i heinously offended her by 
Cv.".".:ncMAnar.ne, *Re!e with her chickens.*" 
" Yv^u a7r^^;ir/' \?11 I, "not to have wanted 
:. :. :n G— S—." " I do not anfwer fiar 
th^:/* re:*u::::i ihe, *' but I know that iwe 
v» j.r.:.\: ••."VJLtVrtvr.:: rVr what on earth can 
;cv.;.". :ho lire o: ?. cir! of fpirit in fuch a 
V.^u.e. Je ir/y en:.u\-a:s a la mort. Had 
\ ou ;Ven :he .:v% kv.v.rs: moppets which poured 
;:; ;:'vt: ;:s iin^T everv vaoadon, vou would 
I .i:v. ;V.r.\ v::h :i'.". ycur 5:ra\-i:y, have joined 
our ;\\v:v ^iv.d '.-ir^hAi a: their ro^-tiaiced ftu- 
pu:::\/' •• lV^cLb:y vou would have been 
r.:i/:,ikvn/' ;in.\vere\i L *' tor I think that 
two vv:i;-viori:!ons would have withhold me: 

tiie 
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the firft, caufetefsly ofFending thefe ne\v aiid 
timid companions; and the fecond, the fear 
of difgrace with the govemefs ; for I pre- 
fume that this amufement was not authorifed 
by her permiffion." " Non! en v^rit^/* 
cried my laughing gueft, " pains and pe- 
nalties in abundance hung over the heads of 
fach offenders ; for the good women in G — 
S — are no refpeders of perfons." I looked 
at my watch, and faid " it was time to drefs.'* 
•She took the hint and withdrew, leaving tne 
to my reflexions; and I affure you, my !EIiza, 
that the firft which occurred was the good 
fortune of the ladies in G — S— in being 
releafed from a pupil fo little calculated for 
their mode of inftruftion and difcipline. 

ITie following day was propidous to me. 
Mr. Palmerftone and your father joined us, 
as had been agreed upon. The pleafure of our 
firft meeting was fcarcely fubfided when 
mifs Latimar, who had juft entered the room, 
exclaimed in her ufual "way , "Ah! monDieu! 
voila Ics demoifellets Jamefons!" A coach and 
four pafled our window and drew up to the 
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door of the hotel. The two young ladies, 
with the father, mother, arid a maid-fervant, 
entered, and mifs Latimar inftantly joined 
them with eager gratulations and welcome. 
At dinner flie introduced her friends to us. 

Folly and Vanity have fo little variation, 
thatlfliall very accurately defcribe thefe young 
people by faying that they refembled their 
dear mifs Latimar ; but, although very pretty 
girls, they were not quite fo handfome as 
their friend. She had, till their arrival, en- 
joyed without a competitor the admiration 
of the young men; and I did not in the firft 
inftance think her in danger of lofing this 
pre-eminence in beauty: but it fomehow 
tranfpired that the mifs Jamefons had large 
and independent fortunes, and thefe joined 
to their father's wealth rendered them pow- 
erful rivals, and produced very foon a de- 
fertion which mifs Latimar could not help 
perceiving. For a few days however I was 
permitted to enjoy my friends unmolefted. 
It was the lafl month m which I \^'as deftined 
to bear the name of JVoodley^ my marriage 

having 
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having been fettled for the enfuing one. Mn 
and Mrs. Ainfworth were admitted into our 
fecret, and they very honourably preferved 
it. 

I cannot, my Eliza, rcfufe myfelf the 

pleafure of contemplating what your grand- 

^ father was in thofe hal9yon days. He was 

fufpefted for the real lover; and, with a heart 

lefs devotedly fixed than mine vi^as, he was 

well qualified to have made a forinidable 

rival: for with all the graces of a perfon 

which in youth had diftinguiflied in the moft 

eminent point of view " the handfome Mr. 

Palmerftone,'* he enjoyed a flow of fpirits 

which animated every one around him; 

whilft the urbanity of his manners and his 

fuperior underftanding drew to him all that 

was pleafant and refpeftable in fociety. 

To my great mortification I became once 
more mifs Latimar*s cliief confidante and 
favourite. She entered my apartment after 
a morning's ramble with an efcort of beaux 
and her " dear mils Jamefons." I had ob- 
ierved that fome grievances were hourly 
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growing up to difturb the harmony which 
in the firft inftance had fo infeparably united 
them. *' You look fetigued,** faid I to her, 
on her throwing herfelf impatiently into the 
firft chair (he reached. •'' You hurry yovufelf 
out of all enjoyment by thefe perpetual 
walks." ''I will be more wife for the future^**, 
anfwered fhe ; *' at leaft I will confult better 
my own pleafiire; for thefe girls are ennuy- 
eufes to a degree beyond toleration!" I 
fmiled. " No matter," added flie, *' I know 
what that finile fays, and I would pardon 
their being filly; but, my dear Angelica, 
they are fpiteful, cenforious creatures! and 
the greateft flirts in nature. They really pro- 
voke me by their folly. Would you believe 
it, they wear rouge, and yet have ithe mean- 
nefs. to infmuate that both you and myfeif 
have too much colour to :be natural'** I 
fmiled again. " We have at Jeaft,** faid 'I, 
*' truth on our fide, and our complexions 
will not be the worfe for an examination.- 
Why do you liften to this fort of nonfenfe? 
I fufpeft that you have in your* ;fuite Same 
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beau not much difpofed to Bivour the claims 
that the mifs Jamefons have on your time 
and kindnefs." " Well/' replied (he, " be 
their claims what they may, I fliall drop 
them." " You will not do well/* anfwered 
I. '* Nay," faid fhe, interrupting me, " they 
do not deferve your good nature,! am cer- 
tain; therefore fay no more. You have mor» 
tally offended them by animadverting on our 
quitting the dance before it was finiflied : 
they have not forgotten it, I promife youl" 
^ So it appears," faid I, *' that the animad- 
yerfions have been remembered, and the re- 
formation forgotten; for I have perceived, 
lince that evening in which I took the friendr 
ly licenfe of fpeaking to you on the impro- 
priety of withdrawing from the dance, that 
you and your friends have moft induftrioufly 
done fo." " Why," laid mifs Ladmar, "this 
I muft confefs; but in return, own that you 
are, as the Jamefons call you, a prude of the 
firft order. One would really iuppofe you 
a candidate foliciting votes and interefl: your 
extraordinary civility to the fhopkeepess' 
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Halves and parfons' daughters mufl:, I think, 
gain you univerfal fuffrage: depend however 
upon my vote, for I love you with all your 
puaftilios." " I will endeavour at leaft/* 
anfwered I, "to deferve your love, and in re- 
turn will tell you, and, if you pleafe, the miss 
Jamesons or any other mifl'es, what it feems 
at prefent has el'caped your obfervation. 
Amongft thefe ihopkeepers' wives and par- 
fons* daughters I have remarked a wonder- 
ful fagacity in feizing proper fubjefts for ri- 
dicule and amufement for thcmfelves. Some- 
how or other thefe people are very frequendy 
rational and acute; and, what is yet more 
aftonifhing, they have cultivation and good 
breeding ; I prefer their approbation to their 
cenfure; and to fay the truth, I think I am 
more politic than you or your friends; fori 
have long fince difcovered that no one infults 
their good fenfe or fpoils their good humour 
with impunity." " As you pleafe fo let it 
remain,*' anfwered mifs Latimar .with a pert 
air, " we amufe ourfelves. But you do well 
to affume in time the matron^* I bluflied. 
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** Yes, yes/* continued (lie, ** I fee how it 
is! your 50 ;i will not want leading-ftrings ; 
which is a pity, for you would guide them 
admirably." She laughed, nor couldlrefraia. 
" However, Angelica, although you think me 
fuch a madcap," continued fhe, " I always 
defend you : you certainly have chofen the 
beft; car pour le jeune homme c'eft un ani- 
mal d*un fangfroid inconcevable! your old 
lover is gay and cheerful at leafl; although 
between ourfdves, quelquefois un peu nial 
a propos. But you will improve him; and 
I recommend to your attention teaching him 
tobefomewhat more explicit in his compli* 
ments; for I never know whether I ought to 
look ferious for a reproof, or curtefy for a 
civil fpeech. You will not only improve 
your chcT man, but your aow, I truft, who 
would do verv well were he a litde more 
fociablctt cnjouc." 

This was mil's Latimar at feventeen years 
of age. I beg you will attentively examine 
the features of her character : we {hall fee 

whether 
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whether the development of them Is fuch as 
we might have expefted. 

Three or four years after my Buxton ex- 
curfion I again faw mifs Latimar: flie had loft 
her mother; and her father at this time en- 
gaged a houfe in town for his winter refi- 
dence. Mrs. Ainfworth in the moft friendly 
terms recommended her old acquaintance 
to my good offices; and fglicited my atten?- 
tion to his beautiful daughter with an anxi- 
ety which did honour to her own heart and 
principles, and interefted mine to meet her 
benevolent defigns. I never in my life felt 
a reludance to be ufeful to youth and inex- 
perience, or balanced the trouble, and, I might 
fay, the little facrifices of felf-enjoyment an- 
nexed to the duty : and as often as I could, 
confiftently with the rules I had prefcribed 
for my own conduft, I made a point of at- 
tending and introducing mifs Latimar to 
thofe public amufements, and to that circle of 
acquaintance I judged proper for her. I was 
not difpleafed that thi§ care devolved entirely 

upon 
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ally to anfwer all the purpofes with which I 
connefted ufefulnefs and advantage to my 
charge. The lady who direfted Mr. Lati- 
mar's domeftic affairs was by no means qua- 
lifted for the companion of his daughter: (he 
was a diftant relation, advanced in years, and 
lame; but in whofe quiet temper and houfe- 
hold wifdom the good Mr. Ladmar found 
his comforts. He difliked a town life, and 
. had with reluftance yielded to the wifhes of 
his daughter; but relieved by me from the 
trouble of attending her in lier amufements, 
he became not only contented but grateful- 

The beauty of mifs Ladmar was not over- 
looked in London, and the particular atten- 
tions of a very amiable and refpeftable gen- 
tleman foon followed her arrival in town. Mr. 
Latimar was flattered by his overtures, and 
perfedly fadi.fied that his pretenfions on the 
fide of charafter were moft honourably fup- 
ported. As he was very intimate in our fa- 
mily, he declared his intentions, in the hope 
of difcovcring through my means the chance 
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of his fucceeding with the lady. I had ob- 
fen-^ed nothing to difcourage him, and your 
father engaged for fuccefs. But mils Latimar 
unfortunately had fixed her heart on a titlcj 
and our friend was tenacioufly attached to 
the name of a commoner, and one of the moft 
refpeftable in the kingdom. He was re* 
jetted; and confoied himfelf by marrying 
fome time after a lady, who, under the title of 
his wife, enjoys a happinefs at once the envy 
and admiration of her more ambitious ac- 
quaintance. 

The following year brought this family 
again to Pall Mall. I difcovered very foon, 
that my gay protegee feldom claimed my for- 
mer cares; her acquaintance in town became 
very fefliionable and very extenfive, and her 
engagements perpetual. I did not forget the 
good father, and often Kftened to his regrets 
for his park and his hounds. If by chance 
his daughter was at home, I alfo liftehed to 
her pathetic lamentations at feeing fo little of 
me, and to which I fometimes dryly replied^ 
that it was fcarcely poffible it could be other- 
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wife, whilft we trod circles fo remote from 
each other. In reply to this, I was told of 
lady Betty's or lady Jane's unreafonable de- 
mands on her time; and thefe converfations 
conlmonly finiflied by the honeft Yorkfhire- 
man wifliing them coarfely with one whofe 
name became as little the mouth of a gentle* 
man as it would become my pen. 

One morning I was rather furprifed on re- 
ceiving a vifit from mifs Latimar at an hour 
when I fliould have fuppofed her lady Bettys, 
her lady Janes, and herfelf, in their firft 
fleep. With a familiarity which fhe could 
aflume whenever it fuited her^ but which, 
with others lefs happy, would long fince have 
changed to a more referved manner of ap- 
proach, fhe aflced me to chaperon her to the 
French ambaffador's ball. I hefitated; and 
at length fmiling, and adverting to my ap- 
pearance, frankly told her, I hardly thought 
myfelf qualified for the honour. " I declined 
the invitation altogether in the firfl infbmce,*' 
added I, '^ but the ambaflador has convinced 
^In Palmerftone that I have nothing to fear; 
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It is a very feleft party, and I have promifed 
to (how myfelf to my friends for an hour or 
two. I will however with pleafure attend you 
there, and doubt not but I (hall find fome 
one to whofe care I can fafely confide you 
when I (hall be inclined to retire/* '* Oh! 
that will be all I wifti/' cried fhe gaily, '* I 
(hall meet many of my friends there/* ''That 
is not fo certain,** anfwered I; " the company 
will not be numerous. Monfieur le marquis 
read us the lift of his expefted guefts laft 
night; I wonder I did not attend to your 
name.** "Mon Dieu!** exclaimed fhe with an 
affefted laugh, "the wonderwould have been 
if you had heard it ; for I have not the feli- 
city of being known to the marquis; and 
muft truft to you for my introduftion, and a 
card of invitation; which your influence will 
find it very eafy to get me/* I know not, my 
dear Eliza, how it was, but I never felt more 
powerfully a difpofition to difappoint imper- 
tinence; and (he was indebted for her fuccefs 
to my recollefting, that I fliould at leaft oblige 
the Ainfworths by complying 'with a requeft 
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which was neither attended with trouble nor 
hazard to myfelf, and which might be the 
means of fhowing her what was a truly po- 
lite circle. We parted therefore with no 
other cares than thofe which now engaged 
her attention ; and fhe quitted me to confult 
her oracles on the important fubjeft of her 
drefs. 

This, by the way, was in the higheft ftyle 
of fefhion and expenfe ; and had I poffefl'ed 
the vanity of being the chaperon tP the mod 
admired belle in the room, it would have 
been gratified. We had fcarcel)^. placed our- 
felves before I faw lady M — enter, accom- 
panied by mifs PamelL I immediately di- 
refted my young companion's eyes to the bot- 
tom of the faloon, where the ladies had found 
feats, and obferved, that I was furprifed to 
fee them ; monfieur le marquis having told 
me they would not be in town. I endea- 
voured to catch their eyes, but in vain: ftill 
however keeping mine on them, I thought 
that mifs Pamell looked thinner and paler 
than ufual, and I added this remark to my 
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approbation of her drefs and elegant perfon. 
** Why, how would you have her look?" 
replied my giddy companibn. '' It would 
have been quite outre had (he worn rouge 
to-night. Do you not confider that, as a for- 
faken damfel, flie ought to look pale and 
languifhing? This is her firft exhibition; 
and to fay the truth, (he wants only a garland 
of weeping willow, to complete the pidhire of 
a love-fick maiden." She laughed at this 
fally of wit. " What is it you mean to fay?" 
alked I with alarm ; and recoUefting that I 
had heard of Caroline's being on the point of 
changing her name, " I do not comprehend 
one fyllable of what you are talking of.** 
" Mon Dieu!" cried flie with an air of incre- 
dulity, " eft-il poffible that you have nevqr 
heard mifs PameH's adventure? It is now, like 
the laft novel one reads, thrown by and for- 
gotten ; but it is a pathetic tale, and a very 
common one with your fentimental young 
ladies." " For heaven's fake," faid I, "let me 
hear it!" " Why, then you muft know," £dd 
flie eagerly, " that a gentleman of the name of 
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Brecon, who enjoys a very confiderable eftate 
near Mr. Parnell's country houfe, returned 
fome time fince from the continent. He was 
received by his country neighbours as by all 
the world, for without doubt Brecon is the 
handfomeft and moft accompliflied young 
fellow in the world: mifs Pamell was of my 
opinion, and papa and mamma had as favour- 
able a one in refpeft to his fortune; and con- 
nexions. He was welcomed at the Priory 
accordingly; and his vifits there were fre- 
quent. Some common-place gallantry and 
affiduities, merely * pour paffer le tems,' 
followed ; till at length Mr. Pamell thought 
it time to facilitate xh^ lovers' wiflies, and to 
talk to Brecon of fettlements and the wed- 
ding-day. Poor Brecon, terrified by the dan- 
ger, inftead of laughing it oflf, very awk- 
wardly explained himfelf, and left the good 
Mr. Pamell convinced that he was not tired 
of freedom. You may fuppofe that his re- 
treat was refcnted. Poor lady M — , utterly 
confounded by feeing her hopes defeated, 
fent to the jeweller's for her antediluvian 
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necklace and ear-rings, which it is faid \vere 
acliuilly new fetting for the bride eleft; and 
I verily believe/* added (he, eameftly look- 
ing at Caroline, " that flie was too late for 
the refcue of her dear diamonds; and that 
mifs Pamell had got poffeffion of them; for 
fhe is very brilliant to-night/' I liftened to 
this tale with ill-concealed indignation, and 
was going to condemn the fpeaker, when 
my hufband led to her a gentleman as a 
partner for the dance; and with his afliftance 
I reached my friends. 

I fliould have told you, that from the time 
mifs Pamell had quitted her fchool fhe had 
rcfided as much with lady M — as with her 
parents ; and that, from my intimacy with 
this amiable woman after my marriage, I had 
frequent occafions of feeing and knowing 
mifs Pamell, who was juftly entitled to the 
afteftion of lady M — , and regarded by all 
her friends as her adopted child. Our firft 
greetings of pleafure and kindnefs were fuc- 
ceedcd by the confirmation of my fearsfor 
Caroline's health. She was evidently more 
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delicate and fellen away than I wifhed to fee 
her; and on my inquiries (he told me that 
flie had been ill, but that (he was fo much 
recovered as to murmur at the prohibition 
which prevented her dancing. Her fpirits 
were apparently fiich as I had always feen 
them, and I forgot my late apprehenfions in 
the pleafure of her converfation. The exer- 
tions (he made and the heat of the apart- 
ment foon gave a colour to her faded cheek, 
and I thought I never faw Caroline look fo 
beautiful ; nor was I fingular in my opinion. 
She had drawn around us a pleafant groupe; 
and her unaffefted gaiety attached the little 
circle to us. She particularly noticed mifs 
Latimar's dancing, and with the utmoft 
franknefs pronounced her a lovely girl. Some 
one obferved that fhe was a silly girl. Caro- 
line refuted the charge, and fteadily afferted 
that flic had a good underftanding, and that 
time would fliow it. The fubjcft of this de- 
bate now4ipproached us panting for breath, 
and her face glowhig with exercife, and the 
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confcidufnefs of having attrafted every eye; 
Caroline inftantly refigned to her the feat 
Ihe occupied, fettled her difordered head- 
drefs, and with fweetnefs paid her fome little 
compliment on her dancing. Mifs Latimar 
returned thefe aitlefs expreffions of goodwill 
with lamentations on the fubjeft of Caroline's 
^ bad looks : fhe was (hocked to fee how 
fhe was flirunk/ Then followed inquiries 
after her dear Marianne Pamell, ' whom fhe 
would give the world to fee again.* To 
this fucceeded her remarks on the company, 
* There w^ere not three well-dreffed women 
in the rooms, and the whole was too correfl: 
to be fpirited/ Another dance was calfed, 
and mifs Latimar with an air of triumph left 
us to our fpiritlefs amufements. I withdrew 
at an early hour with lady Mu., leaving my 
huiband to take my poft with two ladies, who 
engaged to fee mifs Latimar horfli^ In our 
way to my tranquil pillow, lady M en^ 
gaged me to pafs the foUowing^day with 
her J and as it was fetJcd for a quiet one, 

and 



219 

and I loiew that my hufband would be en- 
gaged in thq, city, I cheerfully promifed to 
be at her levee. 

On entering her drefling-room, I found 
her ladyfhip alone and reading. ' I have loft 
my girl for an hour or two," faid fhe, putting 
afide the book. " Her mother, anxious to 
know how fhe had borne the buftle of laft 
night, was here at breakfaft ; and fhe has pre- 
vailed, for they are gone for an airing this de- 
lightful morning." "la mnotforry," replied 
I, *' that I find you alone, though I have pre- 
vented you from enjoying the fun." I pro- 
ceeded, and with caudon mentioned the idle 
tale which had reached me ; adding, that I 
much feared, left, with fuch obvious mifre- 
prefentations, fome caufe of vdkation had 
been experiencifed by mifs Pamell ; and which 
might have«)ntributed to her illnefs. ** Cir- 
curtiflanc^ rather than any intendon of 
mine," replied the worthy lady M — , *' have 
hitherto liept you ignorant of the unfortu- 
nate bufincls which has of late diflurbed our 
tranquillity, and threatened, I may fay, the 
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life of our dear Caroline. We have for 
thefe laft eighteen months been at crofs pur- 
pofes, and have never met in London ; other- 
wife your advice and friendfhip would have 
been folicited with that confidence which 
they merit. As matters now (land, I fee 
clearly that they are ftiU neceffary, and I 
fcruple not to claim them. In your hdf- 
fuppreffed and guarded ftory, I find addi- 
tional motives for that intereft which my 
heart prompts me to take in the concerns of 
mifs Pamell ; for I now find, what I never 
before fufpefted, that fhe ftands in need of 
the fupport of the candid and good. In fuch 
a caufe, the interference of Mrs. Palmer- 
ftone will never be wanting or ufelefs. Per- 
mit me then to place before you all the 
events which have taken place during your 
late melancholy abfence from town," (I had, 
my Eliza, loft my dear mother fome months 
prior to this time)"and which have conducted 
mifs Pamell to her prefcnt feeble ftate, and 
expofed her to the fenfelefs comments of the 
weak, and I may add the wicked,^ Ibtit in 

which 



221 

which you will fee a condudl regulated by 
virtues which feldom exert themfelves in 
fimilar cafes, I mean, by prudence and for- 
titude. It does not often happen that an 
inclination fanftioned by parents, and ground- 
ed oti merit and reciprocal efteem, yields to 
nobler impreflions. 

^' It is needlefs to tell you that I regard Ca- 
roline as my child; and that I am confidered 
by her natural parents as a common (barer 
with them in this bleffing. Mr. Brecon's 
overtures were in the firft inftance laid before 
me. Mifs Pamell had known him long be- 
fore he went abroad, and I have good reafons 
for believing that (he had obferved his adi- 
duities even then with favour, as (he fteadily 
refufed feveral unexceptionable offers of mar- 
riage. 

*'On his return, his pm^pofe and hopes were 
declared in the mod honourable manner by 
an application to her father, and the moft un- 
limited conditions on his part. Mr. Pamell 
aded conformably to his principles; every 
inquiry relative to Mr. Brecon's cbarader 
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was mofl honourably refolved in his favour* 
His tutor, a man diftinguifhed for his inte^ 
grity and piety, as much as for his learning, 
had, as a chofen friend, been his companion 
hi his travels, after the age which ufually fets 
a young man of fortune above all reftraint; 
and this gentleman*s teftimony of his condud 
was more than fatisfaftory. Mr. Pamell^ 
contented on this effential point, referred the 
lover to his daughter for a final anfwer: this 
was favourable; and with parties more feli- 
citous for happinefs than ufelefs wealth, every 
condition amiexcd to large poffeffions was 
(imply and fpeedily fettled. 

*' Mr. Brecon is remarkably handfonxe,and 
extremely lively and animated in converfa- 
tion, for which he poffeffes talents rarely to 
be met with in this frivolous age. I have 
fometimes thought he was deficient hi that 
fteadinefs of character, and, if I may fo ex- 
prefs myfelf, that fobriety of mind which I 
TOflied to find in a man deftined to be the 
proteftor of Caroline Parnell : but on thefe 
bccafions I recoUeflied my retirement from 
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the gay world, and thofe habits and opiniom 
which fo naturally take the lead in minds 
matured by time and experience; and I con- 
ftantly remarked with fatisfaftion, that a 
look from the mild eye of Caroline never 
foiled in a moment to check the exuberance 
of thofe fpirits which alarmed me, and to 
filence thofe fallies of wit which I could not 
enjoy. Thus was my confidence in him re- 
ftored; and I remained fatisfied that, confi- 
dering the licence allowed to young men in 
the prefent day, and the hard neceility which 
parents are under to compromife with their 
principles, or fee their daughters unfettled, 
we had been peculiarly fortunate. 

*' Caroline, in order to reconcile her mother 
to the change in her fituation, which was foft 
approaching, left me to refide in Broad-ftreet. 
Mrs. Pamell could not, in the profpeft of 
her child's happinefs, lofe thofe tender re- 
grets infeparablc iVom the heart of fuch a 
mother, and to thcfe (he gave a colouring, 
which, whilll it added to their weight, re- 
moved from her own ccnfure the felfiflmefe 
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which (he could not have tolerated in any 
other. She pleaded conflantly her* daugli* 
ter*s delicate health, and attributed to that 
caufe her reludance to parting with her. 

" It happened one Sunday evening, that 
Mr. and Mrs. Parnell lelt Caroline alone, in 
order to pay a friendly vifit to a fick neigh* 
hour. She had given her orders to the fer- 
vants, and concluded that fhe was not liable 
to any interruption. A viliting rap at the 
door confequently did not difcompofe her: 
but the hafty approach of feet on the ftair- 
cafe fomewhat alarmed her; for (he thought 
that the fick friend of the family muft have 
been too ill to admit her parents, and that 
they were returned home. The drawing- 
room door opened, and Mr. Brecon entered. 
Mifs Pamell's furprife on feeing him arofe 
entirely from believing him at that moment 
in EfTex, and inftantly yielded to the plea- 
fure of the unlooked-for vifit. He explained 
to her the obflacles which had impeded his 
intended little journey, murmured in his 
ufual way at the lawyers, and concluded his 
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philippic againft them, by faymg he would 
poifon them if they were not ready to go 
down with him in three days. 

^' During this interval, his hand turned me- 
chanically the leaves of a book on the table> 
in which mifs Pamell had been reading, and 
by which was a Bible flill open. He looked 
at the book of fermons that he held, and» 
glancing his eye on the Bible, * What!' cried 
he, laughing heardly, * you are ftill Piety 
in pattens J as that madcap Latimar ufed to 
call you at school ?* * I fhould hope,* re- 
plied Caroline with ferioufiiefs, ' that Mr. 
Brecon is one of the laft men who would 
regard this defignadon of the woman de- 
flined for his wife, as a term of reproach. 
Mils Latimar honourably, although uninten- 
tionally, diilinguiihed me amongft my com- 
panions. The acceptation of this peculiar 
tide in her heedlefs mind by no means de- 
grades it in mine. I do not exactly view it 
in the fame point of ridicule with herfelf, or 
thofe from whom flie borrowed it; which, if 
I am not milbken, is from the head of a hice 
VOL. III. Q written 
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written by aii authoi* celebrated for wit, but 
who fcrupled not fometimes to forget deOo- 
runi. I am forry mifs Latimar has not foiu 
gotten the occafion, and the feafon of her 
life in which fhe was liable to the £ane xnif- 
take/ 

" Brecon had dined gaily. He did not read 
Caroline's countenance with his itiual pene* 
tration, and with much eagerriefs and vivadty 

• he now began to ridicule her gravity, run- 
ning over the arguments that with bur- 
gundy and champaign pafs for uhanfwer- 
able ; he talked with cutting raillery of * the 
believing wife converting the infidel huf- 
band;* and very eloquently defcanted on- the 
abfurdity of vulgar prejudices and prieftly 
cunning, Mifs Pameirs emotions at length 
betrayed her. He perceived that fhe was 
fliocked and in tears; and terrified by the 
mifchief which he had fo thoughtlelsly pro- 
duced, a paflionate and fond rhapfody fufe- 
ceeded, which was little calculated to impofe 

• on her underftanding, or to footh her miiid* 
He finiflied by faying, that fuch was her un- 

controllable 
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controllable power over him, that (he fhould 
find him dodle, not only to Sunday read- 
'ings, but in Sunday Ichools. He again 
laughed, taking her hand with gay freedom. 
Caroline at this moment fufpeded fomewhat 
of the caufe which operated on the unguarded 
Brecon. She arofe with dignity, and quitted 
the room in iilenc^. Mr. Brecon waited her 
return during fome time, and then left the 
houfe; probably unconfdous of the ferious 
confequences of this vilit. 

'' The next morning Iwas fummoned to 
Broad-flreet. Mifs Pamell calmly recounted 
to us all that I have related to you; and pro- 
tefted at the fame time that fhe believed Mr. 
Brecon to be perfedly fober, imtil the mo- 
ment fhe left the drawing-room, when ei- 
ther the truth flruck her, or a counterfeited 
appearance of that flate from which he 
might hope for an excufe for his converfa- 
tion. ' I have reafon,* continued fhe, ^ to 
blefis a difcovery which has at once deter- 
mined my doubts refpefting Mr. Brecon's 
principles. I have not unfrequently of late 

obferved 
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obferved a levity in his opinions which has 
given me much mieafinefs; I have vainly 
and weakly endeavoured to impofe on my 
underflanding, and to believe, that what had 
efcaped the notice of my beft friends ■ could 
not contain caufe of alarm or fear for me, and 
that my obfervations were rather the efie£b 
of a too apprehenfive mind, than any defi- 
ciency in principle on the part of Mr. Brecon. 
He has happily ceafed to be ambiguous, and 
my duty and moft: important interefts call 
for the facrifice of my inclination; nay morey 
my long cherifhed afFeftion.* Tears and a 
fudden emotion checked her voice, but flie 
foon recovered. * I am determined to make 
this facrifice,' continued (he with coIle£i:ed 
firmnefs. ' I feel that my happinefe muft 
have for its fecurity fomething more folid 
than the fluftuating opinions of a fpeculative 
mind too much influenced by human pat 
fions. My hufband muft have motives for 
his conduct which admit of no appeal but 
to the written word of God. The chrifUan 
religion is my guide, the rock of my de- 
fence. 
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fence, and my fupport againft evil. My 
hulband muft by his faith in its promifes, 
and reverence for its precepts and ordi- 
nances, ftrengthen my feeblenefs, and confirm 
my confidence in thofe engagements which 
at the altar he muft folemnly vow to fulfil. 
I have endeavoured more than once to ex- 
plain my fentiments on this important point. 
Shall I confefs that my weak reafon and 
weaker heart have been filenced by a fo- 
phiftry in which I could perceive nothing ei- 
ther fatisfaftoiy or beneficial to my peace?* 

** Mrs. Pamell, much aflfeded for her daugh- 
ter, touched with delicacy on the importance 
of the queftion, as it related to the common 
happinefs of all parties concerned. She fpoke 
of the refpedable and amiable parts of Mr. 
Brecon's character, and infinuated that a 
mutual explanadon might fatisfy Caroline, 
and ferioufly difpofe Mr. Brecon to recant 
fuch opinions as had with reafpn alarmed 
the woman whom fhe was confident he 
loved tenderly. Caroline blufhed, and, 
wiping off a tear, with quicknefs replied, that 

(he 
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Ihe refpeded Mr. Brecon's imd^rftanding^ 
and was firmly perfuaded that he was a 
man of integrity; * but/ added fhe, * I fhould 
defpife him could he admit no better nor 
more pure motives for his faith in the gbfpel 
of Jefus Chrifl, than the gratifications of his 
own heart, or compaffion for a woman whofe 
affections he may with truth believe he has 
gained.* Again poor Caroline's voice fid- 
tercd. * Why fhould I deny that I love 
Mr. Brecon,* added fhe, * or that I have 
loved him as the only man on earth whom I 
believed neceffary to my happinefs? Had 
this trial of my principles been encoimtered 
with my firft impreffions in his favour, I 
fhould probably, like others of my fex 2^ 
seventeen^ have deplored my difappointnxent 
as irremediable. But have I not been taught 
by you, my befl and dearefl friends? has not 
experience in fome meafure confirmed your 
lefTons of wifdom? have I not feen examples 
of female fortitude? have I not feen many 
women rife fuperior to a trial fimilar to mine ; 
and who have, in a life exemplarily filled up 

by 
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by the duties of the wife and the mother, 
fhown that a difappointment of the tender 
kind, as it is called, has no inherent power 
to annihilate the hopes and expectations of 
youth ; and that the mind which will feek a 
refuge in religion, and maintain itfelf, will 
find in this forrow, as in all others to which 
we are expofed, that none are defigned by 
our Maker to overwhelm us with endlefs re- 
gret, except that forrow which is attached 
to a deviation from reftitude ? I may, and I 
fear I fhall, fometimes murmur at that duty 
which now calls upon me to relinquifh thofe 
hopes and expeftations, . and one to whom I 
have for fome time committed my future 
profpefts of happinefs, and to whom my pa- 
rents were on the point of cheerfully con- 
figning the care of my fafety and guidance. 
But I am fomething better, I truft, than a 
nominal chrillian ; my help is with me; and 
I fliall be more than conqueror if I do not 
dcftrt mylMf, nor let my dear mother for- 
ger / continued (he, gracefully taking her 
hiind, * the fupport which now encompaffes 

my 
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my weaknefs. We are/ faid flie, * equally 
the dupes of our felf-love in our fears as in 
our pretenfions. You think this matter will 
be canvaffed in the world, that I fhall fuffer 
in the public opinion, and your gentle fpirit 
finks at the idea. I like you, my dear and 
revered guide, think the opinion of the 
world of importance; the virtue and good 
condud of a woman cannot have too many 
barriers to fecure it. This, I am perfuaded, 
every prudent female will admit with myfelf, 
notwithflanding her convidion that, if the 
citadel is defended by principles of religion 
and a well-informed reafon, it would be lafe, 
although fome of the feeble out-wori&s of 
public opinion were removed and brokea 
down. But^ recoiled,* added fhe finiling, 
* on all occafions when the reftraints of cul^ 
tom and the dread of this * world's laugh' 
oppofe themfelves to my fecret judgment, 
that even the miftrefs of the world, all-pow- 
erful Rome, was faved by the babbling of 
geese ; and that the reftraints even of pre- 
iudice and narrow-mindednefs, if they in,^ 

creafe 
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creafe the impediments to do evil, are ufeful 
and refpeftable. But no ftridhires on female 
conduft (hall fuperfede with me the com- 
mands of a fuperior law; and influenced as 
my conduft is in the prefent inftance, I am 
prepared to meet the cenfure of the world. 
The ftory will have its courfe without doubt 
in our narrow circle. It will be defended 
and blamed, as the caprice of the moment 
fuggefls, by the majority of thofe who will 
liflen to it without any further intereft than 
that of hearing what they had not heard be- 
fore. The candid will fufpend their cen- 
fures, and the good will remember thofe 
friends who proteft me. Mr. Brecon will, 
I truft, eafily forget a woman who is able to 
facrifice him to what he will oil a miftaken 
and intolerant zeal, and he will be congra- 
tulated by his gay friends on efcaping from 
a yoke which I believe they reprobate 
nearly as much as revealed religion. We 
will, if you pleafe, leave town for a little time. 
Perhaps,* added flie, weeping anew, ' my 
fpirits may demand fome refpite from the 

hurry 
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hurry of London, and will be better prepared 
by a fhort retirement for my return to my 
ufual modes of life/ 

*' We went to my houfe in Berkfhire fome 
days after this converfation," continued lady 
M — . " Mr. Brecon has not been fo eafily 
confoled as Caroline predifted. He followed 
us; but urged a hopeiefs caufe. He now 
addreffes his petitions and complaints to me, 
having in vain tried the interference of his 
friends and the intereft of Mr. Pamell, who 
really loves him. Here is his laft letter," 
added flie, putting it into my hand; *' read 
it; you will find in it fentiments worthy of 
the objed he folicits, and honourable to him- 
fclf. The date is not ten days paft. I entreat 
of you, m)i> dear Mrs. Palmerftone, to avail 
yourfelf of this confidence whenever you 
may judge it expedient. Mr. Brecoii maikes 
no fecrct of his wiflies to renew his engage^ 
ments with mifs Pamell ; and he would wkh 
indignation refent a doubt of his fiincerity : 
but this doubt with many originates in con- 
cealed mah'ce, and muft. be countera£te4. 

Your 
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Your charafter and influence are happily 
more than fufficient to fupport fuch a caufe 
as that in which I now engage you, Can> 
line would difdain the poor and miferable 
attack of malignity; (he would rejeft evety 
mode of filencing it, but that of time and 
the evidence of truth. But you and I know, 
my dear Mrs. Palmerftone, that female de* 
licacy and female honour ill fuftain this flow 
progrefs ; they demand prompt and vigorous 
afliftance, in order to repel malice and xoiv- 
fute detradion." 

Mifs Pamell and her mother now entered 
the room, and we pafled the remainder of 
the day with mutual fatisfe&ion and cheef- 
fulnefs. 

A fliort time after my interview with lady 
M — , mifs Latimar furprifed me with another 
of her unceremonious vifits. She entered 
my drefling-room at a very early hour, and, 
after a hafty falutation, abruptly and with 
eagemefs afked me whether I had heard lady 
M — mention Mr. Brecon's intention of go- 
ing to Barbadoes. I anfwered in the nega- 

tive. 
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dve. " I thought as much,'* cried flie ex* 
ultingly- '' I knew it could not be true; but 
there are people who will give credit to any 
thing, no matter how improbable. It is very 
likely, indeed, that Brecon fliould quit the 
pleafures of London for that horrid climate, 
where if he live he will become as black and 
as favage as his filthy negroes." ** Well,'* 
replied I laughing, '* let us leave him to his 
fate, in cafe he is fo carelefs of his complex- 
ion; fpr my not having heard of his inten- 
tion is no evidence for or againft the news 
you have picked up. But, as you juftly ob- 
ferve, public report is entitled to little faith. 
I am afraid," continued I more ferioufly, 
** that both you and myfelf have been too 
credulous in regard to the nature of that gen- 
tleman's connexions in Mr. Pamell's family. 
Mifs Pamell was by no means the dupe of 
her own vanity, as you were informed: on 
the contrary, fhe has been aftuated by the 
mod noble principles, to rejeft an alliance 
in which not only her own inclinations but 
Mr. Brecon's happinefs are the facrifices. 
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Aflured as I am of this truth, I think with 
regret of having for an inftant liftened to 
your improbable ftory, and I doubt not but 
that you will be forry for having repeated it.'* 
*' I had," anfwered flie with an air of pique, 
*' that filly bufinefs from a fource too often- 
fible to admit of any doubts relative to the 
truth of the account. I know from the moft 
undeniable authority, that Oliver Brecon 
never had a thought of marrying mifs Par- 
nell, nor the wifli of mifleading her or her 
friends into fuch an opinion,'* "That is 
very extraordinary,** refumed I; " for fuch 
an authority as you appear to reft upon cer- 
tainly contradifts Mr, Brecon's own declara- 
tion." ^I paufed fhe was filent 

*' Moreover," continued I, *' I have read 
lately a letter written by himfelf, containing 
reiterated propofals for the renewal of an 
engagement, the interruption of which he 
deplores as the heavieft difappointment of 
his life." " Yes, yes,** exclaimed fhe, " I 
undcrftand how all this has happened : lady 
M — is an excellent auxiliary on fuch occa- 

fions!" 
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ficMis!" " You furely," demanded I with fome 
quicknefs, '^ do not mean to imply that lady 
M — is capable of impofition or forgery ! and 
yet fhe muft have been acceffary to both, be- 
fore you can fet afide the evidence I have 
given you. Nor do you, I believe, imagine 
that Mr. Brecon would contentedly fubmit 
to fuch meafures, or deny his own hand* 
writing. The truth therefore is palpable; 
and if you wifh for further confirmation, you 
Ihall not only fee this letter, but be convinced 
that Mr. Brecon openly avows his attach- 
ment to mifs Pamell, and that he has em- 
ployed, not ten days fince, the intereft of his 
friends to regain her favour and efleem, and 
effed his defire of an union. Be then jail: 
to yourfelf, my dear mifs Latimar/* added I 
foftening, " be candid, and allow that you 
have been milled by a mifre^refentation of 
this amiable young woman's condudh Your 
perfifting in an obflinate adherence to the tale 
you have heard will only injure yourfelf. 
You have long known Caroline Pamell, yoiur 
youthful days were palTed in the fame houfe. 

Every 
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Every one who knows mifs Paraell will re- 
]eSt this ftory, and you will mod honourably 
exhibit your own charafter by treating it 
with the contempt which it deferves. You 
are young and beautiful like her, and equally 
expofed to the Ihafts of envy. The caufe of 
CaroUne Pa^ll is a common caufe, which 
every virtuous and prudent young woman 
ought aflively to defend. Falfehood and ma- 
lignity would foon retreat, did they find op- 
ponents in Qvery honed and candid hearer 
of their fabricated malice. It is our fupine- 
nefs and indolence which give them celerity, 
and the power of injuring the innocent.** ** I 
thank you, madam, for your instructions^^* 
replied mifs Latimar with ironical humility. 
'' I am forry that I feel on this occafion 
fu little difpofition to profit fix)m them. Fads 
with me are ftubbom things. I beg leave 
to refign mifs Pamell and her concerns into 
your and lady M — *s hands. You are much 
better qualified to combat with general belief 
than I prefume to be.** 

I was provoked, my Eliza, and with rio 

little 
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Ettle afperity reminded her of a proof which 
flie had fo apparently overlooked. *' You 
will do well," faid I, " in your future anim- 
adverfions and comments on this affair, to 
recoiled that, whether it arifes from a natural 
love of juftice, or from that flirewdnefs and 
cunning which depravity rarely wants, the 
world has a wonderful fagacity in difcovering 
the common incitements to malevolence and 
flander. Take care left it ftumble on the 
truth, in afcribing motives for your difbelief 
of circumftances to the honour of this excel- 
lent young woman, that will be more oflfen- 
five to your vanity than the triumph of her 
fairfameJ* She rofe indignantly from her 
feat. " I will at leaft,'* faid flie, furioufly 
ringing, " fpare that vanity further infult at 
prefent/' " You will do well^' faid I calmly, 
** and ftill letter if you can as eafily and ef- 
feftually fecure it from the many it will have 
to encounter.*' She retired haughtily and 
rudely. 

I was diverted fome days after by the ac- . 
count which Ihe diligently circulated of our 

quarreL 
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quarrel. I had, according to this accurate 
chronicle, cruelly infulted her feelings^ by 
upbraiding her as the caufe of Mr. Brecon's 
defertion of mifs Pamell, a young lady whom 
ihe fo particularly efteemed and admired. I 
had even gone fo for as to infinuate, that (he 
had favoured his addreffes. I fmiled, and 
mifs Latimar's injuries were forgotten. 

You may perhaps imagine that this giddy 
girl had fome objeft in view by this conduft; 
not very remote fix)m tfie accufations that 
(he produced againft me. You are miftaken. 
Mifs Latimar was a coquette, and invulnera- 
ble but on the fide of vanity. She would 
have heard of the death of a lover with more 
compofure than of the defertion of an ad- 
mirer. Mr. Brecon had never inlifted under 
her banners ; and the moft fhe could pro-; 
mife herfdf was, to fee him occafionally in 
her train; for his fociety was not hers. The 
fole motive of her conduft muft be fimply 
reduced to the defire of leffening that influx 
ence in another, which fhe coveted to enjoy 
without a rival J and Caroline Pamell fhared 

VOL. m. R her 
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her enmity with every other young and beau^ 
tiful woman who flood in her way. 

From this period I loft fight of mifs Lati- 
mar. The very recoUeftion of her was loft 
in fcenes in which fhe could have no intereft. 
At length I accidentally learned that flie had 
affociated with ladies eftablilhad in the public 
opinion by the pains which they had taken 
to place themfelves above its cenfures ; and 
an idle ftory was produced to convince me 
that mifs Latimar had not quite reached their 
impunity : for it was faid, that at Bath Ihe 
had wi.h apparent complacence receaved. 
the afliduous and marked attentions of an 
Italian nobleman; that he Had followed her 
to town, and was very fortunately recognized 
by my lord B — , whofe valet he had been 
at Naples. I will not be refponfible for the 
truth of this ftory ; but I know that Mr. 
Latimar giive up his houfe in London from 
that time, and kept his fair daughter im- 
mured at his feat in Yorkfhire, with fome 
feverity on his part, and much reluflancet 
and obftinate contention on hers. 

She 
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She was at the time of her forced retire- 
ment three- or four-and- twenty ; and I leave it 
to you to calculate the progrefs fhe had made 
in that career, which at feventeen fo mife- 
rably invited her. I leave you to trace the 
road >^ch has vanity for its guide, and folly 
for its end. 

I was prepared for her late vifit by a letter 
from Mrs. Ainfworth, in whofe age and in- 
firmities lie buried not only her good fenfe 
and experience, but the remembrance of 
thofe a^s of kindncfs and .^endfhip which 
mife Latimar has received from her for the 
greateft part of her life. She informed me 
that mife Latifnar, weary of her confinement, 
and impadent of control, had infifted on 
vifiting London ; that her father, tired of 
oppofition, and weakened by age and fevere 
fits of the gout, fubmitted ; but firmly with- 
held the means of gratifying her love of 
cxpcnfe and (how ; alleging that (he had 
fpent a fortune when permitted to do as fhe 
pleafed with his purfe. It appears that he 
was firm. She is therefore in lodgings with 

two 
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two fervants; and in this fituadon fhe pro- 
bably forgot that eight years had made any 
change in the circle of her former brilliant 
amufements. But ihe finds the place fhe then 
occupied filled up ; her former gay friends 
no longer recplleft her face; and feme 
amongft them are afliamed to fliow their 
own. In this awkward predicament miis 
Latimar thought of me, and with feme rea- 
fon judged that I had it in my power to be 
ufeful to her. But mifs Latimar has no longer 
the plea of youth and inexperience tp urge 
with me; and I am no Quixote in the work 
of reformation. I am well aiTured that it 
would be as chimerical to combat the eftar 
blifhed empire of folly and vanity in the heart 
of a woman upwards of thirty, as to encoun* 
ter windmills under the imaginary forms of 
giants and magicians. For all other domi- 
neering paffions wifdom may hope to find aa 
antidote, and prudence and addrefs may 
feize the moment in which tp render it effi- 
cacious: but vanity is a tyrant which never 
fleeps ; it feeds on all the nobler faculties of 

the 
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the mind, fubdues reafon^ and fcoms inflruc^- 
tion. Infeniible to the contempt it excites, 
its refUefs fearch is admiration, and with 
greedy hafte it fnatches it from the mean- 
eft adulator, or the moft infidious betrayer. 
Mifs Latimar muft now fmk into that cha- 
rafter which fhe has prepared for herfelf. 
She has received the tribute which fools only 
pay to youth and beauty ; fhe has no claim 
to that which wifdom cheerfully gives to 
merit. As the votary of vanity fhe has had 
her reign: the remainder of her e^ence is a 
blank in fociety ; and will produce no better 
fruits to herfelf than repinings and difcontent, 
to fay nothing of thofe evils to which invete- 
rate folly may yet betray her. 

It did not fuit my temper, my princi- 
ples, or my convenience, to become ufeflil 
to this lady. My coldnefs towards her when 
here has explained my intentions; and we 
fhall fee no more of her. 

I think you will have reafon to complain 

.of me if I omit fatisfying you with the fequel 

of mifs Pamell's ftory, I will therefore finifh 
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my narrative, by relating thofe events which 
induced her finally to take the name of 
Brecon, 

Mifs Latimar's intelligence, refpefting this 
gentleman's vifiting a large eftate left hini by 
an uncle in Barbadoes, was well founded. 
Difappointed in all refpeds in his hopes to 
regain his former footing in Mn PamelPs 
family, he quitted England; but her predic- 
tions as to his appearance at his return were 
fomewhat lefs exaftly verified. It is true^ 
he returned a changed man^ and his coiin 
plexion was not improved; but although' it 
was not quite the colour of his *' filthy 
negroes," it bore the hue oi melancholy ^ and 
alarmed his friends. He retired to his fesit 
in Eflex, and for fome time appeared to have 
forgotten the world. Doftor S — j his cop- 
ftant companion and deareft fiiend, at lehgtli 
fucceeded in difpelling one fubjeft of regret 
from his mind, and he infenfibly mixed in 
fociety. The fteady and manly indifference 
with which he met the pointed ridicule of his 
fonner gay aflbciates,. the affiduity with which 

• hff 
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he engaged In purfiiits worthy of him and 
fuitable to his condition in life, convinced 
every one that Mr. Brecon was a changed 
man. At this time he became a frequent 
vifitor at your grandfather's, and gained w^th 
us an efteem that he has maintained to this 
hour. In about a year after his return from 
Barbadoes I received the following letter 
from lady M— , to announce to n^^ an event 
which all mifsPameU*s friends were prepared 
to expeft, and which all heard of with fatis* 
faftion. 

"You will rejoicewith us,** wrote ladyM— , 
•' in the happinefs of this auTpicious day . Your 
favourites are united. It is more than pro- 
bable that thfe delay of their happinefs will 
be the bafis of its fecurity; for it now refts 
on a fmcere return from error on the one 
part, and the moft entire confidence and 
efteem on the other. Doftor S— , who 
joined their hands, has juft left me, weeping 
with joy, and faying, like the good Simeon; 
* Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart 
in peace. Think,* faid he, * think, my 

dear 
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this day's comfort amounts! But youeaimdt 
duly eftimate it without knowing what was ' 
my forrow, on feeing the objeft of my b^ 
hopes, and the child of my affedion, defert 
that caufe for which I have Kved, and for 
which I would meet death/ 

" ^ Oliver R*econ was left to my care at 
feven yearj. of age by his father, who kindly 
thought my integrity equal to the duty, and 
my friendfhip equal to the burthen. He 
was of age before he travelled; and with 
honeft pleafure I found that he preferred his 
tutor and his father in love to ayouiger 
companion. I had in the early part - of my 
life made connexions on the continent^ 
which now became ufeful to TAn Brecon jf 
and wUh pleafure I introduced this second 
proof that I had not lived in vaiiu -i ex- 
ulted in the fuccefs of my labours^ anil &w 
with pride a cqnduft in my pupil ttat re-: 
flefted honour on my gray head. He treated 
the flimfy fophiftry which he met. with ift 
almoft every literary fociety thai; he, frer. 

quented. 
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Rented, with manly ^gument and provl 
defiance, and <|uiued k with the rf^^mtatioa 
of a man who was well able to defend* the 
caufe he had adopted, and who was worthy 
of it. I enjoyed my triumph too foon, and 
I doubt too proudly. His imfufpe£ting nature, 
the conviviality of J^'temper, that confci- 
oufnefs of abilities ^hidt felf-love even on 
weaker grounds w&jfoei^^fl|pmnan heart, 
^11 tended fl^|||piiUi|(||R His 

large fortune and independent condition foon 
allured around hxm aflbdates^ not the leb 
•qualified for his fedudion by being remolded 
from fufpidon in a fnind that had no due in 
itfelf to lead it to concdve a. finifter defign 
in that of another. But thefe very honourr 
able friends found that they had more to da 
than they looked for. Brecon from a boy 
hated trivial purfuits. In exercife he was 
manly, and even daring; but a love of ftudy 
was his predcmiinant paflion. Gaming was 
his s^verfum, and the pleafures^ of the table 
finifhed for him when converfation and wit 
Tvere lofl in reviehy. Jffis new friends hjf 
< . . • that 
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that they liad to corrupt his tafte as well as to 
pervert his morals. They wanted not pene- 
tration, and f6on difcovered that it was ne- 
ceffary to break down the ftrong fences which 
defended both the one and the other; Sut 
which had not kept out the vanity of a young 
man fehfible of thofe acquirements which 
conftituted with him the only fuperiority of 
which he was. ambitious. Religion became 
their topic of debate, anti ridicule their keen- 
eft argument. Oliver entered the lifts with 
ardour. He repelled their attacks with fuc- 
cefs ; but his honeft heart perceived not their 
fubtlety. A loud laugh could now difcon^ 
cert him, and he began to waver in that 
feith which he had believed could filence 
wilfiil obftinacy. Ardently did he return 
again and again to the charge. He ftruggled 
for victory, when retreat would have been 
not only honourable but glorious ; for his de^ 
feat was the triumph, not of reafon, but of 
concerted cunning and diffimulation. They-- 
lifteiied to betray, they anfwered to entrap; 
and tlie inexperienced Oliver became a coit- 

vert 
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vert to men, whom a year before he wotilc! 
not have deigned to meet in the fair and 
open inveftigation of any fubjeft worthy of 
his thoughts. That mifs Parnell in the firft 
moments of feltrecolle£tioh had not an in- 
fluence, it is far from my intention to affert; 
but I will be anfwerable for the fmcerity vdth 
which he has returned to thofe principles 
which he inconfiderately abandoned. Their 
infinite importance to the happinefs of man 
has been duly- weighed by a mind ferioufly 
alarmed by the hazard of relinquifhing them; 
and Mr. Brecon has fallen, to rife with re- 
doubled firmnefs ; for he knows at prefent 
the ftrength that is needful for human weak- 
nefs.' '' 

I cannot, my dear Eliza, finifli this letter 
without fome obfervations of my own. You 
have been inftrufted in your religious faith 
by parents who have honeftly made that re- 
ligion the rule of their, conduft ; and w|tit " 
every argument refulting from their .owtt 
belief and experience they have endeavoured' 
to convince you that there is no fafety in 
this world for thofe who rejefl: the word of 
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God, You well know likewife that 1 am no 
bigot: all who profefs the fame faith with 
myfelf, and all who profefs to follow the 
fame divine leader, are Chriftians with me, 
however we may diffent on thofe fpeculative 
points, which, as having little to do with our 
obedience to the precepts and commands of 
our mafter, are and mull be fubjefls of lefs 
importance to me, and to all thofe who with 
limited knowledge and humility of heart 
prefer doing the wU of our divine teacher, 
to fearching into the myfteries of that faith 
which we acknowledge as fufEcient to fave. 
But you are now, my Eliza, entering a world 
that will hourly call upon you for pity and 
toleration. You will meet men, who, under 
the name of Deifls, will furprife you by 
their rejedion of that very gofpel from 
which has been drawn the pure morality they 
profefs, and which I am willing to believe 
many of them pradtife. Thefe are men 
whofe reafoning faculties are acute, and, 
whofe reading has given them more inge- 
nuity and fubtlety than Ipve of truth and 

funplicitjr^; 
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who have pertly and infolently obtruded 
their doubts amongft a circle of women, and 
in the prcfence of their mothers and fitters. 
I have liftened to fome of thefe fuperior 
geniuses, who with the utmoft felf-compla* 
cency have congratulated themfelves on 
having difcarded points of faith, which the 
wifeft and moft enlightened of our race have 
believed and defended with glory. You 
will, as well as your mother, be in danger of 
forgetting Chriflian charity with offenders 
of tliis fort, and, like her, you will wifli to re» 
mind thefe young gentlemen to remove in 
the firft place a fufpicion by which a fimple 
believer may very well oppofe their endea^o 
voiurs to make profelytes. Let them take 
care not to difcover to the world, that their 
view in rejefting the gofpel is to remove alj 
thofe checks which vice needs, and to which 
they give the reins. Our religion is in this 
refpeft exaftly conformable to our reafon. 
We know that fin is mifery; and when a li- 
l)ertine tells us that the gofpel is a fable, 

invented 



invented by tbe craft of man, we muft be 
idiots not to perceiire tbat he has motives for 
difbelief, which'ic is £aae pur fecurity and 
happinefe even in this life to Ihua, as we 
would a defolating peftilence. ^ To fearch 
the fcriptures'' is recommended by an apoftle 
who well knew that they would (land eveof 
inquiry which refulted from a love of truth 
and a humble mind. But be not aihamcd, 
my Eliza, of following your mother's ex- 
ample. Search them for the lalutary pur* 
pofes for which they were given, namely, to 
purify the heart, and to condud you to the 
fource from whence they came. And r^«' 
member that there are multitudes of boik 
sexes ^^ ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth,'' merelj 
becaufe they are ** high-mmded," and lovers 
of vain argument more than ^ lovers of 
God." 

You will exped me to fay a few worda 
rcfpe^ing the prefent fituation of Mr. aod 
Mrs. Brecon. They have refided lince ibat 
marriage with lady M— in Devonfhire, her ' 
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health being infirm. But I am told by Mrs. 
Pamell, who is juft returned from thence, 
that (he experts them in town this winter; 
and (he has prepared me for the embonpoint 
of her daughter, and to receive her nuriling, 
a boy who ran alone at eleven months. 

lam 

Your afFeSionate mother, 

Angelica Palmerstone. : 



THE END. 



J. Taylor, Printer^ 
Horsc' Court, Fleet-strcct, 
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